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EMMA

CHAPTER ONE

T his story takes place in the late 1700’s, in a small
town in England called Highbury. The main charac-
ter is a charming, intelligent, and rich young woman named
Emma Woodhouse. She is a confident girl of twenty-one years
old, and is the younger of two daughters. Although Emma’s old-
er sister, Isabella, married Mr. John Knightley, and moved
away many years ago, Emma has declared that she will never
marry. She and her father live alone at Hartfield manor. Her fa-
ther is quite content with her decision not to marry because he
hates change of any kind, and is happy to continue living with
his youngest daughter for the rest of his life. Mr. Woodhouse
believes Emma is the most intelligent and gentle young woman
in the world.

Emma’s mother died when Emma was five years old. Since
that time, Emma and her sister had been cared for by a nanny,
someone to watch over and care for them. Their nanny’s name
was Miss Taylor, who loved Emma and Isabella as a mother
would. Eight years later, Isabella married and moved to Lon-
don, sixteen miles away from Hartfield. Throughout the next
seven years, Miss Taylor became Emma’s best friend, and the
two women spent every day together. Mr. Woodhouse and Miss
Taylor gave Emma all she desired, and always agreed with
Emma. Therefore, Emma, as well, believed her opinions to be
correct and fair. ‘

When Emma was twenty-one years old, Miss Taylor mar-
ried Mr. Weston, a man of fifty years old, living in Highbury.
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