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Encyclopedic Reading in English

Fundamental Reading

1. Choosing the Right Language

In English. as in most other languages. we can say the same thing in a number of
ways. The language we choose will depend on some or all of the following things:

The relationship we have with the people we are talking to; (e. g. whether they are
close friends, strangers. people in authority, etc.)

The situation we are in; (at a friend’s party, at an official reception”, etc.)

The mood we are in; (angry, happy. nervous. etc.)

The mood of the people we are talking to; (we will probably be especially careful
when talking to a fricnd who is in a bad mood.) .

What we are talking about; (we will be more careful in our choice of words if we want
to complain to a friend about his/her behaviour than we would if we were offering him/her
a drink.)

[t is important to choose appropriate 2 ways of saying things according to the situation
we are in. In many situations it will be appropriate to use ~ normal/neutral?> language and you
will find the language items which fall Y into this category at a chart below the passage.

In other situations. it is necessary to use language items which are appropriate to
special situations. In this coursc, a number of different labels are used to indicate the
attitude which particular language itcms show. Here is a list of the various labels and what
they mean in this course.

~Tentative® >, This means “unsure” and we usc <tentative = language:

a) When we are genuinely unsure of our facts or of how we feel, e.g. It’s very kind of
you to invite me, but I'm not sure if I can come.

b) When we want to give the impression of being unsure in order to be tactful and
diplomatic. For example. if we want to disagree with a superior, it would probably be too
strong to say I can’t agree with you and it would be more appropriate to be < tentative™>
and say I'm not surc if I'd agree with you.

— Direct >: Direct language is the opposite of tentative language; it gives the
impression that the speaker is very sure. This impression is appropriate if , for example, we
want to agrec with somcone. but it can sound prcsumptuous@i’ and rude in a great many
situations and would be inappropriate in such situations (¢. g. inviting a superior to a party).

— Polite: We usc polite language when we want to sound particularly polite without

@ reception: a social gathering often for the purpose of extending a formal welcome 7% AFF 2
) appropriate; especially suitable or compatible j& 1iffj Ant. inappropriate

,neutral; not decided or pronounced as to characteristics FER) L 17

@ fallCinto) : to belong to a particular group

© tentative: hesitant.uncertain BHRRY .2 i 1

© presumptuous: overstepping due bounds(as of propricty or courtesy) LR

oo



Unit 1 Expanding Language Skills

being tentative.

< Formal >>. Formal language creates the impression of social distance between
people. It occurs mostly in official situations,e.g. ,business meetings, official receptions.

< Informal > Informal language is used between friends mainly. It is gencrally
inappropriate to use it with anyone else.

< Strong™>: Strong language has a strong sense of conviction®. It usually sounds very
direct.

< Blunt®>; Blunt language is very frank indeed. It should be used with extreme care,

as in most situations it will simply sound rude.

Summary
In most situations we use <_normal/neutral>> language but sometimes, becausc of the

situation we are in or the people we are talking to, we use special language. In the
language charts in this course you will find that the language items are marked in such a way as to
tell you when the language can be used. The type of language we use shows our attitude.

A sample chart “Asking someone to do something”

Could 1
you DO-++(please) ?
Would |

Do you think you could DO -+ 7 <polite™>
. I wonder if you could possibly DO -:-<Ztentative™>
Would you mind DOING -+ 7 <rather formal>

Can
you DO+« (please)? <direct™>
Will

Do me a favour and DO -+ , (will you)? <ldirect: informal>

I. In the questions below you must decide:
i) the attitude you would wish to convey <Ctentative, formal> etc.
i) the language from the chart that you would actually use.
1. You are on a train and you want the window opened. You ask an elderly gentleman
sitting near the window to open it, but you are not sure if he will like the idea.
a) <{normal>
b) <polite>
You use c) < tentative™ | Janguage
d) <rather formal>
e) <direct>
f) </direct and informal>

@® conviction: a strong persuasion or belief FfH 1
@ blunt: being straight to the point;direct A REH, H#HIK



