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The Elephant King, the Shanjuan Gretto
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“The Sky-reaching Stone Pine”
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The Magic Spectacle of the Grottos

The Shanjuan Grotto and the Zhanggong Grotto at
Yixing, Jiangsu Province date back to more than one
million years. They provide magnificent scenery and
have the reputation of “the {irst ancient site south of
the Yangtze®.

The Shanjuan Grotto is on Conchshell Hill with a
total of 5,000 square metres and, for touring purposes,
a distance of about 800 metres. It is divided into three
strata with four grottos; the upper, the middle, the
lower and a water grotto. The whole thing appears to
be a huge building carved in stome. Standing at the
entrance of the grotto is an erect Pillar Rock as tall
as T metres in height formed drop by drop from accu-
mulated stalactite. It must be over 30,000 years,.consi-
dering that it increases 1 cm. in height every 30-50
vears. The middle grotto is a huge natural stone hall,
capable of holding thousands of tourists. On each side
of the stone hall stand a pair of gigantic stones in the
shape of bronzy lions and white elephants. They are
so vivid, as if welcoming the sightseers with smiles.
The upper grotto is like a conchshell with mist
wreathing all over the place, the temperature remaining
at 23°C. all the year round; so it is cool in summer
and warm in winter, When the tourist comes here, it
seems to him to be in a cloudy sky.

Still more marvellous are the lower and the water
grottos. Onmne can reach the {ormer by walking down
105 stone steps in a tunnel from the middle grotto.
The lower grotto is long and narrow with a cascade

falling down a precipice until it reaches the bottom of
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the pit with splashing sounds. Here are more queer
objects formed by accumulated stalactite, such as jade-
green grapes, orange—coloured citrons, white and tender
bulbous roots of lotus and white cranes stretching their
wings, especially a pine in stone that seems to touch
the sky and an enormous stone screen with patterns of
plum flowers. They are various in form aand rich in
beauty.

Turning back from here, one arrives at the charm-
ing water grotto. Rowing in a light canoe and drifting
along the winding current, you can see the light danc-
ing on the reflection in the water; it is very grotesque
all the way, so that you cannot distinguish the stone
from the water, as if you were wandering in a
mythical “Crystal Palace”. After three windings about
120 metres' rowing on the subterranean stream, you see
in big characters “Sudden Brightening of View” on
the cliff in front. Now you leave the canoe and find
yourself outside the Shanjuan Grotto, with such a
feeling of exhilaration that you can't help applauding
with amazement, )

The Zhanggong Grotto is on Yufeng Hill. The
extraordinary thing is that there are T2 grottos, large
and small, one inside the other, and the other inside
yet another, each is different from the other and each
has its own wonders. You find the weathers of the
four seasons in the different grottos, so one might say:
“A day in the mountain is equal to a year on the
earth”. It is really fairyland, famous as the spectacle
of the land. The grotto may be divided into two parts,
the front and the rear, about 1,000 m. in touring dis-
tance. Normally the trip starts from the rear and comes
out at the front; the grotto is small, low and dark
at first, but large, high and bright afterwards. As soon

as you enter, there is a large stone hall, in front of
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which is an unfathomable sea of stone known as “The
great marine house”. Going up from the big hall, in-
numerable stone steps lead you to the best past of the
grotto, the hall of the Dragon King. It is a huge
palace with mist and clouds floaling about the vault
and curious rocks overhanging from the top, displaying
a conglomeration of colours as if made of agate. Two
archaic pines in stone look like colossal pillars that
nphold Dragon King's palace at the bottom of the sea;
two gigantic overhanging rocks look like a pair of
“palace lanterns” hung in space and casting out
splendid light.

Yet there is another extraordinary spectacle: by
looking at the oval-shaped “water mirror” — the accu-
mulated drippings from the solidified lava above - at
the bottom of King Dragon's Hall, you can see the
reflection of the grotto entrance and that of the blue
sky join together. The sight is so bewitching that it
makes you feel to be in fairyland. At both sides of
Dragon King's Hall there are innumerable small grottos,
pnarrow and winding, called “Entrails Grotto”; some go
through gigantic stones called “Nostril Grottos”; others
are like spider-webs called “Chess-board Grottos”, Still
there are others, such as “The seven magical squares”,
“Carps playing in water” and “A ray of morning sun”.
Every grotto is a world in itself. It is said that the
well-known Chinese painter Xu Beihong once took a
trip to the Zhanggong Grotto, and when asked what
were his impressions, he replied: “It is rather difficult
to describe in concrete terms, but | have a few words
for it -to say charming and exquisite, you may not
believe it; you can really appreciate its supreme beauty,

only when you get there”.
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