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Preface

by Professor John H. Jadesom(D

i

In its relatively short existence of about eight and

- one—half years, the WTO Dispute Settlement (DS) Sys-

‘ tem is ‘already described as thé most important feature of

" theé equally new World Trade Organization (WTO). In

this period, over 295 complaints by government members

of the WTO have been initiated, and although many are

settled orfor ‘other reasoris' d6 riot go forward to a full

panel process, the case load of the WTO DS system has

~ been many times busier tHan its predecessor GATT
(General Agreement on Tariffs ind Trade) system.

" Central to the WTO DS system is the DSU (Dispute

Settlement _Understanding)., thé treaty ‘text contained in

'Annex 2 to the WTO '“:C.;harter,"' which governs the pro-

cedures for the DS system. This text is thus vital to the

essential purposes of the WTO and thus to the principal set

of trade rules for the globalizing world.

@® University Professor of Law, Georgetown University Law Center; Director, Institute of
International Economic Law, GULC; Editor in Chief, Journal of Intemational Economic Law.
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In this volume, Dr. Yang Guohua has created an im-
pressive tool for the many government of:ﬁ'cialsA, legal
practitioners, scholars, media participants, and others to
assist them in their practical and important endeavors. Dr.
Yang Guohua brings to his work exceptional experience
and perspective as a Chinese government official who has
participated in important WTO cases on behalf of China.
In writing this book he has constructed an article by article
explanation of the DSU texts, based on his experience and
citing over 100. reports.of the WTO DS system. This
unique work allows users to quickly perceive the essential
primary material which influences and affects the inte-
rpretation and application of the intricate DSU texts. In
addition the author includes in this handbook all of the
DSU related documents for easy reference.

It is hard to imagine a work that will be more appre-
ciated by those who must struggle constantly with these
. texts, particularly since the already elaborate jurisprudence
concerning these texts is essential to understanding treaty
clauses that are oftcrtll necessarily terse and sometimes

, .

ambiguous.
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