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Successive Chinese national leaders, Mao Zedong,
Deng Xiaoping and Jiang Zemin,
have all stressed the priority for auto industry.
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Building the First Auto Manufacturing Factory
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Decision of embarking on auto industry
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Stepping out of infancy
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Independently building the Second Auto Manufacturing Factory
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Auto manufacturers sprouting
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Re-structuring and systemizing
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Challenges in the economic reform and opening-up
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Upgrading while keeping national
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A bright future of Chinese auto industry
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Major events of Chinese auto industry
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Chart of automobile output in China
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Brand logos of Chinese automobiles
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The auto industry is an indispensable part of national economy in any modern societies. The
development of automobiles for over a hundred years has an impact on the world as well as on people's
way of life. Today the auto industry is a recognized hallmark of national civilization, industrialization
and technological advancement.

Starting from the construction of the first automobile factory in 1953, the auto industry of China
has seen a history of 50 years. In the first 25 years, the industry was built right from scratch with
unfavorable conditions such as shortage of funds and almost no support from the outside. By and by
several government-invested factories came into existence and yielded a total output of 150,000 vehicles
in 1978, mainly in cargo trucks and jeeps.

There have been many changes since 1978: the economic reform and opening-up policies, fast
economic growth, soaring volumes of mileage and transportation, etc. As such, the auto industry has
been steadily on the rise. Yearly output reached 640,000 in 1987 and 1,000,000 in 1992. A 1994 policy
declared that the auto industry will be the key industry of national economy in the year 2010 and that
family ownership of automobiles is to be encouraged. In 2000 the yearly automobile production
exceeded two million and vehicles with Chinese brands took up over 90% of the domestic market, with a
complete line including trucks, buses, cars, jeeps, autoloaders and tractors.

The development of the auto industry is even more dramatic in the 21st century. Within two years
the vearly production reached three million in 2002, gracing China with the greatest growth in
automobile production and sales in the world for the time being. It is estimated that China ranks the
fifth in automobile production in the world, following U. 8. A., Japan, Germany and France.

During the past 25 years over 600 joint ventures have been established with global auto makers
playing important roles. Through introducing advanced technology and management, Chinese auto
manufacturers are able to produce up-to-date vehicles simultaneously with their international
counterparts.

The potentials of the auto industry of China will be immense. It is expected that the yearly output
will come to six million in 2010, accounting for 10% of the world market. With intensifying levels of
slobalization, especially after China's entry into the World Trade Organization in 2001, the auto
industry of China faces grim challenges in the form of global competition. However, the industry can

alwavs take advantage of technological advancement and rising domestic demands, and keep prospering

into a future giant.

Yu Zhen

Head of Mechanical Industries Association of China
Beijing, March 3rd, 2003
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The year 2003 marks the 50th anniversary of the founding of China's auto industry.
Back in June 1953, Chinese President Mao Zedong issued a directive ordering the construction of the First Auto
Manufacturing Factory in Changchun. Mao even celebrated the ground-breaking of the factory with his own
calligraphy.

The construction of the Second Auto Manufacturing Factory took place in the "Cultural Revolution" and was
fortunately unhampered by the turmoil due to the back-up from the State Council.

The year 1978 saw the policy of economic reform and opening-up, and the two decades after that have witnessed
the greatest growth of China's auto industry. CPC Vice General Secretary Deng Xiaoping inspected the Second
Auto Manufacturing Factory in 1980, arousing much fervor in the development of the industry.

Later on. different industrial guidelines issued by the central government in late 1980s and early 1990s have
established the auto industry as a key industry. Chinese President Jiang Zemin once worked in the First Auto
Manufacturing Factory, who has always paid attention to the growth of national auto industry.

Since the burgeoning to the full growth, China's auto industry has always received whole-hearted support and

priority treatment from national leaders.
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-n by Chairman Mao for the foundation of
"Commemoration of the Foundation of the First Auto Manufacturing Factory”. writien by Chairman Ma o unclati

the factory on July 15th, 1953

B A EMS T AR
Chairman Mao was having a cordial talk with workers of the First Auto Manufacturing Factors

195821, CEHBEERRE N A1 kg
Chairman Mao was inspecting the First Auto M

February 1958, Rao Bin (the first from

lef
Zhao Mingxin (the third from the left), the Secretary of the Part

the factory




e

R

ISR EF

Eif4

scturing Factory in February




195855 H . ERGEERAKEREAS

In May 1958 in Zhongnanhai, Chairman Mao Zedong, together with Lin Bogu were
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Chinese national leader

Jinggang car by Beijing

195845, )b 45 ST AT Ok I 25 A R 4 4
Liu Shaoqi and a newly developed Dongfeng car by
the First Auto Manufacturing Factory, 1958
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Liu Shaogi and Deng Xinoping and a newly developed Mountai
Auto Manufacturing Fuctory, June 1958, Zhongnanhai
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THE 50 ANNIVERSARY OF CHINESE AUTO INTUSTRY
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mspecting the Nanjing Auto Manufacturing Factory in January 1964
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Chen Yun was inspecting the First Auto Manufacturing Factory in October 1957
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Deng Xiaoping was inspecting the First Auto Manufac turing Factory in September 1958
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Deng Xiaoping was inspecting the First Auto Manufacturing Factory in July 1964
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Deng Xiaoping was inspecting the Beijing Auto Manufacturing Factory in
March 1960,



