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icole Kidman became the first Australian
N to win a Best Actress Oscar.

Kidman won an Academy Award for
her portrayal of tormented writer Virginia Woolf in The
Hours , a role which saw the glamorous strawberry blonde
don BE o dowdy il M. BBE i BE g oo
thetic [Prstetik ladj. ki nose.

In career terms, most people would say that the best
thing that happened to Nicole Kidman was marrying Tom
Cruise. But the high-profile *™®*% divorce may turn out
to the best thing for Kidman — as an actress anyway . It is
not that she was constrained professionally by the mar-
riage .
was the separation entailed by two careers. But for a long

One of the reasons cited for the couple’s break-up

time Kidman’s fame in America was based entirely on her
role as a superstar’s spouse. Now Nicole Kidman has be-
come one of Hollywood’s true leading ladies, appearing in
well over thirty since her movie debut at the age of six-
teen.

A little known fact is that Kidman was actually born

in Honolulu, Hawaii, but the family had moved to Syd-:

Out of the
Shadow of
Her Husband

Nicole Kidman,
the Best Actress Oscar
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ney, via Washington D.C. , by the time she was three
years old. She took up drama as a hobby at a young
age, and grew to love it so much that she took the poten-
tially risky step of dropping out of high school to pursue
acting as a career,

The gamble paid off, and Nicole landed her first
movie role in the Australian feature Bush Christmas in
1983, and she followed that up by playing bike-riding
chick Judy in the kids classic BUX Bandits. Three years
later, aged just nineteen, she won her first Australian
Film Institute Award for her role as a politically minded
schoolgirl in the television mini-series Vietnam .

This recognition of her talent prompted Nicole to set
her sights on that Mecca ™" ®%5¢ \ho 1ovies — Holly-
wood. Nicole made her first appearance in a Hollywood
movie in 1989, in nautical ™! % &8y el Dead
Calm . However, the film didnt make the impact that
she had been hoping for on stateside audiences and crit-
ics. So, the following year she made perhaps one of the
shrewdesg 1«4 MR- R goisions of her career and
accepted the role of Dr. Claire Lewicki in the racing dra-
ma Boys Of Thunder, playing the love interest of estah-
lished heartthrob b ln. REOHR T\ Chice  Their afe
fair continued off-screen, and has been the subject of
publicity ever since.

Although it did help to propel Por!ln- #iz. By
into the limelight =™ +®itl». RARBEHL  Kidman has con-
tinually refused to allow her relationship to overshad-
ow 2% her acting ability. She proved that she was still a
contender "l IHRE. EeEk 0 Hollywood A-list on
her own merits ™t ®£&. & L appearances in such
early 90's favourites as Billy Bathgate, Far And Away
and My Life. Despite all this hard work, Nicole still
hadnt made the mark on the film industry that she knew
she was capable of. The film To Die For (1995) was
a surprise success, largely due to Kidman’s impressively
comic portrayal Potentln. #8. #5 rq e Stone Moret-
to, a housewife who will do anything it takes to become a
celebrity mitiln. &4

The role showcased ®™ her wide-ranging acting abili-
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ties, and her talent was finally recognised with a presti-
gious | Prestidsslod. BERE Colden Globe Award. Kidman
had finally achieved what she had worked so long and so
hard for; she now had a permanent place on Hollywood’s
most wanted list. The next couple of years proved to be
fairly quiet ones for Nicole. Her role as Satine in fellow
(2001)

nominated for her first Academy Award,

Aussie Baz Luhrmann’s Moulin Rouge saw her
a remarkable
achievement considering that musicals are now considered
a “hard sell”
mented *® her A-list status in Hollywood..

She followed that up with two smaller movies — a

in the movie business. That role ce-

creepy turn in The Others; and a role as a Russian
mail-order bride in Jez Butterworth’s Birthday Girl ~( for

which she leamnt Russian) .

And this is where the Kidman story ends — but only
for the moment. Nicole Kidman has consistently proved
herself and her talent throughout the 20 years she has
been appearing on the big screen. She has worked hard
to achieve the respect and admiration that she now com-
mands from both inside and outside the industry, and has
not allowed personal upsets or continuous press intrusion

to overshadow her acting career.
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ome people seem to be famous because

they’re famous. Looking back on Jen-

S

one sees an arrow to the top where the quality of the

nifer Lopez’s short but busy career,

project is second to Lopez’s involvement. Like the Can-
dy Man, she can make the sun rise.
She has been a dancer,

singer. Bom in the Bronx in 1970, she always knew

an actress, and now a
she wanted to be a performer, but it was her associa-
tion with the Fox Network series In Living Color, as a

“Flying Girl” dancer, that first gained her atten-
tion. Her dance moves, overwhelming' **¥eiminledj. %

AT and soon-to-be-famous Latina

stage presence,
curves were the stuff of talent agents'dreams. After
landing acting parts on such short-lived TV series as
Fox’s South Central, CBS’s Second Chances,
Aaron Spelling’s Malibu Road , she shifted to movies,

and her career took off when she eventually landed the

and

title role in the feature film Selena, playing Selena

She
Can Make
The Sun Rise

Jennifer Lopez
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Quintanilla Perez, the Tejano singer whose tragic mur-
der made her an immediate icon % /n- ®%

After Lopez became a well-known actress, her
young marriage to Ojani Noa came under close scrutiny
by the press, and she and her husband were divorced
after only a year together. Still, her career was boom-
ing, as the film Anaconda was a huge success for
Lopez, who added sex appeal to the snake-driven movie
vehicle. She also co-starred with Jack Nicholson in
Blood & Wine, with Sean Penn in U-Turn, and with
George Clooney in the critically acclaimed Ouwt of
Sight .

