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DESCRIPTION OF A STRUGGLE
b7 & 4 0E B

And people in their Sunday best
Stroll about, swaying aver the gravel
Under this enormous sky

Which, from hills in the distance,
Stretches 1o distant hills.

I

AT ABOUT MIDNIGHT a few people
rose, bowed, shook hands, said it had been a
pleasant evenmg, and then passed through the
wide doorway into the vestibule, to put on
their coats. The hostess stond in the middle of
the room and made gracelul bowing move-
ments, causing the dainty folds in her skirt o
move up and down.

[ sat at a ziny table—1t had three curved,
thin legs—sipping my third glass of benedic-
tine, and while I drank 1 surveyed my little
store of pastry which 1 myselfl had picked out
and arranged in a pile.

Then I saw my new acquaintance, some-
what dishevelled and out of shape, appear at
the doorpost of an adjoming roam; but T tried
to look away for it was no concern of mine.
He, however, came toward me and, smiling
absent-mindedly at nay occupation, said: “Ex-
cuse me for disturbing yvou. but ontil this very

moment ['ve been snting alone with my girl in

the room next door. Ever since half-past ten. ;

{ord, what an cvening! 1 know it isn’t right
|
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for me 10 be telling you this, for we hardly
know one another. We cnly met on the stairs
this evening and exchanged a few words as
guests of the same house. And now—but you

must forgive me, please—my happiness just,

cannot be ocontained, I can't help it. And

since [ have no other acquaintance here whom

I can truse

I looked ar him sadly—the piece of fruit-
cake which [ had in my mouth did not taste
particatarly good—and said into his rather
flushed face:"I'm glad of counse that you eon-
sider me trustworthy, but displeased that you
have confided in me. And vou yourself, if you
weren't in such a state, would know how im-
proper it is 1o talk about an amorous girl to a
man sitting alone dnnking schnapps. ™

When | said this, he sat down with a jolt,
leaned back in his chair, and let his arms hang
down. Then he pressed them hack, his cl-
bows pointed, and began talking in rather a
ioud voice: “Only a litlle while ago we were
alone in that reom, Annie and 1. And T kissed
her, I kissed her—her mouth, her cars, her
shoulders. Oh, my Lord and Savior!”

A few guests, suspecting ours i be a rather
more anitnated conversation, approached us
closer, yawning. Wherenpon [ stood up and
said 8o that all could hear: “All right then, if
you insist, I'll go with you, but 1 repeat: it’s
ridiculous to climb up the Laurenziberg now.,
in winter and in the middle of the night. Be-
sides, it's freezing, and as it has been snowing
the toads out there are like skating rinks.
Well, as you like—"

At first he gazed at me in astonishment and

_2_

BNE4S XK E AR EHR K
B, AR R REMTAKL
RTILAmME. THE—K0
M BRI — RN FRLEH
BTx RACKENS. HAE
XILREH A EBRMBAA—

RERBWEFML—REE
ERHE RS EHAEATH
MEMRLEENREE. "R
LRR NS B EL HA
VASRMREER. MRER
R EAE, BL AR &
A=A TR M A T X AR A A
Wit T EBLANEFREE A
ARl

HRIREXBWEN, T F
REENE, I FEFME, H
AP A EEET TR MiE
X ENAHERSELG S, T
FA A 25 5 I A R R AT
FHI 2 A, 33 4 20 0 W 7E 57 ]
HORHMEANR. YT, By
TH—8ERE, MR,
HRB. R BN EF. RME
M 1

EILFNL T BERINEAR
TI—HERRIE BN ITEW X
BEET RN BT EXH
W A TAT A A BT IS F 6.
R IR R A, IR IR A
AR DRI, B AL XK
PEEFRERLRELELN,
HRACERT,XT r&F, 5
ARBRE K BIRRENR . W,
HE—"

AR BER, KT 78

AT LT Y o, T



parted his wet lips; but then, noticing the | MM HARAER rHal

puests who had approached quite close, he

laughed, stond up, and said: “I think the cold
FRINWBRERMABERT F

will do us good; our clothes are full of heat
and smoke; wha's more, ['m slightly tipsy
without having drunk very much; yes, lot's
say poodhye and go. "

So we went to the hostess, and as he kissed

her hand she said: “I am glad 10 see vou look-
ing so happy today. ™

Touched by the kindness of theswe words, he
kissed her hand again; whereupon she smiled.

[ had 10 drag him away. In the vestibule stood |

a housemaid, whom we hadn’t seen before.
She helped us mto our coats and then took a
small lantern o light us down the stairs. Her
neck was bare save for a black velvet ribbon
arourxl her throat; her locsely clothed body
was stooped and kept strerching as she went
down the stairs before us, holding the lantem
low. Her cheeks were flushed, for she had
drunk some wine, and in the weak lamplight
which filled the whole stairwell, | could see
her lips trembling. -

At the foot of the stans she pu down the
lantern, ok a step roward my acyvaintance,
embraced him, kissed him, and remained in
the embrace. Only when [ pressed & coin into
her hand did she drowsily detach her amms
from him, slowly open the front door, and let
us out into the night.

Over the deserted. evenly lit street stoad a
large moon in a slightly clouded, and therefore
unusually extended, sky. On the framen snow
one had to take shart steps.

Hardly were we outside when [ evidently
began to feel very gay. [ raised my legs, let
my joints crack, T shouted a name down the
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street as though a friend of mine had just van-
ished around the corner; leaping, 1 threw my
hat in the air and ecaught it boastully.

My acquaintance, however, walked on be-’

side me, unconcerned. He held his head bem.
He didn’t even speak.

