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Unit One

I . Listening Comprehension

T

Listen to the | g passage and ch the best answer for each of the following:
1. The listener sent an e-mail to the radio station in order to

A. ask about the special programs on Valentine's Day
B. learn about Valentine's Day and its celebration
C. complain about the celebration of Valentine’s Day in foreign countries
2. According to the legend, Valentine's Day was celebrated on February 14th in
memory of

A. a man called Saint Valentine who helped many people on that day

B. a man called Saint Valentine who was killed for his Christian belief

C. the tradition of celebrating a lovers' day in ancient Rome

3. How do the modern young lovers express their own love to each other?

A. They send gifts including cards, flowers and chocolate to each other.

B. They pay to have their messages of love printed on newspapers.

C. Both A and B
Tapescript

Our VOA listener question this week comes in an e-mail from Iran, He asks
about Valentine's Day and how it is celebrated.

Americans celebrate Valentine's Day each year on February fourteenth. It is
named for Saint Valentine, an early Christian churchman who reportedly helped
young lovers. Valentine was executed for his Christian beliefs on February
fourteenth, more than 1 700 years ago. But the day that has his name is even older
than that!

More than 2 000 years ago, the ancient Romans celebrated a holiday for lovers.
As part of the celebration, girls wrote their names on pieces of paper and put them in
a large container. Boys reached into the container and pulled one out. The girl whose
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name was written on the paper became his girlfriend, or sweetheart, for a year.

Lovers still put their names on pieces of paper. They send each other Valentine's
Day cards that tell of their love. Sometimes they also send gifts, like jewelry, or
flowers, or chocolate candy, or all three!

Americans usually send these gifts and cards through the mail system ... or
lately , in a computer message, But some use still another way to send their messages.
They pay to have them printed in a newspaper.

Some of the messages are simple and short; “Jen, I love you very much,
Peter. " Others say more. This one, for example: “Dan, roses are red, violets are
blue, I hope you love me as much as I love you. Forever, Mary. "

Most of the newspapers that print such messages are local. But one is sold
throughout the United States and in many other countries too. It is USA Today. This
means that a Valentine message can be sent to someone you love in a far away city or
town almost anywhere in the world.

Will this kind of Valentine’s Day message reach the one you love? Only if you
are sure that he or she reads the newspaper.

Chinese translation of the passage;

AR, G HTRERLTHRG RS EBZE" FRERETHAR
H, R@FRATORAAE S TMEMIAFEH,

KEALEFG2A 4 aNEEFRATRRES, ZAFIARLATH
HE-AETHHLFo 260, MEREHRHiHE 3 FHAE, 1700 § S47eh 2
AU E RtTHTAARKEHAALRE 2EHFEE . LETHILEAEH
TEHE,

2000 32, FFBEAKATHAGNT D, RRFA At A K Hie
HLHEFTEABRE KERTHA—AXLER, FHUSBFAERE
Hhdt —ERAR M EFREFHRA A REEE—FFPUBAATHA AR
AL

RE HENBREEATHBREE LKL, LTI MHAF 2, Fot
AT LS it R TR EET A AR, A = H ik

£ RAALH AR TR A A AT A S B
HIREP. RENM—LARNS - H7 XL ERL RNOBERKEAL RN
Z %, i

AW AMAMNA, 4o " W HEF R AR — AN RBET T
&,iﬂ:“ﬂ',&’liﬁ&ﬁ{l.‘K’?’ﬁii&ﬁ,ﬁﬁﬁﬁ--ﬁiﬂ!—-#fﬁﬁ%iiﬁu

.2



AL E AR 6 I

FHEEATEN AL FTHRL B L b EA it SH R REs
A, IS0 R E Sk AR EA Y SR bR T IR 69 5 T A 8
B AR AR LS AT o R R

150 & o AR B SR 6 AT B 915 0D BB {R A A kA 4k AR ik 5 AR
A

I.B 2.B 3 C

II . Vocabulary

Replace the underlined parts in the following sentences with proper words or
expressions:

1. He wanted to become a singer, but was opposed by his parents.

2. He is in a bad mood because he had a quarrel with his girlfriend yesterday.
3. These trees are suitable o small gardens, as they do not need much room.
4

. The new CPU dramatically enhances the capability of accessing data in the

computer.

n

- If one promises to perform his duty, he should brave it out.

6. Many economic experts conceived of the probability that the interest rates would
be reduced again to save the economy from the depression.

