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Preface
Deng Bai

The year before last, I left the beautiful West Lake to go back to my home town for two years
or more. This fall I came back to HangZhou from Guang Dong with the intention to spend my later
years quietly in the pictorial environment.

The next day aftercoming back Mr.Chen SongXian came to ask me to write the preface for his
recent book — “Research on Chinese Traditional Ceramic Art.” It was a surprise to me to be asked,
I got into debt of word and worried about writing a successful preface. Last year, I wrote more than
ten prefaces for old friends and students I felt those prefaces were not well written and felt a great
disappointment. But when I had read his book, I felt very delighted. “A scholar who has been away
for three days must be recognized with new eyes”. I have seen lots of Mr. Chen's Pottery works and
read a few of his books. During the summer holiday, he worked hard and finished his monograph
which consisting of several ten thousand words, as is really ralualle and praisaste praireworthy.

Cencerning the title of Mr. Chen's book, “The Chinese Traditional Ceramic Art” , traditional
Chinese ceramics have indeed contributed to human civilization. Developing exerllent national tradition
and constructing a socialistic spiritual civilization are the historial assignments for the artists. Having
maken all of my efforts, I didn't suceed becanse of my old age, I hope that the younger artists can
complete this assignment.

In recent years, some western thoughts have invaded Chinese traditional culture. Thus the old
thinking and the new thinking have clashed. Belittling Chinese national tradition simply, humbling
ourselves unduly, negating everything blindly, and supporting the relationship between carrying
forward the good traditions and absorbing westen culture are not correct manners of academic research.

The national tradition is the important characteristic of our national culture. Different peoples have
different unique tradition. We have no reason to negate the national tradition, on the contrary we must
enrich it. Chinese traditional ceramic art is a part of Chinese national culture and is highly praised all
over the world. Porcelain was a great invention in our country. We, Chinese, created this brilliant
porcelain, an nobody can ignore. Just as Mr. Chen Songxian said in his preface:“Porcelain has a long
history in China, and it is the proof of several thousand years of Chinese civilization and is the symbol
of Chinese culture. The brilliant Chinese traditional ceramic art was incomparable in the world” .

When 1 pick up a pen to write something, I am always scared and always afraid my mind is out
of date. And I am even afraid that someone will be offended by my words. Having different view in
art, I take a passive attitude. But sometimes I reveal my viewpoint in my articles naturally.

Recently, Mr. Wang Chaowen, an art and theorist, published his article — DON'T SAY OKAY in
FINE ARTS 10, 1994. He said:“that several western art theories are based on the particnlar historical
situation: the production of the strange art form of Cultural Nihilism is a contingency, and it is also
an inevitability.” He also said:“that contoadiction always exists. All kinds of contradictions of aesthetic
standards and value sense must exist in new Chinese art. I will not say OK facing the so calied ‘The
new creation’ and ‘The new theory’” .

If we don't say OK, we must write many more articles to introduce Chinese good traditions, point
out the direction for research and solve the problem of recognition. Presently, the development of
traditional ceramics is in adverse circumstances. People don't understand this, even the people who are



engaged in porcelain work have been confused by those strange theories. We are short of theories on
traditional ceramics. We must introduce Chinese porcelain from the view of history, nationalities,
archeaology, philosophy, aesthetics, science and technology. Let people understand themselves, heighten
Chinese national confidence and reveal the national sense of pride.

There is no strange theory in Mr. Chen Songxian's book and there is nithing of Nihilism. On the
contrary, his subject is Chinese ancient ceramic art research. He showed ceramic's outstanding achieve-
ments historically and dialectically. It is not a history of porcelain, but it includes each dynasty's
ceramic general situation. It is not archaeological, much of the content refer to the information
obtained from ceramic archaeology and unearthed relics. The book is a collection of several treatises.
Mr. Chen showed us the complex and the simple ancient painted pottery, the magnificent Han Dynasty
pottery, the mysterious Jing Dynasty pottery, the splendid Tang pottery, the refined Song pottery, the
flourishing Ming pottery, the soft Qing pottery, and the marvellons folk pottery.

The thesis was divided into nine parts. The first is Mr. Chen's general standpoint of the traditional
ceramic art. The second is a discussion of traditional pottery. The third is a enguiry of the primitive
society. The fourth, the fifth, the sixth, the seventh, and the eighth are discussion of all types of
famous ceramics and their aesthetic value from Qin Dynasty to Qing Dynasty. The ending is a
discussion of the relationship between porcelain and calligraphy. This is an original point of view of
the author. Professor Chen inquired into the origin and the national cultural characteristic of porcelain
art from a philosophical viewpoint. This is the main strong point of the book and is what can be
learned from the work of the author.
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