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1. A Child Born on Christmas Day

The full moon sailed high in the winter sky,
lighting the frosty' fields and the marshes® along the
river. Moonlight brightened the cluster of thatched
cottages tucked away in the little valley and the two-
story manor house close by.®

Woolsthor pe Manor

1. frosty ['frosti] adj TEHEM; 80, 2. marsh n. &
B, 3. Moonlight brightened ... close by. Haxma
TRROBAE LA B — A S B LR B L — BT P B A <,
brighten ['braitn] vt. {#HR¥, %A, cluster n. (F¥Hy
AN B, B, thatch [6et/] vi. AFHEXE (BN, cottage
[‘kotidg] n. #&; MR, tuck v, (FRMK, valley ['vali] n
14, manor ["mens] n. &ith, HHE, close by §iE, KL,
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It was Christmas Day 1642, and hours yet before
dawn!. Inside the old stone farmhouse called Wool-
sthorpe? Manor in Lincolnshire®, England, one room
glowed* with candlelight>. A newborn baby lay in a
hooded cradle pulled up to the warmth of the fire
blazing on the open hearth.®

England was engaged’ in a great Civil War. King
Charles’® army was fighting an army led by Oliver
Cromwell®, a member of Parliament!?, to decide who
would rule England. Night patrols from both sides
ranged the countryside, and once darkness fell,cautious
folk seldom left their cottages.''Two neighbor women,
however, had come to help at this baby’s birth.

1. dawn [do:n] n. B2ER, #8B%. 2. Woolsthorpe['wulséo:p]
LR E G4, 3. Lincolnshire ['linkenfie] #¥E (¥
BLEEE ), 4. glow vi. (JTM¥, 5. candlelight
['kendllait] n. H3%, 6. A newborn baby lay ... the
open hearth. —AMAI&TFRMHBILPFERLFRHBEERES,
SEy1 B S K ESABIER . newborn adj. ¥4:#y, hooded
adj. FHEM, cradle ['kreidl] ». E ¥, blaze vi. PREE,
the open hearth ¥, 7. engage [in'geidg] vi.
fENETF, 8. King Charles #HME, ~ 9. Oliver
Cromwell ['kromwol] BF|# - SRR (1599—1658, KE¥
BREBE, T 1653—58 £4&F), 10. parliament['pa:loment]
n i HE. 11. Night patrols from both sides ranged
... their cottages. ZTHABRERFHEKEN, B4R
wFERR R, DR EERMNMRADHK, patrol [pe'treul] . i
CEBEA, B, range ot fE----E3h; B ¥, cautious ['ko:ifes]
adj. DE, &P, folk n. Afl,
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They spoke softly to each other.

“Tis said a baby born on Christmas Day is gifted
with rare powers,”' one whispered.

“Aye,” the older woman agreed. “I’ve heard that
said. But Widow Newton was not expecting this baby
for some weeks yet.? He is scarcely strong enough to
cry.”

Her companion® nodded. “Still, to be born on
“Christmas Day is surely a sign* of God’s favor,” she
said. “A son will be such a comfort to Mrs. Newton,
with the poor soul’s husband dead these past three
months.”®

The woman in the great bed at the far end of
the room stirred®. The two neighbors hurried to Han-
nah Newton’s’ side and placed the baby in her arms.

The new mother looked down at the little bundle®.
“Truly, the baby is small enough to fit into a quart

1. ’Tis said a babhy. born ... with rare powers. B U7EZi
T A M BB A e, ‘ts [tiz] = it is, gift vt 8
F @A A %) (R#AHIBE), rare adj. FLM; & M,
2. But Widow Newton was not ... for weeks yet. #
PR EQR™=T JLA B #. widow n. ¥4, Newton
['nju:tn] =45 (k) , 3. companion [keom'pznjen] . [
T PRk, 4. sign [sain] =n #H%. TEJk, 5. A son
will be ... these past three months. A4 By A A B kot
FRXZAAR, —ANFLABWES KRR, 6. stir vi.
#, 5, 7. Hannah Newton #48 - 8 (A&, 4 1RH0R}
%), 8. bumdle ['bandl] n. i@, 3,
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pot!, ” Hannah Newton marveled:. She weuld name

the child Isaac after his father, she decided.?

