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Northern Song Writer Yang Yi and His Relation to Buddhism
YANG Zengwen

Abstract: Yang Yi, honored as the scholar of Imperial Academy and served several official posts,
was a brilliant writer during the early period of Northern Song Dynasty. Being once the leader of " Xi
Kun Ti" (one of the trendy literary styles) at that time, he had made a remarkable impact on promo-
ting Buddhism, especially the flourishing of Chan Buddhism in Song Dynasty. One of the masterpieces
in Chan Buddhism, entitled Jingde Record of lineage in transmitting the Dharma-lamp, Yang Yi had
participated in compilation became the most influential lineage work of Chan Buddhism after Song Dy-
nasty. Following the decree of emperor, he had also given the final touch to the newly translated Bud-
dhist scriptures. He had later taken refuge in Chan Buddhism, frequently practicing meditation and
speaking the Dharma, and keeping a close contact with Chan monks. The biography of Yang Yi can
not only increase our understanding of important social reason that lies in the development of Bud-
dhism , particularly Chan Buddhism, but also enhance our knowledge of the spiritual life of literati dur-
ing Song Dynasty.

Key words: 1. Yang Yi 2. Buddhism 3. Northern Song Dynasty
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