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If it would be foolish to try to formulate a
physics that only applied to the United States, or a
biology that held only in Korea, it is equally foolish
to settle for a sociology of religion that applies only
to Western nations. In our theoretical work we
have attempted to formulate propositions that apply
everywhere — that explain religious behavior as
adequately in China as in Canada. But, whether
we have succeeded in doing so cannot be assessed
except against appropriate data. Although we have
cited the available research literature for each of our
propositions, it will be obvious that these materials
are mainly limited to studies done in the United
States, and to a few done in Europe, because that’s
where research on religion has been going on —

almost no research has been done in Islamic nations
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or in Asia.

For this reason we are so very enthusiastic about there being
a Chinese edition of our work. The fact that a Chinese publisher
was willing to bring out a Chinese translation reflects the rapid
growth of the social scientific study of religion in China. That
means that our propositions now will be tested, and some
probably will be revised, by studies of religious life in China.
Nothing could please us more.

We also are honored to have our work translated by a scholar
in whom we have so much confidence. Professor Fenggang Yang
has established himself as a fine sociologist of religion and we are
certain that he has captured our meanings.

Finally, we look forward to meeting some of you who read
this book and to reading the work of others as they respond to,

extend, or improve on our theories.

Rodney Stark
Roger Finke



H
X
»ﬂ;g—:&:’: @-@i— ..................... (1)
S® TS, FWLUEXMT
FHHMEPERR - (1)
B—-Esn hFehmik
H— ERE. FPRR (33)
FoE BRI (52)
E=% LRE, e e (70)
8 FHAB
FE RERERL o (101)
EHE FHEEE. WEM
35[7':3% ..................... (142)

s



B FBW

N

B E R
HNT SZEBHAFI S e (175)
PhE KM RIENE oo (208)
AU et s Ot
FAE  FHBFH — NI oo (237)
BAE SEEHFNEL. HRWERE - (269)
BB KBRBUNEIRBGEF overeeereeeee (319)
BF B BEAa T S eveeenerrereeneesiienainiiiinnn (342)
},{%— SCAR cececererecrtttitiiiiiiitiiiititiiiiisiiiaas (352)
BB eeeereerrre e e (410)




S

SRR A
HERESW . SFH

1 X FREHM PRI R, XF
AREBIBEAFTEM. HE2B2EN “BR
Z37 KL, EFRNAUEERER TR
H, THBHFRRRRRZ. SR, THiRHA
we, REGFEEFFEFREFRAR, BEMD
HEFH—SERABR MY (Collins, 1998),
HE, WA BEE - /K% (Clifford Geertz,
1966) ¥, EHIEFEMRAXTFH. “FHER”
HEPRAFET, BEAEEG IHARNAN R
HEHLET .

MR, FESH - EA M (Thomas Hobbes)
BRI A=A S W RTRIBTAE B 2 — &
Bk, IR E R REEERAHIPEZ

» AERBHN—-NEHBEAY L L KN Rodney Stark, “Atheism, Faith, and The
Social Scientific Study of Religion. ” Journal of Contemporary Religion, (1999) 14: 41-62.

= HRERPREZTRRHAREDIE FAM P4