2. The Lincolnshire Lad

Hannakh Newton was discouraged. The Civil War
still raged* throughout Lincolnshire. Bands of soldiers
came pounding on her door at 2all hours, seeking food
or horses.®

“Managing the manor in times like these is impos-
sible for a woman,” Grandmother Ayscough® declared.
She and Hannah's brother James’ had come for a winter
visit.

“You should remarry, Hannah,” she announced®

1. is small enough to fit into a quart pot 3RS
—HRAME, quart [kwoit]l n. B CGERARN 6, &1
1.136 71, 2. marvel ['ma:val] vi. &, BH.

3. She would name the child Isaac after his father. #b%
DBFREMATLHBRADEFER, Isaac ['aizek] HpEE
(A4), 4. rage vi. BET; (RS ENUMTT, 5. Bands
of soldiers came pounding ... food or horses. HRELZLFAM
HEAMBREREHT, HEKRYRMOE, band v B\, 4;
JKBA, pound [paund] vi. EZ®Ed, WM (D, at all
hours — B A W Hir . 6. Ayscough ['mske] ‘MFH (AA).
7. James [dzeimz] BE#HT (AR, 8. announce [#'nauns]
vi. HAW,



firmly. “Yeur brother has heard from the Reverend
Barnabas Smith! of North Witham. He has made you
a fine offer of marriage?”

Hannah listened uneasily>. The clergyman her
mother spoke of was a wealthy* sixty-three-year-old
bachelor®.

“Reverend Smith’s offer is generous®, Hannah,”
her brother began. “He will both repair and enlarge
Woolsthorpe Manor. Also, some farmland he owns
will ®e deeded’” to Isaac. The income from that prop-
erty, plus the rental® of the Woolsthorpe fields, will
support the boy amply®.”

James avoided!® his sister’s eyes. “However, the
clergyman is not accustomed'' to small children. Isaac
must remain behind!* to live at Woolsthorpe.”

Hannah Newton gasped!®.

1. the Reverend Barnabas SmithP 44 M % - $ 8853 4. (the)
Reverend ['revarand] adj. T4l #z, 2. marriage
['meeridz] n. 2588; iEMH. 3. uneasily [an'i:zili] ady.
LR i, R R, LD, 4. wealthy ['wel6i] adj., &
B, M, 5. bachelor ['betfalo] n. FIGHF, BEH,

6. generous ['dgenares] adj. {HUKAY, KK Hy, 7. deed o
IREULGFAMT), 8. rental ['rentl] n. H%; ML
Ao 9. amply ('eempli] adv. 28, 5, 10. avoid
[o'void] ot. B é; EEE; BIT, 11. accustom [o'kastem]
vi. {>1if, be accustomed to ... T - 12, remain
bebind BYFEJGE; BTk 13. gasp [gaisp] vi. #hi,
Ra,



James hurried on, “"Our mother could live here
and look after Isaac for you. North Witham is not so
far from here. You’d see your son often®

Hannah was silent. There were so many things to
consider, Much as she hated to leave Isaac, it seemed
that this new marriage was the best solution to many
problems, !

Details? were soon arranged, and Hannah Newton
moved to her new husband’s home in the rectory® at
North Witham. Her puzzled three-year-old son* was
left behind at Woolsthorpe.

“Your mother will come home to visit soon,
Isaac,” his grandmother promised. “Why, just a fort-
night or two and we’ll be seeing her again, lad.”®

The visits were little comfort. His mother would
come home only to disappear again.®

By the time Isaac was nine, his mother had two

1. Much as she ... to many problems. BRBBAEES
PR, BERXKFEELEMEESFEMARITFIHE. hate
vi. 1, ¥, solution[sa'lju:fon] =. #RH; BE.

2. detail ['dizteil] n. 205 31, 3. rectory ['rektori]
n HEKHERK HERHES, 4. Her puzzled
three-year-old son... b IR F =S HILT--- - puzzle
['pazl] vt (8 A%, FSHE, 5.,Why, justa fort-
night ... lad. 20, WENMBARTNIXTLAE 8 W, T
fortnight n. B/ &, 6. His mother would come home
only to disappear again. fRFEEKRT, TEXET.
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more children. But what good was there, Isaac won-
dered, in having a half-sister and a half-brother?*
~ Little Mary was much too timid? to play with him.
And as for Benjamin!® Isaac scowled’. Benjamin was a
mere baby!

