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ﬂﬁnit One

Text A Winston Churchill — His Other Life

I . Main Idea of the Text

As a world-famous politicat figure, Winston Churchill is known to us all. How-
ever, the text touches little upon his political life, but relates his other life, his
great love for painting. It was all by chance that Churchill fell in love with painting
in his 40s when, at the time, he was overwhelmed by his political disaster. He
showed his great artistic talent. In fact, he painted so well that his teacher,
Lavery, said that he would have been a great master i he had chosen painting
Instead of politics. He won the first prize in a prestigious amateur art exhibition
held in LLondon. Painting became his pastime and interest and remained a joy to
him to the end of his life. But more importantly, it gave him comfort and hope
when he suffered from his personal as well as political tragedies.

1 . Outline of Each Part

Part | (Para. 1—2) what led up to Churchill’s love affair with painting
Part 2 (Para. 3—4) how Churchill fell in love with painting by chance

;m 3 (Para. 5—8) Churchill’s first experience of learning to paint and his artistic talent
Part 4 (Para. 9—10) l;:xgnet;lnfs .gave him comfort and hope when he suffered from his personal
Part 5 (Para. 11—12) his success in painting
Part 6 (Para. 13) Painting kept him happy throughout the rest of his life.

Il . Questions and Answers to Check Students’ Preview

1. What disaster happened to Churchill? (L. 3—9)

In 1915, he was the First Lord of the Admiralty and was deeply involved in a campaign
in the Dardanelles to end a bloody world war. But his mission failed and his army suf-
fered great loss of life. Because of this he lost his position and political influence. That
was his disaster.

2. How did he fall in love with painting in such disastrous circumstances? (L. 16—20)
After he was removed from office, he went to Hoe Farm, a country retreat in Surrey with
his family. One day when he was wandering in the garden, he chanced upon his sister-
in-law sketching with watercolours. He watched for a few minutes and then had a try.
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He liked painting at once .

3. Did it prove to be easy for Winston to learn painting at first? (L. 27—29)
No , it proved difficult . Facing the white canvas he was very nervous. He even got into a
panic and threw down his brush when he heard the sound of a motorcar.

4. Who helped him change the situation? How? (L. 37—44)
The wife of Sir John Lavery did. She was a celebrated painter who lived nearby . She took
the big brush , plunged into the paints and swept it across the canvas fiercely. Seeing this
Churchill hesitated no more and followed her example .

5. Can you give two examples to show that Churchill excelled in painting? (L. 45—48,
63—65)
First , Lavery, his tutor, thought that he had unusual artistic abilities, and said that if
Churchill had chosen painting instead of politics, he would have been a great master.
Second, in the mid-1920s he won the first prize in a prestigious amateur art exhibition
held in London. Winston’s painting was so good that the judges didn’t believe that it had
been painted by an amateur .

6. How did painting help Churchill in his private life besides being a pastime and a joy to
him? (L. 50—53, 59)
Painting gave him comfort and hope. He was so inspired to paint that he was distracted
from his personal misfortunes, such as the death of his mother and his three-year-old
daughter , Marigold .

7. What does “politically barren” (L. 73) mean and what does “his lonely voice” (L. 74)
imply? (L. 72—75)
“ Politically barren” means that Churchill didn’t make great political achievements and
“his lonely voice” implies that in Britain only Churchill was aware of the threat of Hitler
and warned against it .

8. Why does the author say that artistically the decade after 1929 bore abundant fruit?
(L. 76—77)

Because half of the 500-odd Churchill canwases in existence roughly date from 1930 to
1939.

N . Comprehension of the Text

1. My father, Winston Churchill, began his love affair with painting in his 40s, amid disas-
trous circumstances. (L. 1—2)

FE I X : My father, Winston Churchill, began to love painting in his 40s. At that time a

sad event struck him.

