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Hong Kong Vows to Combat
Air Pollution

From Reuters

TERE-UXTEESBRTREORE KA |
NI A UZENEEHR T FENT SR, HRWE
AR FIBFRS BT SSROFBRG LE0S |
RS, Wi, BEFECATFRRES  FESREER |
EBRLTER, T TRREIER?

\
i

Hong Kong on Friday again promised to combat worsening
air pollution which many fear is scaring away foreign investors
and tourists. »

Choking smog shrouded Hong Kong late last month as pol-
lution rose to a record high in the Central business district.

Secretary for the Environment Lily Yam renewed the
government’ s anti-pollution pledge after it emerged that a Eu-
ropean organization had called off a business conference in Hong
Kong because of the poor air. .

The business community has often complained that the
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pollution, caused mainly by vehicle exhausts, discc;urages for-
eign investment.

“I certainly regard clean air as my top priority...and the
government is fully behind me in this effort,” Yam told a gather-

15, ing of the Australian Chamber of Commerce in Hong Kong.

Yam said the government was promoting the wider use of
ultra-low sulfur diesel.

“The government vehicle fleet will try out this diesel in July
and franchised bus companies are also in support of using

20. cleaner fuel,” she said. ‘

“...I'would not rule out the possibility of banning the use of
other forms of diesel at some future time.”

Yam said the government also supported other initiatives
to develop clean fuel and related technology, including trolley

125 buses, hybrid vehicles and the use of natural gas.

Chief Executive Tung Chee-hwa announced in his policy
speech last October a program to convert 18,000 taxis from
diesel to liquefied petroleum gas, and to convert 6,000 mini-
buses to LPG or electricity. m

1RCHIZE

smog —17IZaE smoke 1 fog HHEXTIEL ( blending ). HEEZE AR ATAE
B R TR DROIEITREL . TEHIEEIERIGHHE . FRUREURAR
TIFE, WESERE, PHEREE] 4 H0L IR,

1 IR —MER e S T MERED. .

chunnel (channel + tunnel) / # & [ ¥, talkathon (talk + marathon) / %
HIL4L, stagflation (stagnation -+ inflation) / i & ik

2 REFE—MANER, WEEANTRIEE, -

newscast (news + broadcast) / #1 il ]~ # , workfare (work + welfare) / T

1124

—m ultra-low sultur diesel: &R BABILEI M Franchised 55 8 initiative:d8 1 hy-
brid: B4 87 liquefied petroleum gas: & 14 & #i &
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Eurasia (Europe + Asia) / BX T , psywarrior (psychological + warrior) / i&
WU F |

4. L E—MENE —AMERIEES. .

comsat (communications + satellite) LT &, telex (teleprinter + ex-
change) ®.f%, sitcom (situation + comedy)t% & Z Bl

BizigE
’__-_v

Secretary for the Environment Lily Yam renewed the government’ s
anti-pollution pledge after it emerged that a European organization had called
off a business conference in Hong Kong because of the poor air.(L6-9)

iR EFTEREEE, ~RRINAREY T REESE3AN—REES
We FEIERT, HRWBEANN (5i138) BRRETBEESRIVRG .

FEERME TLL IR G, ‘51 13 SCRRIER AR, 80K RE
i, SBAESYEE, ESCER . NSRRI AR R T, AR R SIS
FFAAE ORE— R aRRIGRI S k. .

In the last 25 of the many thousands of years which separate the discovery
of electrum from the discovery of electrons, we have at last come to realize
how much the properties of the former depend on the behavior of the latter.
AEALBELBNKALTFRHALHET F 54, RRERUL25%, KA1 A B H
RRESRELHETRATRTHEA.

Xin:

With the present rate of growth of ideas and plans of both physicists and
engineers, it is no longer possible to allow the development of the full poten-
tialities of the new metals to evolve over a period of about fifty years, as was
the case with aluminium in the period between 1890 and 1949.43 #7#% #1 2%
REWRET T 1890 5] 1949 4 50 Ry vt 5], WULE MM EE R TR
RS EH MR, ZEEHLBOH N 2HERE H RN F T FES0FEM
78, &3] IR o

M EEEIFRERILIE, HRIEFARRE 15 he7.