7. He promised to go to bed soon after the TV program was over.

8. She must have had something to say as she looked at me with a thoughtful
expression on her face.

9. Considering the physical condition of the elderly man, it is a wonder that he
works over 16 hours on his book every day.

10. It is a false belief that animated cartoons are only suitable for children.

11. The wide spread of the mad cow disease has aroused great panic among many
European countries,

12. The computer virus was designed to infect only Word documents at a fixed time.

13. The two cases that happened at the same time led the police to believe that they

were connected.

14, It is impossible to stick to all these statements made 20 years ago now that many
things have changed.

15. With USB port connectors, auxiliary devices can be joined to the computer very

. 3.



easily.

s
1. deprecated
el — 53k F 2l E T LA R,
2. in that
sty R AHHERELMAFRET.
3. befit
EERESHANERE BATNREEM.,
4. competence
MY CPU(PRAEFE)RFRAZEILMHLBEARTA .
5. discharge
wRBREERTRE RRARBETES.
6. envisaged
HELFEERS AEREHRL RTRAELERIE,
7. presently
HREX R B R RE b,
8. reflective
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9. Given
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10. fallacy
AAFHE A RES B, A EAHTE.
11, prevalence
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12, piven
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i . Reading Comprehension
Passage One
Anziz and His Magic Flute

There was once a shepherd boy named Anziz who worked for a rich but cruel
money-lender.

While Anziz was looking after the sheep, he played his flute.

When the money-lender found him playing the flute during working hours, he
broke the flute and fired the boy.

There was nothing the people of the village could do to help Anziz because they
all owed the money-lender money.

Not long after this, an old man visited the village. When he heard what had
happened, he taught Anziz how to play magic music. This music was so wonderful
that even animals liked to listen.

One night, the money-lender dreamed about a white rabbit with a black spot on
its head. In the moming, he sent his son to find and catch this rabbit.

Before long, the money-lender’s son came across Anziz in the forest playing his
magic for the animals., One of them was the white rabbit.

The money-lender’s son paid Anziz a lot of money for the rabbit and took it
away. However, before he got it home, it escaped.

The money-lender was very angry and sent his second son to get the rabbit. The
same thing happened. It happened again when he sent his third son.

The money-lencer decided to get the rabbit himself. He soon found Anziz and
began to bully him. However, Anziz played his flute anc the money-lender was
quickly surrounded by flierce animals.

“Please make the animals go away!” he begged Anziz.

"1 will if you will give away half of all your money to the people of the
village, " Anziz said.

The money-lender agreed, and Anziz told the animals to leave him alone.

The money-lender kept his word, and the people were forever grateful to Anziz.

{295 words )
Judge whether each of the following statements is true or false.

1. Animals obeyed Anziz because he had learnt the magic to control them.



2. The money-lender did not break his word because he felt sorry for what he had
done to the villagers.
Chi translation of the [
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Passage Two

Easter Eggs

When the first spring flowers blossom, Easter comes. It is the oldest Christian
feast, commemorating ( £3:%:) the resurrection ( 875 ) of Jesus Christ.
Along with the traditional Easter walk or outing, the giving of Easter eggs and,
more recently, of Easter presents is a main feature of the feast. Parents give their
-6 -



children “Easter eggs” — colored and boiled eggs, chocolate eggs, marzipan eggs —
Easter bunnies({ o ), sweets, and other gifts. In some German regions, children
virtually “collect” Easter eggs from their relatives, especially their godparents.

Usually, the Easter eggs are carefully hidden in the garden or in the house and
the children must search for them an the morning of Easter Sunday. They are told that
the Easter bunny has brought them. This anonymous, mysterious bunny is like Santa
Claus at Christmas. But it is less of an “educational” figure than Santa Claus is, since
the eggs are not given to children as rewards for being good.

Some Easter egg games have been preserved at certain places in Germany or have
ever been newly developed. Children try to outdo each other in rolling colored egps
down grassy slopes, for instance, or they knock the eggs’ pointed ends together and
the child whose eggs does not shatter gets the broken ones, too. In some places, this
custom was even used as the name of a local festival.

Easter presents furnish interesting stories of cultural and social change. The first
historical mention of colored eggs goes back to the year 1 230 A. D. In the 16th and
17th centuries colored eggs were given as Easter presents. In the Barogue period it
became customary for young people who wanted to become engaged to give each
other colored and decorated eggs. This remained a rural custom in some regions of
central and castern Europe for a long time.

