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Preface
Du Shicheng

Vice-Governor of Shandong Province, and Mayor of Qingdao

A Centennial Pictorial Record of Qingdao was published at the begin-
ning of the new century. It is not only a precious gift for the people of
Qingdao, but also a colorful window through which friends from home and
abroad can get to know and understand this city.

Since its establishment in 1891, Qingdao had been ruled by the reac-
tionary German, Japanese and American imperialists, the Northern War-
lords and the Kuomintang government, inflicting gaping wounds on itself
and untold miseries on its people. However, the people of Qingdao who
cherished such a revolutionary tradition had never given up their struggle
until their city was liberated at the cost of the youth, blood and even lives
of countless martyrs. With the construction and development over the past
50-0dd years, especially since the Third Plenary Session of the Eleventh
Central Commitiee of the Chinese Communist Party, tremendous changes
have taken place in Qingdao, twining it from a deformed semi-colonial city
into a prosperous and stable modern metropolis where people live in peace
and contentment. All this progress in the past century has been recorded
faithfully and vividly in the book.

As a historically and culturally famous city, Qingdao boasts bountiful
cultural associations. Having inherited a large historical accumulation left
behind by the long-standing Qi-Lu (two states in the Zhou Dynasty) culture,
Qingdao has also absorbed the traditions and customs of the open Euro-
pean Continental civilization. In the 1930’ s, the men of letters who gath-
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ered in Qingdac added boundlessly to its splendor. Here in this city, you
can observe the traces of Kang Youwei, Wang Tongzhao, Shen Congwen,
Wen Yiduo, Laoshe and other famous men. You can admire the well-known
tablets with the inscriptions of Zheng Daozhao (a famous calligrapher in
the Northern Wei Dynasty) on Mt, Tianzhushan, the ancient and unadorned
Taiqing Palace on Mt. Laoshan, the young Zhanshan Temple and the mag-
nificent Catholic Church — Which altogether embody a harmonious com-
bination of Chinese and Western culture.

Qingdao is a world-famous natural harbor city, the deep water in
Jiaozhou Bay providing a solid foundation for development. Here you can
see the birth of Zhangiao Pier—the first man-made wharf in Qingdao, the
construction and development of the Big Harbor, the Small Harbor, the Oil
Harbor and the Front Bay Harbor, the cargo ships, passenger ships, and oil
ships loaded with passengers and cargo.

Qingdao is an open city. Benefiting from its unique regional advan-
tages and the strong sense of openness of its people and supported by the
favorable open-door policy, it has made glorious achievements. Here you
can see how Qingdao Economic and Technological Development Zone,
the Hi-tech Industrial Park and the Bonded Area have taken shape, how the
three kinds of ventures, and Haier, Hisense and Aucma have suddenly come
to the force. You can also see the reconstruction of the airport, the con-
struction of the information harbor, the development of the new district in
east Qingdao, especially the rapid growth of Donghai Road and the pros-
perity of Hong Kong Road.

Qingdao is the No. 1 city of marine science and technology in China,
with over 50% of the personnel in this field living here. Here you can see
how the famous “Third Wave” initiated and has promoted China’ s sea
culture. You can see how the scientific and technological achievements
have been made in close relation with the progress of China’ s marine
science and technology. You can also see that series of worldwide aca-
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demic conferences of marine science have been held here, that its sea re-
sources have been well utilized and developed, and that its marine economy
has been fast developing and growing.

Qingdao is a tourist city enjoying domestic and international fame for
its beautiful natural scenery. With red tiles and green trees, the blue sea
and sky, golden beaches, high towers and flying boats, it is known as a
“Pearl in the Yellow Sea” and “Oriental Switzerland”. Here you can see
the bustling bathing beaches, the charming scenery on Mt. Laoshan, and
the building clusters of foreign styles in Badaguan area. You can enjoy the
magnificent Beer Festival, the unique Ocean Festival, and the fascinating
Sugarcoated Haw Fair.

Qingdao is a city with revolutionary traditions. Many great historic
events that happened here had a far-reaching influence on the progress of
Chinese modern history. Here, you can see the “May 4th Movement”,
the “Massacre in Qingdao” and the “May 30th Movement” in epitome.
You can see Deng Enming, Wang Jinmei and other early Communists spread
Marxism-Leninism, launch workers’movements and organize movements
against the move to the South and in protection of the factories.

All in all, in this book, you can clearly see how a city has grown taller
day by day and become prosperous year by year. You can clearly see how
people in this city have won one victory after another and opened up their
future step by step, and how an international modern city has acquired its
charming and elegant bearing.

As an old saying goes, “we can understand the present and predict the
future by reviewing the past”. A stormy 20th century has passed, and a
hopeful 21st century has come to us with flapping wings. At the threshold
of the new century, we are fully aware of our great historical responsibilities.
So many difficult problems we must manage to tackle, so many opportuni-
ties we must try to seize, and so many challenges we must calmly cope
with. Hand in hand and shoulder to shoulder, let us create a more brilliant
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future for Qingdao and paint more beautiful pictures to go down in its
history!
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