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Summary 1

Summary

The philosophy of Ming Dynasty, the inheritance and development
of .the philosophy of Song and Yuan Dynasty, is an important component
of the Chinese traditional thought and culture, and marks a new phase of
the theoretical thought of the Chinese nation. It occupies a shining page
in the human knowing history. - The Philosophy of Chinese Ming Dynasty
is the first monograph -at home and abroad that expounds the occurrence,
development and evolution of the philosophy of Ming Dynasty. This
book, which has new characteristics of its own both in structure and con-
tents; is divided into five volumes: The Leading Status of Li ( Princi-
ple), The Rise of Xin Xue (:Mind of School ), The Revival of Qi ., The
Prosperity of Shi:Xue,; The Enlightenment -and forty — eight chapters.:

In order to sum up the experience and lessons of theoretical thought
of the Chinese nation, and promote the national culture, the book insists
on the practical and realistic principle, and applies the method of unity of
logic and history. In respect of macro — history, the book holds the
essence and internal relations of the philosophy of Ming Dynasty, mean-
time, emphasizes the trend of the times and reveals its logical trace of
evolution; In respect of micro — history, it analyses various schools and
the philosophical systems of the representative figures. For those philoso-
phers who were seldom or never discussed before, the author digs out and
works at them with great care. So, this book fill in many gaps in the
study of the philosophy of Ming Dynasty. In addition, besides the com-
parison of Chinese and Western philosophies, the author also makes

creative analysis and discussion in the exchange and conflict between the



2 PEBAREE

Chinese and Western cultures to reappear the style and features of the
zeitgeist. Through the serious and deep analysis of Ming Dynasty, the
author try hard to discover the valuable factors from the Chinese tradi-
tional thought and culture, and look for the way to make them serve for
our modernization. In addition, to build up new socialist culture of our
country, the author hopes we could absorb the essence of the Western
culture much better on the basis of his work which will be helpful to the
comprehension of the Chinese culture. ‘

Going through ten years, the author of this book, on the basis of
both reading documents and drawing the fruit of sages, studied thorough-
ly, wrote carefully, and amended repeatedly. This book is the fruit of
cooperation and the crystallization of collective -wisdom. This book,
which has the detailed and accurate material, - substantial contents, and
the original and logical train of thought, is unique in its style and worth
reading for the teachers and students of universities and workers of social
sciences who study the history of Chinese philosophy at home and
abroad.
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