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Wuthering Heights

BOOK ONE: A HOUSE OF HATRED
CHAPTER ONE
A Strange Night

I n the winter of 1801, I first visited the large, lonely

house called Wuthering Heights. It was at that time

that I met the strange and angry man who I will remember until
I die.

That year, I moved to Yorkshire, a county of England. I
lived in a fine old house,which was named Thrushcross
Grange. [ had written to a man named Heathcliff and asked to
rent the house from him. He was my only neighbor in all that
country. When I had been at the house for about a week, I de-
cided to walk across the moor and visit him.

It was a cold afternoon in winter when I began to walk.
Fog hung in the trees, and in the distance, large, sharp, tall
rocks called the Penistone Crags rose up out of the ground. 1
had to walk almost four miles through the grass and mud before
I saw Wuthering Heights, the house where Heathcliff lived. Tt
stood on the top of a hill. Around the house was a circle of
short, dark trees. The house was long and low and made of gray
stone. [t had narrow windows in the walls.

The ground was hard because of the winter frost. The air
was cold as I walked towards the house. 1 arrived at the gate of

the house’s garden.It was beginning to snow,and the snowflakes
2
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were blinding my eyes. 1 could not see, but I put my hand on
the gate. Suddenly I stopped, with a look of surprise. A man
was there, leaning on the gate. He stared at me with his cold,
dark eyes. He seemed as gloomy and silent as the gravestones
in the churchyard at the foot of the hill. He straightened up,
standing tall and still. His hair and eyes were black. The fea-
tures of his face were cruel-looking, yet he was very handsome.
He was dressed in good clothes, like a gentleman. But his skin
was as dark as a savage’s.

I guessed who he was. “Are you Mr. Heathcliff?” 1 said.

He did not speak, he only nodded his head.

“My name 1s Lockwood. 1 rent the house Thrushcross
Grange from you. [ thought I should come and meet you.”

“Come in! ” he said. His voice sounded so angry that he
could have been saying “Go to Hell! ” However, he opened
the gate, and we walked along the garden path. As we entered
a big yard, he called out, “Joseph, bring up some wine! ”
Then he spoke to me in a cold voice. “I shall be with you in a
moment. If you need anything, ask the servant.”

He walked off around a comner of the house. | waited for
his servant. While I waited, I looked at the strange writing on
the deor of the house. Among them, I saw the date “1500” and
the name “Hareton Eamshaw” carved on the door.

1 heard someone coming. A man appeared through a side

door. He was an old man with a thin, tight mouth in a sour and
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angry face. 1 thought that this was Joseph. He looked at me
meanly. “Well,” he said, “you should come inside, out of the
cold. The mistress of the house is inside! ”

He led me along passage made of stones, and told me to
go through a door on my right. [ did, and found myself in a big
room where a fire was burning in a very large fireplace, like a
small cave. Some frightening-looking guns were on the wall,
above the fireplace. Sitting close to the fire were two large
dogs, which growled at me. Beside the dogs there was a table
with much food on it.

And then I saw the girl who was sitting at the table. She
was a beautiful girl of some twenty years, with an exquisite face
framed by soft golden hair.

I bowed and waited for her to speak. She only stared at
me in a cool and scornful manner.

I went closer to the fire.  “I think there will be a storm
tonight,” I said. “It’s begun to snow.”

“You shouldn’t have come here,” she said. Then she stood
up and reached for a painted box on a high shelf. It was almost
too high for her. I made a move to help her. She turned upon
me suddenly.

“I can get it myself! ” she said angrily.

“I beg your pardon! ” I quickly said.

“Do you want any tea?” she demanded, opening the box,

and standing with a spoon peised over the pot.
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