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Believe it or not, optical illusion (£ %) can cut highway crashes.

Japan is a case in point. It has reduced automobile crashes on some
roads by nearly 75 percent using a simple optical illusion. Bent stripes,
called chevrons ( A ZFH2), painted on the roads make drivers think that
they are driving faster than they really are, and thus drivers slow down.

Now the American Automobile Association Foundation for Traffic
Safety in Washington D.C. is planning to repeat Japan’s success. Starting
next year, the foundation will paint chevrons and other patterns of stripes
on selected roads around the country to test how well the patterns reduce
highway crashes.

Excessive speed plays a major role in as much as one fifth of all fatal
traffic accidents, according to the foundation. To help reduce those
accidents, the foundation will conduct its tests in areas where speed-
related hazards are the greatest—curves, exit slopes, traffic circles, and
bridges.

Some studies suggest that straight, horizontal bars painted across
roads can initially cut the average speed of drivers in half. However,
traffic often returns to full speed within months as drivers become used to
seeing the painted bars

Chevrons, scientists say, not only give drivers the impression that
they are driving faster than they really are but also make a lane appear to
be narrower. The result is a longer lasting reduction in highway speed and
the number of traffic accidents.
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The passage mainly discusses

(A) a new way of highway speed control

(B) a new pattern for painting highways

(C) a new approach to training drivers

(D) a new type of optical illusion

EXRE—BRBEN T A, B B AT DA S AR B
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2. The best title for this passage wouldbe .
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Americans are proud of their variety and individuality, yet they love
and respect few things more than a uniform, whether it is the uniform of
an elevator operator or the uniform of a five-star general. Why are
uniforms so popular in the United States?

Among the arguments for uniforms, one of the first is that in the
eyes of most people they look more professional than civilian ( 5 ##))
clothes. People have become conditioned to expect superior quality from
a man who wears a uniform. The television repairman who wears a
uniform tends to inspire more trust. than one who appears in civilian
clothes. Faith in the skill of a garage mechanic is increased by a uniform.
What easier way is there for a nurse, a policeman, a barber, or a waiter to
lose professional identity than to step out of uniform?

Uniforms also have many practical benefits. They save on other
clothes. They save on laundry bills. They are tax-deductible (R]RHLH).
They are often more comfortable and more durable than civilian clothes.
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Primary among the arguments against uniforms is their lack of
variety and the consequent loss of individuality experienced by people
who must wear them. Though there are many types of uniforms, the
wearer of any particular type is generally stuck with it, without change,
until retirement. When people look alike, they tend to think, speak, and
act similarly, on the job at least.

Uniforms also give rise to some practical problems. Though they are
long-lasting, often their initial expense is greater than the cost of civilian
clothes. Some uniforms are also expensive to maintain, requiring
professional dry cleaning rather than the home laundering possible with
many types of civilian clothes.

The best title for this passage would be

(A) Uniforms and Society

(B) The Importance of Wearing a Uniform

(C) Practical Benefits of Wearing a Uniform

(D) Advantages and Disadvantages of Uniforms

FENERRE TER. BIEENERYW R T TIFRIINE -
BERXBETHRLBRENIEG. £ . ZBNEEGAEARNT
TYEARROLS, HEM . ARMEFNAMN T TIEMRAERS . B
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3. The author’s purpose in writing this passageis .

R—RAEEREFFENEOMER. fFi|.
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Sport is not only physically challenging, but it can also be mentally
challenging. Criticism from coaches, parents, and other teammates, as
well as pressure to win can create an excessive amount of anxiety or
stress for young athletes (3Z2%/] 51). Stress can be physical, emotional, or
psychological and research has indicated that it can lead to burnout.
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Burnout has been described as dropping or quitting of an activity that was
at one time enjoyable.

The early years of development are critical years for learning about
oneself. The sport setting is one where valuable experiences can take
place. Young athletes can, for example, learn how to cooperate with
others, make friends, and gain other social skills that will be used
throughout their lives. Coaches and parents should be aware, at all times,
that their feedback to youngsters can greatly affect their children.
Youngsters may take their parents’ and coaches’ criticisms to heart and
find a flaw (%) in themselves.

Coaches and parents should also be cautious that youth sport
participation does not become work for children. The outcome of the
game should not be more important than the process of learning the sport
and other life lessons. In today’s youth sport setting, young athletes may
be worrying more about who will win instead of enjoying themselves and
the sport. Following a game many parents and coaches focus on the
outcome ami find fault with youngsters’ performances. Positive
reinforcement should be provided regardless of the outcome. Research
indicates that positive reinforcement motivates and has a greater effect on
learning than criticism. Again, criticism can create high levels of stress,
which can lead to burnout.

The author’s purpose in writing the passage is

(A) to teach young athletes how to avoid burnout

(B) to persuade young children not to worry about criticism

(C) to stress the importance of positive reinforcement to children

(D) to discuss the skill of combining criticism with encouragement
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In 1993, New York State ordered stores to charge a deposit on
beverage (1% }}) containers. Within a year, consumers had returned
millions of aluminum cans and glass and plastic bottles. Plenty of
companies were eager to accept the aluminum and glass as raw materials
for new products, but because few could figure out what to do with the
plastic, much of it wound up buried in landfills (% HH $#15). The
problem was not limited to New York. Unfortunately, there were too few
uses for second-hand plastic.

Today, one out of five plastic soda bottles is recycled ([E|WFI|FH) in
the Unifed States. The reason for the change is that now there are dozens
of companies across the country buying discarded plastic soda bottles and
turning them into fence posts, paint brushes, etc.

As the New York experience shows, recycling involves more than
simply separating valuable materials from the rest of the rubbish., A
discard remains a discard until somebody figures out how to give it a
second life—and until economic arrangements exist to give that second
lifé value. Without adequate markets to absorb materials collected for
recycling, throwaways actually depress prices for used materials.

Shrinking landfill space, and rising costs for burying rubbish are
forcing local governments to look more closely at recycling. In many
areas, the East Coast especially, recycling is already the least expensive




