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J am fevered with the sunset,
9 am fretful with the bay,
For the wander thirst is on me

And my soul is in Cathay

There's a schooner in the offing,
With her topsails shot with fize,
And my heart has gone aboard her
For the Islands Desire .

9 must forth again tomorrow |

With the sunset ) must be
Hull down on the trail of rapture
In the wonder of the sea,
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Rock of Ages

When I came to the farm as a bride, the rock was there, just
around the coner of the house. It was an ugly dull orange, about a
foot in diameter, and stuck up a couple of inches through the back
lawn waiting to trip me.

“Can’t we dig it out?” I asked after I hit full speed with the lawn
mower, breaking the blade.

»

“No, it’s always been there. ” my husband said, and his father
agreed. “It goes down pretty deep, I reckon.” my father-in-law added,
“My wife’s family has lived here since the Civil War. No one’s ever

got it out.”
diameter [dai'@mito ] n. H#% trip [trip] v. 2 {5
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PART I, HEART

So it stayed. My children were born, grew up and went away.
My father in-law died. Some time later, my husband died.

After the mourning, there was the coping—and with a sharp-
ened awareness of my surroundings, because I could change them
more easily than my life’s situation. The way a woman sees her house
when a company comes unexpectedly. I saw a hundred little sore
spots. I began to heal them, one at a time.

The spot at the southwest comer of the house, however, was never
going to look nice. Now with that rock protection weeds and crab
grass to form a scab on the green.

I went to the shed and got my shovel. I was going to dig out the
rock.

a sharpened awareness - FRIR SR EH . — MR DI
sore spots CHF RO A0 008 & A0 7

company |kampani ] n. B, - KB
shovel T favl} n §%, g™
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I braced myself for what was to be a long day, perhaps experi-
enced by previous generations who had tried to dislodge the rock. I
put on heavy shoes and rolled out my wheelbarrow. If it took the
whole day, that rock was going to come out.

Five minutes later the rock was out. It had been about a foot
deep, and maybe six inches wider than it looked from the top. I
pried it loose with a crowbar and hoisted it into the wheelbarrow.

I was stunned. That rock had persisted there beyond living
memory. Each family had taken it on faith that the previous genera-
tion had tried and failed to remove it. Because the rock had ap-
peared to be large and deep, it was treated as immovable and strong.
I have seen people do this too—and get others to walk carefully
around them and assume a depth of character and knowledge solely

braced myself ¥z 5 S,
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PART | ; HEART

from demeanor rather than from actual accomplishment.

The orange rock had earned my respect. I couldn’t just dump it
behind the bam. So I wheeled it over to the shed, still within sight
of the house. It rests there, with vinca growing around it.

I still see the rock every day but now as something good in my
little landscape. It's a reminder that each generation ought to find

things out for itself.

accomplishment [akamplifmont] n. 4 -F; % AL
vinca ['vigke] n. KFHE, KEHX

BRT, "HABEALE, REBLAIIN I MZEZ .
EXRBENALCELERE TROEE. RAERBERER
EREAET. TR, RITEHEHMI, MEIBEEN—F. €
BEBHWREIE, REICHT HEE.
RERXDREEIIXRAL, ERAECHTRIRF—ERE
BRE. BRAEA: B—RABEEREERTREH
Yo




Learn to Say Thanks

One of the nice things about having grown children is that I no
longer have to tell them about writing thank—you notes. When they
were little, all three would dictate thank—you’s that I would include
with drawings they’d made of their presents. By the time Eleanor,
Sarah and Drew were old enough to write their own thank—you notes,
however, they would do so only with much prodding.

“Have you written to thank Grandy for the book yet?” TI'd ask,
“What did you say to Aunt Dorothy about that top?” Invariably, I'd
be met with mumbles and shrugs.

One year, in the days following Christmas, I'd grown weary of
nagging. The children become mother—deaf. Frustrated, I declared

invariably [in'veriob(2)li] adv. ARZE 4, £i&
frustrated [frastreitid | adj. 21, &M
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PART 1} HEART

that no one would be allowed to play with a new toy or wear a new
outfit until the appropriate thank-you notes had been mailed. Still
they procrastinated and grumbled.

Something snapped. “Everyone into the car!” I said.

“Where are we going?” Sarah asked, bewildered.

“To buy a Christmas present.”

“But it’s after Christmas,” she protested.

“No arguing,” I said in a tone that meant exactly that.

The kids piled into the car.“You're going‘to see just how much
time those who care about you spend when they give you a present,”
I told them. Handing Drew a pad of paper and a pencil, I said,

“Please mark down the time we left home.”
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