BOE RSB - 5 R RTE 40 B5 IR FLER . XaHth S ALE R,

k2

1) Winston Churchill: Winston Churchill (1874—1965) was the British statesman, ora-
tor, and writer, noted for his leadership during World War [I . He was the eldest son of




Unit One
Lord Randolph Churchill ({818 %« L5 /RRIBE), a Tory (FEFIFEAY) politician. His

mother was beautiful and 1alented.
Churchill went to the Royal Military College when young. But he was neither happy nor
successful at school. He very early showed physical courage and love of adventure. Later
he became a war correspondent (BEZE1C# ). In 1900 he entered the House of Commons
(ALBE) . In Oct. 1911, Churchill was appointed First Lord of the Admiralty but suf-
fered a failure in a campaign in the Dardanetlles (iA53i%JE/RUUE) . He lost his post in
1915 and returned to the govemment in 1917.
The major period of Churchill’s political career began when he became Prime Minister in
May 1940. He led the British people fimly and resolutely in the fight against Hitler (%
$¥#)1) . He said, “I have only one purpose, the destruction of Hitler ...." “We shall
fight him by land, we shall fight him by sea, we shall fight him in the air ...." He took
part in all the important conferences with Roosevelt (& #7#8) and Stalin (7 K#K)
during the war. In 1951 he again became Prime Minister.
Churchill’s works include The World Crisis, The Second World War and History of the
English Speaking Peoples . He was awarded the Nobel Prize for literature in 1953. He
died on Jan. 24, 1965, and was given a state funeral.
2) affair: n.
() =®
a public affair /A5 ;a private affair FAZF ;a love affair ZEF 4, X EE Churchill
X2 Y 2 47 ELW A “love affair” o
(2) B (REH)
the state affairs 2K K& ; current affairs B 25 ; family affairs ZX53F; intemnational af-
fairs [EFRF 5
3) disastrous circumstances: occasions or situations when disasters happen such as
plane crash, earthquake 72 ¥t &34

2. As First Lord of the Admiralty in 1915, he had been deeply involved in a campaign in
the Dardanelles that could have shortened the course of a bloody world war. (L. 3—5)
FILFE X : As the highest-ranking official in charge of the naval forces in 1915, he led the
forces in a series of big battles in Dardanelles that were intended 1o put an early end to
a bloody world war.
E: 1915 4 (s B G FEKRE, FEA T kKRR H — 7K . IR A
BEGE SR ATSS R — 5 LR A HE KA
IR
1) lord: n. the title of high government official in Britain X E
Lord of Treasury B K E ; Lord of Appeal FifEEBE B SUEE
2) admiralty: n. the naval ministry 7§ 2}
3) involve: vt.
(1) get sb. into, cause sb. to be connected with {## X\




HERKERRNL o2 oo

The massive smuggling case involved many high-ranking govenment officials. Af YK %F
KEMRY RREFEBUFE R
Don’t involve others in your argument. A~Z4 5 At ARITHI SV,
The accident involved two cars and a lorry. BB ER Y R/ MIERM—W <%,
(2) include, have ... asa part &, BE
They will consider a plan that could involve a quick visit to the United States. i 1Hf
HEREHET R, A v REEEX X E RV R R RE B2
Taking the job involves living abroad. #&3X MW TAEMEAEESMEE .
The operation involves putting a small tube into your heatt. X PFARFTEH —R/N
FEEARK LR,
4) be involved in: #EEN ;85,183
He is involved in trouble. fBg&A T 244},
The four men were all involved in the murder. 4 ™ A#S 5 TiER,
Stevie was involved in a serious car accident. 2% BB Z| T~ EHHN EM.
5) campaign: n. a series of battles &%
Huaihai Campaign I ¥ #% 1% , Pingjin Campaign ¥, a campaign to leam from
Lei Feng 22 HEZ 3, a campaign against waste iR 3 131530
6) the Dardanelles: n. the narrow waterway between Europe and Asian Turkey iXi%
[e /R gk

3. ... Churchill paid the price, both publicly and privately (L. 6—7)
L 3CHE X : Churchill suffered both as a government official and as an individual person.
W L REARM T EARATH TR .

4. He was removed from the Admiralty ... (L. 7—8)
I FE X : He was dismissed from office in the Admiralty.
MR E T IEERRPS
IR
remove: vt.
(1) take away #FF, #5:E
Everyone was asked to remove his shoes before entering. i#f AZ R, AABE R A
BT
The box was so heavy that a crane had to be used to remove it from the lorry. F &

FRET ,UEAEBRHHRENABENRELET TR,

(2) take one’s job away from sb. 3®----- %R, Fi
The chief of police was removed from office for failing to do his duty. WE R/ KHEE
BRI
The student was removed from the university for cheating on the exam. R4 E%
IREMB R ETFRR .
5. Overwhelmed by the disaster ... he retired with his family to Hoe Famm, a country retreat
4



