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Abstract

This book addresses the western conservatism in the
modern times from the perspective of the relationship
between “freedom and order”. The subtly contradictory re-
lationship between freedom and order is one of the basic
characteristics of modern society.On the one hand, free-
dom is one of the drives for the development of modern
society; on the other hand order is one of the prerequi-
sites for the social development. In the book, the prob-
ing of how modern western conservatism interprets and
eases such a relationship between freedom and order is
made against the background of the evolution of modern
society. And included here are the main parts as follows:

The introduction reviews and generalizes the academ-
ic researches on conservatism, on the basis of which the
research subject, framework, research logic and methods
are set up.

Chapter 1 has the analysis of the definition of con-
servatism from the perspective of modern linguistics.
Semantically, conservatism aims at discussing the problem
of “freedom and order”at different levels and from dif-
ferent angles.

Chapter 2 shows the historical development of con-
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servatism. The transformation of spiritual structure in
the modern western society is analyzed in the light of
reason and belief, which is the common background for
the modern western political thought. We can see the ad-
vent of conservatism in Britain,its dissemination in
France and Germany and its renaissance in the United
States of America from the interactivity of history and

idea. The transformation of conservatism can help illus-

trate the subtly contradictory relationship between
_freedom and order in modern society.

Chapter 3 looks at the relationship of freedom and
order from the cultural traditions of conservatism. The
high value on cultural traditions is one of the major
contents of conservatism. We can know the main contents
of “traditions” in the political concepts of conservatism
and their changes with main characteristics generalized.
And the relationship between traditions and order is
closely examined before we put forward the tentative
modern plan for conservatism. Finally great efforts are
made to understand the relationship between traditions
and freedom and the view of freedom in conservatism.
This is the core of the whole dissertation illuminating
how conservatism eases the relationship between freedom
and order in the modern society.

Chapter 4 expounds, from the aspect of political in—
stitution, how the relationship between freedom and order
is reviewed in conservatism at the levels of politics

and life.The political institution theory of conser-



vatism is put forward within the framework of old and
new institution theory for understanding the relation—
ship among freedom, order and political institution.

Chapter 5 takes state actions into consideration of
the relationship between freedom and order with the view
that the political life of major capitalist countries
after the World War II lies in the making of public
policies. State actions are the latest development of
contemporary state theories while how a state acts be-
comes the critical question in the disputes of political
thought. This chapter focuses on the ideas of Miachel
Oakeshott on state actions in conservatism.

Chapter 6 the conclusion examines the political
thought of conservatism from the perspective of modern
social development, their contributions and internal con—
tradictions, which highly puts the problem of “freedom
and order” in conservatism at the level of the develop-
ment of human society.

It is concluded in this book that conservatism is
one important ideological resource from easing the mod-
ern internal contradiction, which can enrich and perfect
our idea reserves for meeting modern society’s chal-

lenges.
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