This surprised me, for I had calculated that
he. once I had got hiro away from the party,
would give vent to his joy. Now 1 too could
calm down. No sooner had 1 given him an en-
couraging slap on the back than 1 suddenly no
longer understood his mood. and withdrew
my hand. Since I had no use for it, I stuck it
in the pocket of my ooat.

So we walked on in silence. Listening to
the sound of our steps, T couldn’ understand
why 1 was incapable of keeping step with my
acquaintance—especially  since the azir was
clear and 1 could see his legs guite plainly.
Here and there someone leaned out of & win-
dow and watched us.

On turning into the Ferdinandstrasse | real-
ized that my acquaintance had begun to hum a
medody from the Dollar Princess. 1t was low,
but I could hear it distinctly. What did this
mean? Was he trying to insult me? As for
me, 1 was ready to do without not only this
music, but the walk as well, Why wasn't he
speaking to me, anyway? And if he didn't
need me, why hadn’t he left me in peace in
the warm room with the benedictine and the
pastry? It certanly wesn't 1 who had insisted
on this walk. Besides, 1 could have gone for a
walk on my own. [ had merely been at a par-
ty, had saved an ungrateful young man from
disgrace, and wss now wandering about in the
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Ir;mnlight‘ That was all right, ton. All dav in
the office, evenings at a pariy, at night in the
steeete, and nothing © excess. A way of lile
so natural that it borders on the excessive]
Yot my acquaintance was still behind me.
Indeed, he even quickened his steps when he
realized that he had fallen i the rear.
word was uttered, nor could it be said that we
wete running. Dur [ wondered it wouldn't
be a good idea to (um down a side street; af-
ter all, 1 wasp't obliged (o go on this walk
with him. 1 could go home alone and no one
could stop me. Then, secretly, I could watch
my acquaimance pass the entrance o my
street.  (oodbye, On
reaching my room ['ll feel warm, I'll light the

dear acquaintance!

lamp in its iron stand on my table, and when
I've done that I'll lie back in my armchair
which stands on the torn Criental carpet.
Pleasant prospects! Why not? But then? No
then. The lamp will shine in the warm room,
shine on my clest as I lie in the armchaur.
Then F'll ccol off and spend hours alone be-
tween the painted walls and the floor which,
reftected in the gilt-framed mirror banging on
the rear wall, appears slanted.

My legs were growing tired and I had al-
ready decided to go home and lie down, when
I began to wonder if, before going away, [
oughe to say good night to my adquaintance,
But | was too timid to go away without a
word and too weak to call 1o him out loud. So
I stood stifl, learred against the moonlit wall of
a house, and waited.

My acquaintance came saling along the
pavemeni toward me as fast as though he ex-
nected me to catch him. He winked at me,
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suggesting some agreement which [ had ap-
parently forgotten.

“What's up?” [ asked.

“Oh, nothing,” he said.
ask your opinion about thai housemaid who
kissed me on the staircasc. Who is the girl?
Have you ever seen her before? No? Nor have
1. Was she a housemaid a1 all? [ had meant to
ask you this before, while she was walking
down the stairs in front of vs. ™

“I saw at once by her red hands that she'’s a
housemnaid ,
and when | gave her the money 1 felt her hard
skin. ”

“But that merely proves that she has been
some time in service, which no doubt is the

*1 only wanted to

and not even the first housemaid ,

"

CASE.

“You may be right about that. In that lght
one couldn’t distinguish everything, but her
face reminded me of the elder daughier of an
officer I happen 1o know. "

“Not me,” he said.

“That won’t stop me going bome; iU's late
and I have to be in the office early. One sleeps
badly there. " Whereapon 1 put out my hand
o say goodbye to him.

“Whew, what a cold hand!™ he ctied. “1
wouldn’t like to go home with a hand like
that. You should have let yourself he kissed,
too, my friend. That was an omission. Still,
you can make up for it. But sleep? On a night
like this? What an ideal Just think how many
thoughts a blanket smothers while one fies
alone in bed, and how many urthappy dreams
it keeps warm.”

“I neither smother anything nor warm any-
thing,” T said.

“Oh, goon!” he concluded, “you're a hu-
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moris |7

Av the same time he began walking agan

and | fullowed without realizing it, for 1 was
busy thinking of what he had sad.

From these words 1 imaginod thar my ac-
gquaintance suspeeted in me something which,
although it wasn't there, made me noverthe-
less rise in his estimation by his suspucting it.
5o it was Just as well { hadn’t gone home.
Wha knows, this man—thinking ol house-
maid alfaivs while walking beside me, his
mouth stearming with cold—rnight be capable
of besiowing on me in the eyes of the world a
value without my having 0 work for it, Let's
pray the girls won’t spoil im! By all means
let them kiss and hug him, that's their duy
and his right, but they mustn’t carry him off,
After all, when (hey kiss him they also kiss
me a little—with the comers of therr mouthes,
so 1o speak. But if they carry him off, then
they steal him from me. And he must always
remain with me, always. Who is 1 protecr
him, if not 1?7 And he's s stupid. Someone
says 1o him in February; Come up the Lay-
renziberg—and off he goes. And supposing he
falls down now, or catches cold? Suppose
some Jealous man appears (rom the Postgasse
and aitacks him? What will happen to mc?
Am [ to be just kicked out of the world? Pl
believe that when [ see it! No, he won't got
rid of me.

Tomorrow he'lt be talking 10 Fraulein An-
na, about ordinary things at first, as is natu-
ral, but suddenly he won'l be able to keep it
from her any longer: Lasi night, Annie, after
the party, you remember, 1 was with a man
the like of whom you've certainly never scen.

He looked—how <an 1 describe him 1o |
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