Besides, he and the other children lived in differ-
ent houses. They were not at all like ordinary broth-
ers and sisters, Isaac stared out the manor house
window and sighed. If only he had a real friend to
play with. 8

His sigh reached Grandmother Ayscough’s ears.
She went to the window to see what Isaac was watch-
ing. In a nearby field the sons of the tenant cottagers®
were playing a wild game of soldiers. Each boy flour-
ished’ a wooden stick for a sword.

After years of Civil War, King Charles’ Royal
Army® had been defeated in 1645. The king himself

1. But what good ... a half-brother? 7R I¥EE &7 4nit H AT
—ARXBEN—ARLGHEXAHLHELr 2. timid adj.
MHH:A/S, 3. And as for Benjamin! Z JA&RZM 4

" Benjamin ['bendgamin] Az (A 4), 4. scowl [skaul]
vi. Sk/EEK, LB, 5. If only he had a real friend
to play with. FRMGHF -ARENFHREX -RERRIF T, if
only RZ; R gb#F, 6. cottager n. (FHE, 7
fleurish['flarifjvt. ¥, 8. King Charles’ Royal Army
ERETHEMBKEN, royal ['obdl] adj. EZpy; ()
B,



had been removed from the throne and beheaded.!
His place as ruler was taken by Cromwell, who was
given the title of lord protector’. Although the Civil
War was over, country lads still played soldiers.

Isaac read her thoughts.® “They asked me to join
them, grandmother, but I don’t like mock* batties.
Besides, I'm too small for their rough games,” he
added truthfully. L

Left to himself, young Isaac Newton found his
own pleasures. Nearby were fields to roam® and mar-
shes to explore®. His natural curiosity took him in ail
directions. ” He gathered herbs® for his grandmother,
picked wild flowers to dry for his own collection,and
selected shiny pebbles® to arrange on his bedroom
shelf. On Sunday mornings he walked with grandmother
to church.”

Summer days were best of all. There was so much

to see and think about.

1. The king himself had been ... beheaded. ET & AHH
BI¥% L THkE&, throne [Oroun] n. S H; TfI, behead
[bi'hed] vi. RK--r---p93k, 2. the title of lord protector
PFRARLSE, title ['taitl] n. $S; k#, lord n. HEBSIE;
i 3. Isaac read her thoughts. X EERT BB,
4. mock adj. B L, 5. roam of. fE--B5 B
e 6. explore [iks'plo:] vi. #E. 7. His natural
.. in all directions. #hK EWIFFLMEANH EEHB S H M,
curiosity [,kjueri'ositi] n. # .0, in all directions A
¥, &K, 8. herb n. EZ, Z5%, 9. pebble n. IF,
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Lying quietly at the edge of a pond, Isaac observ-
ed water spiders skating on the surface of the little
stream behind the manor house.' How strange that
they did not sink®? nor seem to wet? their feet!

Sometimes flocks of waterfowl dotted the sky
above the Colsterworth marshes. ¢ Isaac marveled at
the sight. He sketched the birds, using charcoal and
scraps of paper for his pictures.

When winter came, Isaac walked alone across the
fields every morning to the village school. If his work
interested him, Tsaac was a good student. When he
found the lessons dull®, he escaped into the world of
his imagination’.

Although he could do arithmetic problems in his

1. Lying quietly ... the manor house. ¥ FEEHHHBEFEL
Wi, WRAKEELRE/MRMKE LEKDE, edge n. i, 4
ik, spider ['spaide] n. Wukk. skate vi. §3t; k. stream
n /N IR, 2. sink [sink] (Gt sank 3 sunk, it
#:4riA sunk # sunken ['sanksn]) »t. & wi. () FIT; ()
IR 3. wet vi. FiE, 4. Sometimes flocks of
-waterfowl ... the Colsterworth marshes. A —BERED
KETHH TR E 8T B e L5, flock n. B BB,
waterfowl ['wo:tefaul] n. K&, dot vi. BB,

5. Isaac sketched the birds, using ... for his pictures. ff
BARNBLELF BB HEMERENE, sketch ot B4, #5,
charcoal ['tfackoul] n, &, A%, a scrap of paper RE4EH.
6. dull [dal] adj. #iARYy, 7. imagination [i,msedgi'neifon]
n BRI =48,



head, Isaac was not the schoolmaster’s favorite pupil.!
“Always asking questions, that one is,” the teacher
~ complained. ?

