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Imperial Palace of the Ming and Qing Dynasties
Municipality of Beijing China
Date of Inscription: 1987
Criteria: C (iii) (iv)

Seat of supreme power for over five centuries, the Forbidden City,
with its landscaped gardens and many buildings (whose nearly
10,000 bays contain furniture and works of art), constitutes a

priceless testimony to Chinese civilization during the Ming and

Qing dynasties.
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The Hall of Supreme Harmony
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he Place Museum, also known as the Forbidden City, is the largest and the
best-preserved palace complex extant in China. As it was the power center of
China’s last two feudal dynasties, the Ming and the Qing, altogether 24
emperors have lived and ruled from this palace during the 500-year span. After
changes of times and vicissitudes of dynasties, the palace is still as magnificent
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Th eHrghest Achievement of Chinese Ancient Palaces

(=ZFLEY 789 H EHE
A Map of the Capital City of the Zhou Dynasty Drawn
in the Book, Paintings of Rites

as before. With its carefully-designed layout, splendid structure and decoration,
clear and rigid hierarchy, flexible spatial composition, the Place Museum
embodies the extensiveness and profundity of traditional Chinese art, and
represents the highest achievements ancient China was able to make in
architectural engineering and art.

The construction of the Forbidden City began in the fourth year during the
reign of the third emperor of the Ming dynasty, Emperor Yongle (1406 A.D.),
with Chen Gui, Marquis Taining and WuZhong, Vice Minister of Works in
charge of the plan and design of Beijing and the City. The master builders
include Kuai Xiang, Cai Xin, Lu Xiang and Yang Qing etc, and approximately
1,000,000 laborers and 100,000 skilled artisans were drafted from all parts of
the country. It had taken whole ten years for workmen to get ready all the
building materials of timber, tiles, bricks and stones before the actual construc-
tion began on large scales. In the eighteenth year during the reign of Emperor
Yongle (1420 A.D.), the City was completed and Beijing officially became the
national capital.

The City is endowed with cosmic significance of astrology, and such
tradition of palatial design could datc back to the Qin and Han dynasties. The
full name of the City is the “Purple Forbidden City”. The “Purple” refers to
Ziwei Yuan (the Pole Star). According to the ancient people’s understanding
of astrology, the three stellar constellations Ziwei Yuan, Taiwei Yuan, and
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