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PREFACE

I am very glad to write a word of preface to Mr. Sye’s
translation of my book. He expressed the opinion, in a let-
ter to me, that the book would be helpful to Chinese students.
1t would be very gratifying to me, if it found a large body of
readers among college students in China, as I have long
believed that a training in historical method—both in the
theory and in the practice ,of it—should form a part of the
cultural training not only of students and teachers of history,
but also of all students of our high schools and colleges.
The educated man or woman is one who knows how to
employ the various methods for ascertaining the truth in
mathematics, natural science and in history. The methods
in mathematics and in natural science have long formed parts
of our curricula; strangely enough, little or no attention has
been given to training in the most important of all methods,
that of the historical past. It is an exception when a
teacher of history is acquainted with the method by means
of which the truth of the past as history is ascertained; he
is quite incapable of distinguishing between the book that
rests on thorough, scientific research and a popular, untrust-
worthy text.

The development of an historical consciousness, a con-
sciousness of man’s entire social past as history, is im-
perative for every highly civilized people. This historical
consciousness must be created anew in each generation. It
is the work of the writers and teachers of history. That they
may do their work effectively they must be trained in his-
torical method. In the period through which China is
passing, what could be more helpful to her than a large body
of critically trained historians and teachers of history?
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