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ALABAMA (AL)
FEesM

»s Files

Capital City. Montgomery
Area; 133,667 sg. km. (29th)

Main Cities: Birmingham, Mobile

Counties: 67

Time Zone: 6 hours behind Greenwich
Mean Time (GMT-6)

Statehood. Dec. 14, 1819 (22nd)

Origin of State Name. Veans “tribal
town” in the Creek Indian language

Nickname: Yellowhammer State
Motto: We dare defend our rights.

nib s

State Bird: Yellowhammer
State Flower: Camellia
State Tree: Southern Longleaf Pine
State Song: Alabama
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¥ Know Alabama for
the first time

On one hand, Alabama retains a rural
and distinctly southern character and em-
braces some of the classic traits of the
Deep South, including a love of country
music, stock-car racing and history.

On the other hand, Alabama has sev-
eral attractions that set it apart from some
of its neighbors. Huntsville has the U. S,
Space and Rocket Center and the U, S,

Space Camp, both of which spring from the
city’s key role in NASA space explorations,

»s Close to Alabama

The region was inhabited by several
nations, including the Creek, Chickasaw,
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Cherokee and Choctaw, with meny smaller
groups being part of these larger confeder-
ations  The Native Americans didn’t prove
very civil to the first Europeans to visit Al-
abama, however: in 1540, Spanish ex-
plorer Hermando de Soto and his men were
lured into an ambush near present-day Mo-
bile and barely escaped Other Europe-
ans, who battled the Native Ameri-
cans—and each other—for control of the
area, followed the Spanish. In short or-
der, the land that would become Ala-
bama changed hands several times—the
Spanish, the French and the British all
claimed it, but the British emerged tri-
umphant in 1763. The U. S. gained con-
trol following the Revolutionary War.

Major domestic airlines and their affili-
ated regional carriers serve the state’ s
most central airport, Bimmingham Municipal
Airport (BHWD, which is 5 mi/8 km north-
east of the city. Amirak serves Alabama
along two routes and Greyhound provides
bus service between cities in Alabama and
to points outside the state.

The state’ s major edible crops—
peanuts, pecans and peaches—find their
way onto menus in a variety of delightful
ways. Be sure to have real southemn
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barbecue (pork—not beef). Chicken is
served in a variety of ways, from fried
to stewed to fricasseed.

Seafood can be very good along
the coast—the large shrimp festival held
in Gulf Shores each fall offers some es-
pecially good eating. If you drink alco-
hol, no visit to the state is complete un-
til you’ ve had at least one mint julep.

You can find authentically southern
objects, antiques and crafts here.
Those interested in malls will find what
ther’ re looking at Birmingham’ s River-
chase Galleria. There are also malls,
specialty shops and boutiques all over
Alabama.

Summers can be hot and humid.
Normal winter temperatures range from
lows in the mid 20s 'F / = 4TC to highs in
the upper 50s F/12~15T. The best
times to vist are September ~ October
and April~May, when the temperature
and humidity are most comfortable.

ye Speciality

First, Appalachian Mountains is lo-
cated at the southern point of Alabama,
and Appalachian Valley is also within the
state. Second, Birmingham of Alabama
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is the biggest iron and steel city among X 4REARF (R k& — MR L
all northern states of US (it used to be ).
an argricultral state).

University of Alabama MiELKF

Alabama State University LEAITE SR

Auburn University

Recreational venues span the spec-
trum from the white sand beaches of Gulf
Shores to the tree-covered mountains of
Cheaha.

The Montgomery Zoo provides all
tourists an opportunity to view nearly 500
animals representing over 150 species

e

Helen Killer (1880~1968) : Ameri-
can author and lecturer, blind and deaf
from the age of two. In 1887, she was
put under the charge of Anne Sullivan,
who was her teacher and companion.

Hellen lectured all over American
and in Europe and Asia, raising funds for
the training of the blind and promoting
other social causes. Her books include
The story of My life (1903), The World |
live In(1908).
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ALASKA (AK)
B8] $31 545 b o

Capital City: Juneau MAF: &iE

Y

Area; 1,518,800 sq. km. (1st) m#M: 1,518,800 FF A~ E
(% —4)

Main Cities: Anchorage, Fairbanks FEEY: KAET . FEL

Counties: 25 BB: 254

Time Zone: 9~10 hours behind Green-  BYX : &4k R.74 B 9] B, 9~
wich Mean Time (GMT-9 or 10) 10 (B E)

Statehood: Jan. 3, 1959 (49th) EMA: 1959951 A3B(H

W+ HAM)

Origin of State Name: Based on an  MEREH: ME PE T ey %
Aleut word “alaxsxaq” literally ) “alaxsxaq”, AFRA“H
meaning “object toward which he BN FT a8
action of the sea is directed” or R L,EAMEEZ, YK
more simply “the mainland”. K",

Nickname: The Great Land or Land of BI&: KX ¥ A h Ky
the Midnight Sun Iy

Motto. North to the future.

State Bird. Willow Ptarmigan ME. anh

State Flower: Forget-Me-Not MWiE: =5
State Tree: Sitka spruce ME: £ =4
State Song: Alaska’s Flag MR BT 4207 A 8 2R
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Alaska, “Alyeska” in Aleut, means
the great land. Alaska is truly one of the
world’ s special places. People can’ t
help marveling at the exotic wildlife,
magnificent mountains, glacier-carved
valleys and steep, rocky coastline.

32 Close to Alaska

The first settlers in Alaska arrived
at least 20,000 years ago, when hunt-
ers from Asia followed large game over
the Bering Strait land bridge into North
America. Even though Russian explorers
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" had seen the Alaskan coast as early as
1741, Europeans didn’{ venture into the
territory’ s immense interior until well in-
to the 1800s. Even after its purchase by
the United States in 1867, the region re-
mained largely unexplored. During the
famous Klondike Gold Rush of 1898 ~
99, thousands of rowdy, ambitious, and
gutsy prospectors and speculators floo-
ded into Skagway, Valdez, and other
new towns.

Alaska was made a territory of the
United States in 1912, but statehood
wasn’t granted until 1959,

We recommend that first-time visi-
tors utilize a combination of cruise ships
and escorted tours to see the state.

il

Alaska is well-known for its mam-
moth cabbages and other cool-weather
produce such as potatoes, carrots,
peas and broccoli. Alaska’ s justly fa-
mous seafood includes crab, shrimp,
salmon and halibut.
 Alaska Shopping

In Alaska, you can shop for muk-
luks, smoked salmon, beadwork, bas-
ketry, jewelry of gold and jade, ivory
and whalebone carvings, knitted clothing
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