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Capsule Summary of the Book

The human race experienced the stages of clans, tribes, and tribal
leagues in remote antiquity, and now they have reached the stage of eth-
nic groups of today. During the process of evolution of living beings, in-
numerable very beautiful artistic forms of cultures have been brought into
being. Ethnic operas of Chinese ethnic minorities and aboriginal peoples
the world over are a comprehensive expression of material civilization and
spiritual civilization. They are models of culture that charm and carry
people away. Looking back at the history of the birth, formation and evo-
lution of ethnic operas, we may get some deep inspiration that the boom-
ing anthropology, sociology, culture, theology, folklore, and arts bring to
us. By means of many historical and geographical materials and precious
ethnic cultural materials, we have connected scientific, progressive West-
em anthropology with Chinese traditional textual research of cultural relics
and ancient literature. We made a comprehensive, systematic study of the
concept, definition, meaning, influence, character, classification, func-
tion and value of the ethnic operas of various countries. Particularly, we
clarified the influences of the Chinese Han ethnic in ethnic operas on
neighboring states, and made clear how religious and secular literary
works had evolved into comprehensive performance of the ethnic operas.
This is the important subjects of the study and academic contributions of
the ” Ethnic Opera Study” .
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