FENDTTRERN. B2, ETRERIRIET Secretary for the
Environment, 'EARE “MNEMTE" IR, R “WNEEHK".
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Yam said the government was promoting the wider use of ultra-
low sulfur diesel.(L16-17)

- TR HE4bEY promoting the wider use of #3Y4°F promoting that people should
use more and more..., EICFEZ R, KAOHTX —H R0 ik
(nominalization ), RIFEZIEEAA . A EMENE TR MBS LRI,
EFEALL NS

1. f&ji&. . The rocket has been developed. For this reason, man can
enter space. kAl 4 14L& #5 & 3% &= The development of the rocket makes it
possible for man to enter space.

280 an: 1f we know the forces on the gear we can determine its size.
4 184k £ #) % 3 %5 Knowledge of the forces on the gear makes possible the
determination of its size. ( # % T ABFE G A B EEY)

3./%% . n: This is one of the reasons for using sound power level to
characterize the noise emitted by various types of machines and equipment.
KRR W ERREE R XD ONBREEMREHERZ—.
ZiafksEry ( Ba)&iE) R CEPRERE .

1. READING COMPREHENSION
Directions:There are four choices marked A),B),C) and D) in the following questions or
unfinished statements.You should decide on the best choice based on the fext.
1. Why did a European organization cancel a business meeting in Hong Kong?
A) Because of the noise B) Because of the weather
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C) Because of the pollution D) Because of the traffic
2. According to the Secretary for the Environment in Hong Kong,

A) the government does not react promptly to the pollution problem
B) the government pays little attention to environmental protection
C) the cleaner fuel will only be used by government vehicles and privileged com-
panies
D) other forms of diesel will not be produced in the future
3. How many types of cleaner fuels are mentioned in the article that can replace
the traditional diesel?
A) 3 B 4 )5 D)6
Il. VOCABULARY AND STRUCTURE
A. MULTIPLE CHOICE
Directions:Choose A), B), C) or D) from the following items so that the sentences
are appropriate.
4. Unfortunately, the snowstorm ruled |
A) away B) off C) out D) away from
5 The____ froma donkéy and a horse is called a mule.
A) hybrid B) combination C) mix D) joining
6. The priority of governments has been given to the problem of heavy traffic.
A) first B) beginning C) basic D) top
B. MATCHING
Directions:Draw a line between an item in the left column and one in the right

their weekly meeting.

column so that the collocation is naturel and accepiable.

7.combat A) attempt
B. scare away B) thieves
9. discourage C) possibility
10. rule out D) energy
11. convert v E) inflation

C. ERROR CORRECTION

Directions:In either of the following sentences, there is one underlined part that is

not appropriate. Please identify and correct it.

12. The population of radiation-related deaths has reached a high record in that
A B c D

district.
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13. As long as there is hope, one has to be confident and optimistic when combating
A , B

against a fatal disease.
C D

LC2ARR: ASBHI, ATUEYIEEE, ENBUF A behind me in
this effort ( 8 top priority ), B3R 35— R FIFAR 7 I A9 initiative A9, C
J5 i) only 1 DI (4 produced B AAERA T XEMINE . 3.BIRR: AR
BEY PRI LR BB 5350 ultra-low sulfur diesel, natural gas, liquefied
petroleum gas ( 485 LPG ) #l electricity ( 22444 ), 4.C5.A6.D 7.E8.B
9.A 10.C 11.D 12.D record high 13.C (x)
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Florida Jury Awards $12.7 Million
to 3 Sick Smokers

By Michael Connor

AIEFirst Wave of Secondhand-Smoke Suits Due
in Florida—X BB SURIE BN AR R S LIRSS
 BREZUFENRREHTETSE, F2KREITHE
25 XEITE, SRIBEFISHIEE —ERERE, B
Next, the Jury will consider punitive damages which
could total as much as $300 billion for the #1-
nesses of al11 Florida's sick smokers, A~id&H LttEE

In a verdict setting the stage for a potentially massive puni-
tive damages award, a Florida jury ruled on Friday that America’s
cigarette makers injured three sick smokers and awarded them

a total of $12.7 million in compensatory damages.The compen-
‘5 satory, or personal-injury, awards were the highest yet in a U.S.

sick-smokers case and pave the way for the same six jurors to
weigh within weeks punitive damages for hundreds of thou-
sands of other ailing smokers in Florida.

The verdict is just the latest blow to America’ s beleaguered
tobacco companies in a class-action trial which began in Octo-

verdict # B punitive:1& 51 ¥ 89 rule: 3 F beleaguered:# Bl K #Y class-action: 3£ NINY BANK
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ber 1998 and which some say could push some of the nation’s
biggest corporations into bankruptcy.

