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Ghost
Stories

Jerome K. Jerome

_\
(The writer of these two ghosts stories was

an Englishman called Jerome Klapka
Jerome. He was born in Walsall in 1859
and died in Northampton in 1927. He
wrote these two BEDTIME STORIES.
The ghost in the Blue Room always came
on Christmas Eve. Nobody slept in the
room that night. One Christmas twoyoung
men decided they wanted to see the ghost,
so they slept in the room! In the story of the
Ruined House, a man completely destroys
\a mill looking for the rich ghost’s money! J

VERY EASY READERS
ARE STORIES THAT ALL CHILDREN KNOW AND LOVE
THEY ARE WRITTEN IN AN EASY ENGLISH.
THE ACTIVITIES AND GAMES MAKE THE BOOKS
GOOD FUN TOO!
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CAHOST STORIES
THe BLUe Room:

t was Christmas Eve!. We sat near
the fire, my uncle, James Talbot and 1.
“I'm very happy you and your friend
are here David, said my uncle.

No-one comes here at Christmas
because of the terrible stories”

“What stories?” asked James.

“There are always terrible noises® in the
blue room on the 24th of December,”
said my uncle.

“Chairs and tables move glasses® break
and there is a terrible smell* of smoke.”
“A ghost?” asked James.

N\

Christmas Eve: the 24th of December.
noises: sounds.

glasses: we drink from glasses.

smell: we smell with noses.

honN=
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ACTIVITY SAENC 50 o o e

% GhoSt’S croSSwora:

1. Sounds!

2. Not stand.

3 You drink in these.

4. You ... with your nose.

5. Not never ‘

6. This is a ghost...!

7. David’s friend.

8. Where there is fire, there is...
9. Chairs and...
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{
es, a criminal,” answered my

uncle. “One Christmas Eve he killed a
carol singer’. The singer sang Jingle
Bells and Silent Night. The criminal
opened the window and threw a small
piece of coal? out of the window. It fell’
into the singer’s mouth and killed him!
Another Christmas a poor man playing
a guitar came to the house and the
criminal hit him on the head with the
guitar and killed him too! Every
Christmas he killed somebody!”

f/

1. carol singer: a person who sings
Christmas hynms/songs.

2. coal: a black stone used to make a fire in
the house.

3. fell is the past of to fall.
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ACTIVITY e o PR PR S B

% Find the past simple of these verbs
and make sentences.

sing  (sit ) hit fell
fal  throw sang (sat)

hit threw
TJames sat on the chain

...................................................................
...................................................................

...................................................................
...................................................................
...................................................................

...................................................................



{" -
N o-one' sleeps in the blue room on

Christmas Eve! It was the criminal’s

room,” continued my uncle.

“Ha, ha, ha,” laughed James, “I will

sleep in the blue room. There are no

ghosts! It’s all imagination!”

“No,” said my uncle, “you cannot sleep

there. You are from a big city.

Peculiar? things happen herein Scotland.”

“] want to spend’ the night in that

room,” James insisted.

“I will stay in the blue room with you,”

I said, “but I don’t think I will sleep!”

——

1. no-one: no person.
2. peculiar: strange.
3. to spend: to pass the night.
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ACTIVITY EEanns

N Look at the example and make similar
- sentences.

There are no-ghosts.
There aren’t any ghosts.
There is no fire.

...................................................................
....................................................................
...................................................................
...................................................................

...................................................................



We went to bed at eleven o’clock.
The bedroom door creaked' open and
we went in. There was no electricity in
the room but James had a candle. We
saw that the room was not very big.
There was a double bed on the left and
two armchairs in front of the fire place.
“Is there any wood??” I asked. “We can
light® a fire, it’s very cold in here.”

But there was no wood. At that moment
the candle went out*!

J

1. to creak: the noise made when an old door
opens.

2. wood: pieces of trees to make a fire.

3. to light: to make a fire.

4. went out: stopped burning.
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ACTIVITY ISR,

Draw a picture of the room as
described in the text.




~James tried four times to light the
candle. “It's no good,” he said, “I can’t
light it. We must undress' and go to bed
in the dark.”
I sat in bed and listened to the wind
outside. I was too frightened? to sleep,
but James slept!
DONG, DONG, DONG ... the clock
chimed?®. “Midnight,” I thought. “I shall
probably go to sleep at lunch tomorrow!”
Then I saw the GHOST!
It crossed the room, picked up an
armchair and put it near the fireplace.
It sat down and put a pipe in its mouth.

1. to undress: to take your clothes off.

2. frightened: afraid.

3. to chime: the noise a clock makes when it
strikes the hour.

4. to fill: to be full.
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ACTIVITY iGaaniasy

% Look at the example. Write similar
sentences about the pictures.

' _ =
J was too frightened to sleep. p '@‘
A

S
John ’iﬁ
.............................................. s
tired/eat
David....cccooovrervrriincnreeeene > % ;7
.............................................. S
C
My uncle....cccooeiinninieiee
The guitar player........c..........

..............................................

cold/to play
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