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MESSAGE OF H.E. SHEIKH FAHAD AL SABAH, PRESIDENT OCA

"A COMPLETE COLLECTION OF ASIAN GAMES STAMPS"

DEAR FRIENDS,

I HAVE GREAT PLEASURE AND AM MOREOVER PROUD TO SEE THIS
TREMENDOUS EFFORT HAVE AT LAST COME TO BEING. IT IS THE
FIRST GIANT COLLECTION EVER PRODUCED IN ONE RECORD IN THE
HISTORY OF ASIAN GAMES. THE STAMPS OF THE ASIAN GAMES
SIGNIFIES THE INCREASING INTEREST IN SPORTS AMONG THE ASIAN
YOUTH AND IS AN EXCELLENT RECORD OF OUR SPORTS HISTORY.

I PRESENT CONGRATULATIONS ON BEHALF OF OCA TO ALL WHO HAVE
CONTRIBUTED TO THIS GREAT EFFORT AND ALSO THANK THEM ON
BEHALF OF THE OLYMPIC FAMILY IN ASIA FOR RECORDING THIS
BEAUTIFUL PIECE OF HISTORY OF OUR GAMES.

WITH EVERY GOOD WISH, ,

-
SHEIKH FAHAD AL SABAH
PRESIDENT,
OLYMPIC COUNCIL OF ASIA.
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FOREWORD

1990 is a prosperous year filled with joy and energy for China as a
whole and for Beijing in particular, as the long-awaited 11th Asian
Games, which is the biggest athletic festival in Asia, meeting once
every 4 years, will take place in Beijing. Athletes, visitors, tourists and
invited guests from various countries and regions in Asia will
assemble in the Chinese capital, participating in the most eventful,
most populous and largest-in-scale sports gala in Asian history,
during which its theme ol “"UNITY, FRIENDSHIP, PROGRESS'’ will be
fully manifested.

Upto date, 10 Asian Games and 2 Winter Asian Games have been
held. Each time many cultural and artistic activities also take place,
aside from athletic events. The activities may vary from country to
country. However, all the host countries never fail to do one important
thing in common — the issuance of the Aslan Games commemorative
stamps, and the stamps are ensured to come out in good time. At first,
the stamps were released at the Games opening ceremeny; but for the
more recent Games, the series were issued months or even a year in
advance. Sometimes even the Game's closing day or afterward saw
the issuance of the related stamps.

The Asian Games issues are specialized welcome items sought
after by thematic collectors of stamps about sports. Therefore, all the
host countries have been extremely thoughtful and meticulous with
the design and printing. The stamps are treasured by the athletes as
well as sports enthusiasts and stamp collectors, and have travelled,
through rhails, to all corners of the world, thus adding splendour to
the Asian Games.

The events for the Asian Games are basically identical with those
for the Olympic Games. In the mean time, the host countries are
entitled to either put in or omit some sportive events. So some special
athletic events characteristic of certain Asian natlons are also found
included in the Games, such as Takraw, Taekwon-Do-Kompfer and Wu
Shu (martial art). The contents of the stamps are, therefore, further
enriched. Many historical monuments in Asia are depicted on the
stamps. The lion-headed pillar of India’'s Peacock Dynasty, the
Ancient Observatory, Indonesia’s Borobudur, the Great Wwall of China
are examples. Similarly, many fairy tales, modern sports facilities,




the Games emblem and mascots have also found their way onto the
stamps. It can be well said that the Aslan Games stamps are vivid
miniatures by and large reflecting the athletic advances in Asia.
To meet the forthcoming 11th Asian Games, we have pooled our
efforts together in presenting this pictorial “A COMPLETE
COLLECTION OF ASIAN GAMES STAMPS’". The volume covers all the
commemorative stamps for all the sessions of the Games, the tst
through the 11th, issued by various countries. We have also selectively
included most of the related First Day Cavers, postcards, cachets, and
other relevant materials and photographic records, with the
upcoming 11th Asian Games as the focus taking up the lion’s share of
the volume. It is believed that this volume will offer the readers both
at home and abroad, sports fans and stamp collectors in particular, a
comprehensive presentation of the history of the Asian Games stamp
issues. As a gigantic and well-illustrated reference book, the volume is
also our contribution to the promotion of the cultural exchange,
friendship and unity between the people of all countries.

We wish to acknowledge our appreciation to The Cultural and
Exhibition Department of the Organizing Committee of the 11th
Asian Games, the Beijing Yanshan Press, the Beijing Gulou Philatelic
Society, for their invaluable cooperation in the editing process.
Special thanks also go to the philatelists in this country, and abroad,
Tatsuya Abe of Japan, Mr. Tan Kai Hong and Cheng Choo Kwang of
Singapore Mr. Kwoak Kab Jin of South Korea, Mr. S.K. Lee of the
Philippines, and Mr. Chen Guo Fu and Mr. Li Tang of Hong Kong, Mr.
Avter Singh Banga of India who have generously provided part of
necessary stamps and literature.

Our heartfelt thanks go to President Sheikh Fahad Al Sabah of
the Olympic Council of Asia, who has been so kind as to have sent us
the message of congratulations which appears on the previous page.

The Editorial Board of <A COMPLETE
COLLECTION OF ASIAN GAMES STAMPS»
May. 30 1990. Beijing
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