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Preface

In this country named “#1[H”(China) , many people are baf-
flingly afraid of the Chinese character “#” (middle). Suppose
someone were to be considered “middle-of-the-roader”, which is
a mean good appellation, that would almost be tantamount to ad-
dressing him as a disgusting “hedger”. If one’s behaviours are
classified into“ § Ji Z i ” (golden mean), “#F T F X ” (eclecti-
cism), or“+h[a]iE " (middle course), he would then be the tar-
get of criticism.

“Golden mean”, the core of feudal ideclogy, has been pre-
vailing in China for several thousand years. No doubt it has been
attacked by us for several decades. However, the result turns to
be that some may not have understood what “golden mean”
means, but become trembling any time they see the character
“f1” (middle).

To me, writing a philosophical work with “Middlism” as its

main thread seems to be a little risky.
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4 Preface

But in fact 1 have never thought of taking risks, not even to

stand aloof. Only a strong sense of responsibility propels me on.

What is written in this book is my meditation and reflection
on the miscellaneous phenomena of life over the recent years. Be-
ing addicted to philosophy, I prefer to express them with some
philosophical terms, though I have always felt frustrated for be-
ing unable to find something exact to link them together. In
1992, fortunately, I had the chance to enrich myself in the Party
School of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Chi-
na through a series of training courses. Just at this time, Deng
Xiaoping's Remarks during his Southern Tour were issued,
which profoundly emancipate the minds and push further the
cause of reform and opening to the outside world into a new
stage. The learning and discussions in the Party School was in
full swing. 1 had got many enlightenment from both my teachers
and classmates in the school. 1 did feel to be suddenly enlight-
ened. So I had finished the first draft in about half a month.
When one paragraph was finished, 1 would invite some profes-
sors and colleagues for discussion, and their words provided me
with fresh insights and the confidence to carry on. But the draft
modification turned to be delayed owing to the daily routines
when I got back to office from my study. Anyhow, I took the

last draw ahead of the date for publication.

We have truly made historic breakthroughs in both economic
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6 Preface

and political theories since the implementation of reform and o-
pening to the outside world policy, which is predominantly mani-
fested through Deng Xiaoping’s theory of building socialism with
Chinese characteristics and is completely confirmed at the 14th
National Congress of The Communist Party of China. Just as the
7th National Congress of the Communist Party of China had es-
tablished Mao Zedong Thought as the guiding principle for the
whole party, the 14th National Congress, to realize the moderni-
zation in the new age, had recognized that Deng Xiaoping’'s theo-
ry of constructing socialism with Chinese characteristics is the
Marxism of present China, the guiding principle for the people
and the Party.

However, it should be admitted that the breakthrough in
philosophy has fallen behind compared with economic and politi-
cal theories. Consequently, we have encountered many difficul-
ties and setbacks in carrying out our lines, guiding principles and
policies as philosophy is decisive to people’s ways of thinking.

Why do some people sometimes fail to completely under-
stand and carry out the party’s basic lines?

Why can’t some people unite the two basic points of the bas-
ic line all the time?

Why is it unable for us to set a clear distinction and keep a-
way from the wrong tendencies of both “leftism” and “right-
ism”?

Why are we haunted by the peaceful evolution while the
pace of reform and opening up to the world is delayed?

Why doesn’t the preponderant socialist system show its in-

herent vitality?
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8 Preface

Why does the newly-built socialist system take on retrogres-
sive metamorphosis?

Why do we, who have been insisting on arming our minds
with materialist dialectics, make blunders of idealism and meta-
physics all the time?

In addition, what new demands have been put forward in the
new period when economic construction is taken as the central
work?

What is the distinction between reform philosophy and revo-
lutionary philosophy?

In what way can our philosophy and social order be incorpo-

rated into the social ethic?

In fact, all these questions should be resolved by philoso-
phy, or at least, should be provided with an answer in terms of
philosophy. The questions of philosophy also need answers in
terms of philosophy.

Therefore, it is urgent for us to understand and utilize the
basic principles of Marxist philosophy, summarize the experi-
ences and lessons in the new era, cognize them from the high lev-
el of philosophy and further develop Marxist philosophy. It is of
great importance though it is tough work. Concerted efforts
from theoretic circles, in particular, from the philosophical com-
munity, should be made to ponder it over. As to me, I venture
to let out my ideas for exchanges and discussion though they
might invite attacks from all walks of life, If they can only con-
tribute to the philosophical study, my desires will be fulfilled

just as an ancient poet once said, “though my social status stays
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10 Preface

low, I dare never shrink from the responsibility for the nation.”
v

Undoubtedly it is of great demand to understand Marxist
philosophy in an all-round way and develop Marxist philosophy
in reality.

As is known, any mature philosophy is a huge and “all-em-
bracing” system, from which all phenomena in the world can be
provided with a proper answer. However, we must lay emphasis
on the phenomenon worth noticing. Facts show that, owing to
the difference of ages, demands for philosophy and behaviors,
people often pay more attention to those sectors that accord with
the current needs and practical demands. Then, they will give
them high priority, and dwell upon them.

Philosophy is concerned about world outlook as well as
methodology. It can be easily compared to an arsenal, from
which we can select tools according to different “battles”. As it
is, our country has changed from the age of taking class struggle
as the key mission into the new age of taking economic construc-
tion as the central task, so has our party from a “rebellion party”
into a “party in power”. The change of historical period and po-
sition of the party, as a result, requires certain changes in phi-
losophy, some breakthroughs and development upon the basic
principles of Marxist philosophy. Suppose any fresh ideas differ-
ent from the statements of Marxist literature were to be degraded
as profanity to Marxism, or even as revisionism or opportunism,
our thoughts would be bondaged and vigorous Marxism would be

changed into dead doctrines. Obviously, that is not the way to
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12 Preface

believe in Marxism, but to blaspheme or profane it,

\'

This book is entitled Methodology for Reform. As for me,
there is no other alternative though I am not sure whether it is
exhaustive in covering the content. To make it clearer, I'd like
to add a few points here;

1. I do not mean to transfer Marxism to the sphere of “*Mid-
dlism”, but to generalize the issues in philosophy only from a
special viewpoint, or to add a special weapon to the arsenal of
Marxism, namely, another way of thinking in view of the cur-
rent and realistic demands.

2. Middlism isn’t equal to the doctrine of mean. The basic
reason is that it doesn’t stand against struggie, and holds the
points that “middleness” shall not be always correct, nor shall
“the even-handed ideas”. It only expatiates the struggle and the
unity of the two opposites in an all-around way. Moreover, to
counter the biasedness in current thinking methods, stress is put
on the unity and the relations between the unity and the strug-
gle. Apparently, it deals with intermediate, but the intermediate
thinking possesses two tendencies or circumstances: One is a
complete and conciliated intermediate, taking “fence-straddler”
as its most essential methodology; the other is regarding the in-
termediate as one of struggle and as one of proper struggle. This
book prefers the latter to the former.

3. In spite of these circumstances, the Methodology for
Re form doesn’t seem to be exhaustive to cover the content of

this book. If it is named according to its most prominent charac-
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