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Abstract

Cathaya argyrophylla, discovered in West Hunan in 1979, is an endemic species
known as the .precious relic tree of the Tertiary period. It has enjoyed the reputations of
being “ Panda in Plant Kingdom".“’l‘he Living Fossil of Plant” and a “ Bright Pearl Dazzling
in Immense Forest.”

The study deals with macrostructure, microstructure, ultramicrostructure, acoustical as well
as physico- mechanical properties of the wood of C.argyroPhylla. In this paper, 60 fine pho-
tographs and 182 electron micrographs are attached herewith.

The discovery of C.argyroPhylla has not only added a new “Bright Pearl ” among in-
numerable varieties of wood, but also enabled us to make contributions to an approach
into- the secret of evolutionary facts witnessed in the organic world and the geological
vicissitudes for the time passed away.

The study provides us an available reference for teaching and scientific researches.
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