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AUTHOR’S PREFACE TO CHINESE EDITION

It is with very particular pleasure that I accede to the
request of my friend and former pupil Mr. Tzehsiung Kuo
to write a few words of preface to the translation which he
has so laboriously undertaken of my book on the League of
Nations. I am gratified to him for performing this labour
of lore which recalls to me days of suspense and disillusion-
ment which we passed together in (Gleneva and Oxford in 193~
and 1932.

Writing in July 1936, I should explain to Chinese readers
that the book was written between the months of April and
October of last year. It was concluded under the impression
of Sir Samual Hoare’s speech in the Assembly of September
1935 and of the voting of the partial economic sanctions in
the first part of October. It therefore requires to be brought
up to date so as to include the later phases of the Italo-Abys-
sinian conflict and the capitulation of the League in July
1936. But a careful reader will be able to detect, in the book
as it stands, the underlying reasons for the League’s humilia-
ting failure and perhaps also signs of the apprehension ex-
isting in the author’s mind even at the moment when fortune
seemed to favour the League.

Some may be inclined to ask why Chinese readess and, in
particular, Chinese students, whose gaze is naturally directed
towards the future, should concern themselves with the League
of Nations. There is a simple answer to such questionings.
No one who is interested in the movement of international
politics (and what partriotic Chinese can fail to be so?) can
afford to neglect an acquaintance with the League. For the
League, whatever we may think of it, is one and probably
the most influential of the world’s international political
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centers. 'What is done there may be good or bad, honourable
or dishonourable, defensible or indefensible, but it is certainly
important—not only for the peoples of Europe but also for
the whole world. And the methods which are being worked
out at Geneva, whether for political or for less controversial
questions, such as health and transport, are of almost equal
interest to Chinese students of international affairs. Thus,
even at this moment of apparent decline, the League reamins,
on the one hand, a working model of a new international me-
thod and, on the other, a barometer recording the state of the
world’s political weather.

These were not the functions for which President Wilson
desired the League. His League has indeed disappeared and
belongs to history. But wise man (and China is full of wise
men) will not despise an institution because, under the impact
of experience, it has adapted itself to other functions than
those for which it was established. They will rather seek to
understand the causes and conditions which have brought
about this change of function an even enquire into the pos-
sibilities of still further changes.

The League was once compared by Sir Austen Chamberlain
to a young oak tree which would one day grow up and shelter
mankind under its branches. Experience has showed that
it is not an oak but a reed, bowing before every wind that
passes. But a reed, though not an instrument of power, has
its uses. Has not man himself been detailed as a thinking
reed? Alas, the League cannot think and sad indeed would
be many of its thoughts if it were endowed with consciousness.
But the contemplation of the League may stir thought in
others and such thought may lead to wise and fruitful action.
That these pages may contribute in modest measure to such
a result is the wish and hope of the author.

ALFRED ZIMMERN
Geneva, July 19, 1936.
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(i | ) Miller, The Drafting of the Covenant (1928), ii. 423.

(HIDELKSE S & Macartney, National States and National Minorities (1934), esp. p. 99, and La Nationalité
et ’histoire (ed. Koht: Paris, 1929).
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