On winter evenings, seated by the kitchen fire,
grandmother told stories. Isaac whittled® little models
while his grandmother talked. He handled* tools well,
and he liked the feel of the wood.

Isaac’s model toys were always constructed with
working parts: wheels turned, windmill sails moved,
and tiny gears meshed together.®

One night Grandmother Ayscough watched the
pocketknife® flash” up and down. “What are you
making, Isaac?” she asked.

“A new toy waterwheel®,” he answered. “My last

1. Although he could do...favorite pupil. R4 X & ¥
R, BT REKEEZM%E, arithmetic [ zerio'metik]
adj. BRE, favorite ['feiverit] adj & HNEZ N, n BIE
B G, 2. “Always asking questions, that one
is,” the teacher complained. “ XA AERZIEMNME, " LML
M, complain [kem'plein] of. s, MJ&; F¥.

3. whittle [A'witl] ot. 4], i, 4. handle ['hendl] ot.
HEME 2%, 5. Isaac’s model toys were ... together.
REREENHERE R, SEBA — T ERHER: #3hR, K
ERREN—BR A4 —EH /i, construct [kon'strakt]
of. HiE; MY, windmill n. RZ%E, gear [gio] n K,
mesh ot. (KER) MRS, EBE S, 6. pocketknife n. B
SHER R, 7. flash »i. 3, A%, 8. waterwheel
['wotehwizl]l n. (K BiESHAY) K, K%,
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one did not work. The wheel moved sluggishly!. I
won’t make that mistake again, grandmother. These
parts are smaller and will allow space for the wood to
swell when it gets water-soaked.?”

In the year 1653, Isaac Newton’s world turned
upside down again.® He was eleven now and almost
through school. Grandmother told him the startling*
news. “Barnabas Smith is dead. Your mother is com-
ing home again,” she said. .

Isaac’s heart thumped®. How many times had he
wished that his stepfather® would die? Again and again
during the lonely years he had said the words to him-
self. But he had not really meant it.

“Your mother is coming home to Woolsthorpe!”
Grandmother Ayscough repeated.

Isaac nodded. Mother was coming home. With
her, no doubt, would come six-year-old Mary, two-

1. sluggishly ['slagifli] adv. 4218#b; B4, 2. These
parts are smaller ... water-soaked. XSBIMELE /D, X
R—BEALKREMNRTURHAK BRK MO E, swell
(swelled, swollen ['sweulon] B swelled) »i. BBk, water-
soak ['woitesouk] of. AKBIE, 3. In the year 1653,
Isaac Newton’s world turned upside down again. 7E 1653
4, XBFER - FWGET T #47, turn upside down -2
£, 4. startling ['stactlin] adj. 4 AKHR; 812/,

5. thump vi. GDRES) b bR, 35, 6. stepfather

['step,faz®a] n. 4EAL,
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year-old Benjamin, and baby Hannah.?!

Grandmother Ayscough guessed at his thoughts. ?
Well-a-day!® So the boy was jealous* of the small
children. “Your mother could scarcely leave them
behind in North Witham. Now could she?”

Isaac stared gloomily® at her.

3. Meet Miss Storey®

One day not long after Mrs. Smith’s return,
Isaac’s Uncle William came to call. The Reverend
William Ayscough had been educated at Cambridge
University’. Now he thought Isaac should be sent
away to a good school. ‘

“Isaac has almost finished school,” Hannah Smith
objected®.

“Bah’ Those little village schools teach farm boys

1. With her, ... and baby Hannah. =There was no doubt
that six-year-old ... would come with her,

2. Grandmother Ayscough guessed at his thoughts. #l#
HWBRBETHRGS OB, 3. well-a-day ['welo'dei]
interj. WL 4, jealous [‘'dgelos] adj. I*3udl,

5. gloomily['glu:mili] adv. FAABHL. 6. Miss Storey
('stoori]  #4C 8 M, 7. Cambridge University $J#fk
2% 8. object [ab'dgekt] wi. [ #; ik, 9, bah
[ba:] interj. W& (HTFBE KES),
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