The origin of the * Easter egg” custom is not fully known. One reason for it is
that around Easter time the rural household had plenty of eggs handy. The hens began
to lay eggs again in the spring. Another explanation is that Easter marks the end of the
time of fasting, during which eggs and meat were forbidden. The decisive factor,
however, probably had to do with the taxes which the peasants had to pay to their
lords, to the church, or to their parsons{ #{ [ $ifi ). Easter was one of the dates
when they became dve and many eggs were among the payments delivered at this
time. The lords of the land, especially the church and the monasteries ( 1% EH %),
gave some eggs to the poor as a kind of charity.

Modern society claims that all men have the same rights and obligations. The
customs relating to gifts have changed accordingly. Easter eggs have lost their original
color of charity, and have become “surprise gifts”. Presents are now exchanged
between individuals who want to surprise their friends or relatives and make them
happy.

{515 words )}
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Choose the best answer for each of the following:

1. Which of the following activities is not commonly practiced in many Western
countries?
A. Hide the colored eggs in the garden or house.
B. Walking or outing.
C. Rolling colored eggs down slopes.

2. Nowadays sending Easter eggs to one another is mainly as
A. an exchange of love
B. a kind of charity
D. an exchange of happiness

Chinese translation of the passage:
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Passage Three

New Blood for the Count

Metaphilm, a new company, is spending $8 000 000 on Bram Stoker’s original
Dracula, a clean break with the more than 40 Dracula movies made already which are
genre pieces rather than true portrayals.

The part of Count Dracula has not been cast vet and may not be easy to assign.
Bela Lugosi is dead. And since this authentic Dracula must look younger and younger
as the film progresses, such gnarled embodiments of wickedness as Richard Burton
may be ruled out.

“Dracula has been around for four hundred years and is still a sensualist,” said
Wolf, the writer of the script. " Think of the energy that requires! 1 would like to see
him played as intelligent, brilliant and twrned on. T argue that the story of Dracula has
one theme, that Dracula is the Anu-Christ. ™

“The great chase at the end of the story cries out for lavish, modern special
effects. Imagine the scene. You are looking down a long, jagged, paleolithic valley
full of appalling rocks and crags. A slowly winding cortege carries Dracula’s body,
flanked by ferocious gypsies. ~

“Snow starts to fall. Two leagues away, two sets of good guys race to overtake
the body before the sun goes down-the sun is an actor in the film. A magic circle has
been drawn to keep out vampires.

“0Old Dr. van Helsing and his band of young men are shooting with repeating
rifles at wolves who are running down the mountains to protect the gypsies from the
good guvs, You cannot possibly be faithful w that finale except on a giant screen with

the very latest film techniques. ”



“ Dracula has also come to reflect America’s present day anxieties and
confusions,” says Walf. " He soothes our fear of death by living for ever on a diet of
blood and by growing always younger he appeals to a culture that hates to be more
than 40, "

{328 words)
Judge whether each of the following statements is true or false .
1. Wolf in the passage is probably a producer,
2. Wolf describes the wide symbolism of Dracula to imply why the audience like to
watch movies about Dracula.
Chinese translation of the passage;
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Pnssage Four

The Capital City

Washington, D. C. { District of Columbia ), the capital of the United States,
was named after two important people in. American history, George Washington and
Christopher Columbus. It lies on the Potomac River between Maryland and Virginia.
Many tourists, both from other parts of the U. 5. and abroad, visit this city,
especially in the early spring when the cherry trees given by ths government of Japan
begin to blossom. This city is the site of many federal government buildings,

me and

The U. 8. federal government has three branches: the legislative, which makes
laws; the executive, which enforces them; and the judicial, which interprets them.
All three branches have their home in the capital. The two houses of the U. §.
Congress, the Senate and the House of Representatives, meet in the Capitol. The
President, the chief of the executive branch, has his office and home in the White
House. The highest court in the U. §. judiciary system, the Supreme Court, is also
located in the capital.

The monuments to three presidents, George Washington, Thomas Jefferson and
Abraham Lincoln, add to the beauty of the city. The capital is also a big cultural
center, known especially for the Smithsonian Institution with its museums of science,
technology, history and art,

(217 words)
Choose the best answer for each of the following:
1. Which of the following constructions is not located in Washington?

A. The Senate.

B. The Statue of Liberty.

C. The White House.

2. The branch of the U.S. federal government which puts the law into force is
11 -