“Everyone should be happy,” said Mary Farnan, who
wrapped an arm around her bespectacled, eight-year-old daugh-
ter after the jury awarded her $2.85 million to compensate for
her lung cancer.

The jury also ordered tobacco companies to pay $4.02 mil-
lion to the husband of the late Angie Della Vecchia, a housewife
killed by lung cancer, and $5.83 million to woodworker Frank
Amodeo, who has throat cancer.

The same jury ruled last year that the cigarette makers
sold defective products that sickened smokers. Next, the jury
will consider punitive damages which could total as much as
$300 billion for the illnesses of all Florida’ sick smokers.

Friday’ s awards may be trimmed, since the four men and
two men of the jury ruled that the three were each 15 to 25
peréent responsible for their illnesses after smoking collectively
for more than a century.

In addition, the jury found Amodeo should have known his
throat cancer, diagnosed in 1987, was related to smoking well
before 1990. This was the earliest year that sick people blaming
smoking for their illnesses could be included in the pioneering
class-action case.

Trial Judge Robert Kaye said he would consider dropping
Amodeo from the case sometime in the future.

The highest compensatory damages previously awarded by
a U.S. jury in a sick smoker case were $1.72 million to a Cali-
fornia housewife last month.

Lawyers for the plaintiffs in the Engle class-action, named
for a Miami Beach pediatrician with emphysema, had asked the
tobacco companies to pay about $13 million for lost wages, suf-
fering and other personal injuries.

Lawyers for the tobacco companies expressed disappoint-
ment at the verdict, which analysts said illustrated the weak-

m bespectacled: B IR 4 & plaintiffs. & & pediatricion: )L# E & emphysema:fif &, B
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45! ening appeal of the traditional industry defense that sick smok-
ers had only themselves to blame. The lav&yers predicted a dif-
ferent outcome in the punitive-damages phase of the trial.

“We have never believed that this jury would award dam-
ages to hundreds of thousands of smokers that these people

50 know nothing about,” said Philip Mqrrfs attorney Dan Webb.

Tobacco lawyers argued during the compensatory damages
trial that millions of Americans had quit smoking, that the health
risks of cigarettes were clear to all three, and that other factors
such as sawdust could have caused the injuries.

55 Edward Sweda, senior attorney at the Tobacco Products
Liability Project at Northeastern University, welcomed the ver-
dict as another step toward punishing tobacco companies.

“It holds accountable the tobacco companies for their mis-
conduct over the past two generations,” he said in an interview.

60 Shares of Philip Morris Cos Inc., the world's biggest to-

" bacco company and the maker of Marlboro, the world's best-
selling cigarette, ended flat at 22 15/16 after slipping on news
of the verdict.

Shares of R.J. Reynolds Tobacco Holdings Inc., which

165/ makes Camel cigarettes, closed down 1/16 to 20 on the NYSE.

Loews Corp, which operates Lorillard Tobacco Co, was flat at
51 13/16. '
Some legal experts and Wall Street analysts predict the
jury’ s punitive damages award, if any, will be much smaller.
‘Trial Judge Kaye told jurors they must return to Miami-
Dade County Court for the punitive phase of the trial, but did
not set a date. “It may take a couple of weeks for us to do what

we’ ve got to do,” the judge said.

He thanked the jurors, who have been serving since Octo-
ber 1998. “Once the next procedure is over, I hope that will be
it. There is still one more phase to worry about,” Kaye said. »

sawdust: 4% B B HINT BANK
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sick, ill, ailing, fragile (193 S & flik:
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Nancy is off sick with flu. # & B & 3 2% T & i L3t
il F04 “BREEAERY " ARV RERT W, B, Sunwell
[ hns
She was ill with anxiety. # B f/ET#H 7.
ailing (120 “HIE". R 28, WEWEEAIZIE. 0.
The children are always ailing. % 714 2 4 4%.
fragile LA S48 “(RAERY". 4o
The fragile lady walks slowly #1{s 8 fe # % + % J& 5 9.

The jury also ordered tobacco companies to pay $4.02 million to
the husband of the late Angie Della Vecchia, a housewife killed by
lung cancer, and $ 5.83 million to wood worker Frank Amodeo, who
has throat cancer.(L17-20)
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