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Prologue

“World Heritages™ are the common wealth passed down to and shared
by all human beings of the world as the essence of richness and variety of
the culture and nature heritages of this planet. The heritages included in the
“List of World Heritages™ are evidences of evolution of nature and human
beings, a kind of bridge linking the past to the future. Their importance is
beyond time and space, without any ideological or geological “border”.
They belong to not only the country and people where they are, but also
all the people of the whole world.

China, an oriental nation of long civilization, is rich of such cultural and
natural heritages. The latest study and discovery have extended its history
of civilization beyond the recognized 5.000 years, probably thousands of
years longer. Naturally, China has countless cultural heritages from its
various nature wonders and very long history.

By May of 2004, World Heritage Committee of UNESCO has recog-
nized and registered 29 Chinese heritages into “World Heritages List”. The
20 World Cultural Heritages include Great Wall, Imperial Palace of Ming &
Qing Dynasties, Mogao Grottoes, Mausoleum of the First Qin Emperor
and Terracotta Warriors, Peking Man Site, Chengde Mountain Resort and
Outlying Temples, Temple and Cemetery of Confucius and the Kong Fam-
ily Mansion, Potala Palace, Ancient Building Complex in Wudang
Mountains, Old City of Lijiang, Old City of Pingyao, Classical Gardens in
Suzhou, Heaven Temple, Summer Palace, Dazu Rock Carvings, Longmen
Grottoes, Yungang Grottoes, Imperial Tombs of Ming and Qing Dynasties,
Ancient Villages in Southern Anhui—Xidi and Hongcun, and Mount
Qincheng and the Dujiangyan Irrigation System. As for the cultural scene,
it is no other but the well known Lushan National Park. The 4 world nature
heritages are Jiuzhaigou Gully Scenic and Historic Interest Area, [Tuanglong
Scenic and Historic Interest Area, Wulingyuan,and Three Parallel Rivers

Scenic and Historic Interest Area. More over, there are also 4 as both




nature and culture heritages: Mt Taishan, Mt Huangshan, Mt Emei and
Leshan Giant Buddha, and Mt. Wuyi.

The locations of these heritages covers 3 special municipalities, 14 prov-
inces and 3 autonomous regions, yet they are only a few representatives of
China’s many wonders of nature and culture.

So far the UNESCO has approved 754 world heritages in 175 countries
of the convention altogether , of which China alone has 29 on its land, next
only to Spain and Italy in number , holding place among all other nations.

These 29 in China have also covered up all categories of world heritages,
which is rare as in other countries. What is more, the time span is of
hundreds of thousands of years, from the Peking Man site of 500,000 years
ago, the Great Wall of the Spring and Autumn Period and the Warring States
Period, to the Imperial Palaces of Ming and Qing Dynasties; such continu-
ance and consistence is hardly comparable as well.

Specifically, the 29 heritages can be grouped into 10 categories: palaces,
altars and temples, mausoleums, military defenses, old cities, ancient villages,
classical gardens, religious buildings, primitive sites, mountains, rivers and
ancient engineering projects.

The integrity of culture and nature is the primary feature of Chinese
civilization, which is perfectly reflected in China’s world heritages. Its re-
sources of nature and humanities, be it a mountain or a river or a historical
site, are indispensable and united, a unique glamour from a perfect combina-
tion of nature and humanities.

And the aim of this book is to give a comprehensive and detailed intro-
duction to the 29 heritages. Scientifically cataloged and rationally arranged, it
is reliable in data, rich in knowledge, catchy in essence, visual with illustration,
and attractive to all, as well as some useful tips to tourists, in the hope of

bring about some intimacy to those who love the land of China and cherish
China’s world heritages.
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Criteria for Inclusion

To be included on the Werld Heritage List, sites must satisfy the se-
lection criteria. Revised riégularly by the World Heritage Committee,
the criteria have evolved t& mateh the gvolution of the World Heri-

tage concept itself.

Cultural criteria

The criteria for inclusion of cultural properties on the
World Heritage List should always be seen in relation to one
another and should be considered in the context of the defi-
mtion set out in Article 1 of the Convention.

A monument, group of buildings or site which is nomi-
nated for inclusion on the World Heritage List will be con-
sidered to be of outstanding universal value for the purpose
of the Convention when the Committee finds that it meets
one or more of the following criteria and the test of
authenticity. These criteria are defined by the Committee in
1ts Operational Guidelines. Each property nominated should:

1 represent a masterpiece of human creative genius; or

1 exhibit an important interchange of human values,
over a span of time or within a cultural area of the world, on
developments in architecture or technology, monumental
arts, town-planning or landscape design; or

11 bear a unique or at least exceptional testimony to a
cultural tradition or to a civilization which is living or
which has disappeared; or

v be an outstanding example of a type of building or
architectural or technological ensemble or landscape which
illustrates (a) significant stage(s) in human history; or

v be an outstanding example of a traditional human
settlement or land-use which is representative of a culture (or
cultures), especially when it has become vulnerable under
the impact of irreversible change; or

vi be directly or tangibly associated with events or
Mving traditions, with ideas, or with beliefs, with artistic

and literary works of outstanding universal significance (the
Committee considers that this criterion should justify inclu-
sion in the List only in exceptional circumstances and in
conjunction with other criteria cultural or natural).

Natural criteria

A natural heritage property - as defined in Article 2 of
the Convention - which is submitted for inclusion in the
World Heritage List will be considered to be of outstanding
universal value for the purposes of the Convention when the
Committee finds that it meets one or more of the following
criteria specified by Operational Guidelines and fulfilling the
conditions of integrity set out below. Sites nominated should:

i. be outstanding examples representing major stages
of carth’s history, including the record of life, significant on-
going geological processes in the development of landforms,
or significant geomorphic or physiographic features; or

ii. be outstanding examples representing significant
on-going ecological and biological processes in the evolu-
tion and development of terrestrial, fresh water, coastal and
marine ccosystems and communities of plants and animals,
or

iii. contain superlative natural phenomena or areas of
exceptional natural beauty and aesthetic importance; or

iv. contain the most important and significant natural
habitats for in situ conservation of biological diversity, in-
cluding those containing threatened species of outstanding
universal value from the point of view of science of
conservation.
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