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1. The Size of the United States

1. Pre-listening

As soon as you hear the title of this selection, try to relate the
topic to your own knowledge and experlence Ther answer these
questions: A

1. Have you ever been to the United States?

2. Can you find the United States on a map of the world and

describe its geographical location? -

3. Can you imagine the size of the United States?

I1I. While-listening

Fill in each blank with the information you hear while listening
to this selection. . .

. Itismorethan__ _ kilometers from the Atlantic
Ocean on the east coast to,the Pacific Ocean on the west
coast.

2. A jet plane crosses the continental United States in about

hours.

3. A traveler in a fast railroad train needs more :than

hours to cross the country.

4. Itismorethan______ ___kilometers from Hawan to the
mainland of the United States.

1. Post-listening

. Answer the following questions:
1) The main idea of this selection is
a. The United States is smaller than most people thmk itis.

3




'b. The United States is a very big country.
¢. The new state of Hawaii has greatly increased the size of
the United States. b
2) This selection tells us about the distance_ _ ° .
a. from New York to Chicago
b. from the east coast to the west coast
c. from the Canadian border t¢ the Mexican border
2. According to the listening, are the following statements True
or False? If a statement is false, what is the correct
informarion?
1) It takes a traveler more thdn 48 hours to cross the country
by fast car. vailreeol Tpaic
2) Hawaii is close to the mainland of the U.S. !
3) Hawaii is in the Atlantic Ocean. t
4) Hawaii is nearer to the states on the west coast of the
continent than to the states on the east coast. *

2. Where Did Americans Come From?

1. Pre-listening

Think about the following questions before listening to this
selection:
‘1. Who were the first Americans?
2. Where did the first immigrants in American history come
from?
‘3. How many people are there in the United States now?

. While-listening .
Choose the best answer for each statement accordmg to this
selection, :

+ YMﬁrstAmemanswere G g
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a. Negroes:
B. Indians
¢. Africans -
d. British
2. "There are abgu;
Statesnow B P -
b. 1.863 . ) S s
c. 4,000,000
v d. 900,000 St
3. Today there are _______people in the Umted Stdtes
-a. more than 210 million )
b. fewer than 4 million
c. 206 million
d. 214 million
4. President Lincoln freed the slaves in
a. 1790
b. 1683
Je. 1863
d. 1368

--.American Indians in the United

HI. Post-listening

Are the following statemetits True or False according to the

-listening? If a statement is false, what is the correct information?
1. In 1790, the United States had about four million people. ©

" Today. about eleven percent of the population are Blacks.

The southwest of the United States has a larger Indian

population than other parts of the United States.

4. Immigrants from many countries areé still arriving in the
United States today. e Nt

The first immigrants were from Africa. B-5'% ¢ ~
6. America has fifty states with a great deal of land.
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3. The Climate of the United States

I. Pre-listening
You have learned the size of the United States.
Do you know anything about its climate?
Do you think the United States has different kinds of climate?
Will it be cold during the winter on the east coast?
II. While-listening
Are the following statements True or False according to the
listening?
1. The Umted States has a tropical climate. ¢
2. People in the north central states wear light clothes in the 4
summer and heavy wool or fur clothing during the winter.
3. Intheeastern part of the United States, spring is comfortably ¢
warm and fall-is pleasantly cool.
4. People in the cold parts of the U.S.A can’t get fresh
vegetables and fruite during the winter. F
III Post-listening

Answer the following questions:

1.

2.
3.

Is there less difference between summer and winter on the
west coast than on the east coast?

What is the climate in the southwest?

How do people in the cold parts of the U.S. get fresh fruits
and vegetables in the winter?

Are summer and winter temperatures the same or different in
the eastern part of the United States?

Is the climate of the north central states like the climate of the
western part of the United States?

What is the meaning of the sentence?

Americans ‘“‘send their climates” to people in other staes.



4. How Did the States Get Their Names?

1. Pre-listening ' i |
There are fifty states in the U.S.A. Listen for how they got their :
names.
Read the following names of some states: |
Illinois Colorado ‘
Connecticut New Hampshire
Georgia New Jersey
Pennsylvania Hawaii
Florida Alaska -

II. While-listening

Are the following statements True or False according to the
information in the listening?
1. Tlinois was named for the French who used to live in that =
part of t.he country. :
2. Half of the states have Indian names. T
3. Georgia and Pennsylvama were taken from the Latm 1
language.
4. Illinois means “Brave Mén” in the language of the Indmﬁs
who used to live there.
Florida and Colorado were named by the Spanish. T
Hawaii and Adaska are the two newest states. ..
Alaska was bought from the Russians in 1967. 13¢7
Hawaii means “‘Homeland” in the Hawaiian language. 7
New Hampshire and New Jersey were named . for places in
England. 7
10. Alaska was named by the Russians. T i
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III. Post-listening: | » },

Answer these questions:




