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Chapter 1

I believe that it is impossible for a writer to in-
ventD characters in his fiction without having made a
careful study of the people. It is just as no one can
speak a language that has not been properly mastered.
Since I am still too young to invent, 1 only want to tell
a true story.

Therefore, | hope the readers will believe that
this story is true. All the characters, except the hero-
ine, of the story are still living. And many people in
Paris can prove its truth. It is actually by chance that [
was able to complete this story of the poor gitl.

On the 12th day of March, 1847, in the Laffitte
Street, I happened to see a notice. It read that a sale
of fumiture and valuable curios@ was going to be held
on the 16th, between noon and five o’ clock. The

@  invent: % B3 .
@  cuo: BT . HHE,
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owner was dead and the name was not mentioned. The
notice also stated that all the things for sale could be
viewed on the 13th and 14th. ] have always been inter-
ested in curios. So I decided not to miss this opportu-
nity.

When 1 arrived there it was still early, and yet a
crowd of visitors had already gathered in the apart-
ment. Most of them were men, but also a number of
ladies dressed luxuriously. Even these well-dressed la-
dies were astonished by what they had seen. After
looking around for a while, I had no difficulty in rec-
ognizing that | was in the apartment of a kept woma-
nD. From what she had used, it is obvious that she
had lived an extremely luxurious life.

The owner of the apartment had died. Death had
purified the air in the room. People came here to look
through these splendid things and to find out the secret
life of the owner. However, unfortunately, the myster-
ies had died with the disappeared beauty.

The furniture was excellent. It was decorated with
all kinds of curios. I also saw a lot of excellent things
used by the owner. All these reminded me of her luxu-
rious life before her death. I thought that God had

@  a kept woman: %,
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been merciful to her because she had not suffered too
much from the coming of old age, which was the first
death for their kind.

As I was standing and lost in thinking, I sudden-
ly found that the room was already empty except for a
porterD and myself. He was watching carefully lest I
tried to steal something. I went up to him.

“Excuse me”, I said, “I wonder if you could tell
me the name of the person who lived here?”

“Mademoisella Marguerite Gautier.”

I knew this young woman by name and by sight.

“What!” 1 said to the porter. “Marguerite Gauti-
er is dead?”

“Yes, sir.”

“When did it happen?”

“Three weeks ago, 1 think.”

He also told me that the sale was made to pay off
the lots of debts she had owed. And the rest would be
given to her family.

“She has a family?”

“Seems she did.”

“Thank you very much.”

I left the house.

® porter: FEIT A,
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Ly b

“Poor girl,” T said to myself as I retuned home,
“she must have died a sad death, for in her world,
people only keep their friends as long as they stay fit
and well.” I couldn’t help feeling sorry for the fate of
Marguerite Gautier. All this will perhaps seem absurd
to many people, but [ have an endless tolerance® to-

ward these kept women.

Chapter 2

The sale was due to be held on the 16th.

There was a day’s rest between the viewing and
the sale. At that time, I just returned from my travels.
It was quite natural that no one had told me about
Marguerite Gautier’s death, for it seemed less impor-
tant in the capital city. Marguerite Gautier had been
pretty. But the more sensational@ life these women

had lived, the smaller the impact they would leave

@® tolerance: & .
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