Having established herself as a silver-screen pres-
ence to be reckoned with, Lopez switched her focus to
music with the 1999 album On The 6, on which
big-name , modern-day producers like her then-boyfriend,
Sean Puffy Combs, lent a hand. The video for the single
If You Had My Love received immediate and massive ex-
posure via MTV,,  and the number of Lopez fans, who had
dubbed the diva.
day.

“J.Lo" seemed to multiply by the

Jennifer's appearance at the Grammys in her infa-
mous down-to-there Versace dress, and at the Oscars in a
braless, ~shockingly see-through Grecian gown and
mink-fur false eyelashes, ensured that this fashionista
would remain in the public eye between her subsequent
albums ~ 2000’s J.Lo, 2002's remix collection J To
Tha L-O!, and her most recent effort, This Is Me. . .
Then .

marriage, which lasted less than a year, was even

Her quickie wedding to dancer Cris Judd (the

shorter than her first marriage) and engagement to ac-
tor Ben Affleck soon after ( before her divorce from
Judd was even finalized)

main in the gossip columns .,

also ensured that she’d re-

Lopez has continued her movie career with varying
degrees of success, in such films as The Wedding
( which was the number one film in the
U.S. the same week that her album J.Lo held the top
spot on the Billboard Top 200)
nough, The Cell, and her latest Pretty Woman-style

Lo
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romantic comedy, Maid In Manhattan . In her next
film, Jersey Girl, she’ll co-star with the man soon to
be her third husband, Ben Affleck. On top of all
this, she’s also launched her own clothing line, per-
fume (Glow) , and L.A. restaurant (Madre’s) .

Suffice it to say, Lopez’s continued success seems all

but guaranteed.

She Can Make The Sun Rise
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After 20 years of wins and losses on the movie
screen, this leading man whether inside the Matrix or on

the football field, is finally touch-
[taty (daunln. [#] i, Hi{e@ﬁ_

scoring  career
downs

From lamebrained "*™=¢)e- %8 #8000 time trav-
eler to metaphysical | 'mewfeellod. BARE G yherman,
Keanu Reeves has portrayed just about every character type
imaginable in his sometimes wildly fluctuating '™*eitiole- #
#. &R career. Frequently lambasted ="/ ™ Ly critics
and often polarizing audiences suspicious of his talent’s true
extent, Reeves has nevertheless managed to maintain his
lucrative "~ 14 AHTEE, M E O peer by balancing his
lesser efforts with intermittent ' ') mitntlod. WEHZXE G
rect hits at the box office.

Born on September 2,1964 in Beirut, Lebanon, to
( half-Hawaiian, half-Chinese)

and Patric Taylor (English) , Keanu got his real name

Samuel Nowlin Reeves
Keanu Charles Reeves, which means “cool breeze over
the mountains” in Hawaiian .

At a young age, Keanu had his mind set on hockey
and theater. He would mix the two by reciting Shakespeare
while playing goalie during a hockey game. He started act-

ing in Toronto during high school, and began landing roles

All the
Right Moves

Keanu Reeves
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in plays and commercials. He was not the best of stu-
dents, but he did enjoy acting in high school. After ap-
pearing in a number of Canadian TV shows and movies
while living with his family in Toronto, he headed for Hol-
lywood with $ 3,000, an old Volvo and his stepfather’s
address .
Before came some stage work and some bit parts on
TV, Keanu took on lots of different jobs, including sharp-
ening skates at an ice rink shop (hes an avid hockey
player) , landscaping and making pasta (and managing
the place to boot!). A major role in River’s Edge
(1986) , a dark, gritty tale of disenchanted '-“sintentid!
o BEBEED 1oons, arguably one of his best roles ever pro-
vided Reeves with a perfect opportunity to display his dra-
matic range. But it was 1994s Speed that really made ev-
eryone stand up and notice. Perhaps not so much for
Keanu’s acting, but the fact that this was his first
mega-hit, grossing nearly $ 300 million at the box office
( world-wide)

any studio executive.

. Figures like that will catch the eye of

Keanu was then offered the lead in the sequel to
Speed , entitled Speed II. But he felt the script was not
good and he tummed it down. Everyone accused Keanu of
making a horrible mistake; and that he should have done
the role. Keanu was offered a better script  ( Devil’s Advo-
cate) and at the same time chose to accept the role of
Hamlet in a small Canadian regional theater production of
one of Shakespeare’s most famous plays. He filmed the
Deuvil’s the the disas-
trous [4izestrs ladj. R&M; TRty Speed Il was filmed. It was a
big hit and Speed Il sunk at the box office. Suddenly ecrit-

ics were saying how smart Keanu was for turning down

Advocate  at same time as

Speed II. This is just one example of Keanu's unique ca-
reer planning decision making process that despite the great
success of his action movie Speed and an offered $ 12 mil-
lion paycheck .

Except the success of the Speed, the late 90s also
found Reeves suffering a devastating personal loss when his
expected baby girl with longtime girlfriend Jennifer Syme

was stillborn Istilbon Jadj. £ TREFEM, F&H marking the begin—
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