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‘What is the main ideay
'What is the subject?
‘What would be a good titley
. 'Which statement best expresses the main ideap
ERA AR EERAE? '
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RIEFIEX:

Coffee is a universal beverage that is served in dif-
ferent ways around the world, In Loadon, for example, some
Englishmen dip mustard into their coffee, while in Den-
ver, a person might add a dash of ketchup, Strips of
orange and lemon peel, cloves and cinnamon sticks are not
nnpsﬁal additions to the brew in Europe. An Asian de-
light consists of coffee brewed in boiling sugar, Perhaps
the richest cup of coffee can be enjoyed in Ireland where
‘whiskey and whipped cream are important ingredients. In
Australia .a waitress will ask, “Do you want black or

whitep”Black is plain black coffee, but white is half coffee



and half warm milk, If an Australian orders iced coffee,
he will be served a cup of steaming coffee with a scoop
of ice cream. It sounds like the Australian version of a
“snowball in hell,”

1, Which statement best expresses the main idea?

a, The richest cup of coffee can be enjoyed in Ireland.

b. Asians enjoy a sweet cup of coffee.

c, Coffee is enjoyéd in a variety of ways,

d, Australians have an unusual sense of humor,

2. The paragraph suggests that coffee can be

a, expemsive, b, rare. c, common, d, exXciting.
3. The paragraph could be entitled

a, Some Like It Hot.

b, Coffee Around the World.

‘¢, Criental Delights.

d, A Snowball in Hell,
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RIRTHEX:

. H the wind becomes gusty after a period of calm,
you should scek shelter, The sky needs careful watching,
too, Gradual darkening and “boiling” clouds should quic-
ken your pace.Lightning and thunder are common gnough
storm indicators, but few people realize that th.e bright-
‘ness of the lightning is not nearly as important as the
number of lightning flashes. The signhs of an oncoming
storm are many, and a person’s life inay depend on his
ability to interpret them. :
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WiRTIEX: ,

Despite the fact that cars from Germany and Japan
are flooding the American market, Ford, General Moto“s
and Chrysler are hiring more wotke1s than ever bgfore.
The flaod of cheaper foreign cars has noi cost Americ;an
aﬁto workers their jobs as éome eXperts pradictod,__Fdrd
operates as far as Asia, and General Mortors is considered
Australia’s biggest omployer. Yet GM has its huge Ameri-
can work force and hires hundreds of people every day .
to meet the needs of an insatiable socxcty
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Joshua Bingham studied four years at the Univr._mlty
of Paris and decided to leave before his graduation. He
transferred to the University of Berlin and graduated with -
honors, Harvard Law School and, later, Boston Collegs

" provided him with an excellent legal background, He is
presently a corporation lawyer in Miami, Florida,
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Exerclsa 1

Whether you are a smoker or a nonsmoker, you should take mea~
sureg to protect your lungs. You can test your lung capacity by hol-

) 015-5



ding'a lighted match sbout six inches from your face and trying to
tlow it out with your mouth wide open. If you cannot blow out the '
flame, errange for a medical cxamination. Using & simple machine
called a spirometer (spir om ¢ ter), a doctor can measure .the lungs’
strength and capacity. In other words, he can test how cfficlantly
you breathe. When combined with a complete physical examination,
the spirometer test may detect ear.y signs of respiratory problems.
1, Which sentence expresses the main ideay

a, Necessity is the mother of jnvantion.

b, An ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure,

Q:. Don’t count your chickens before they’re hatched.

4, Join the unhooked generation.
2, The paragraph is in favor of

a, forbidding smoking in public places.

b, outlawing the sale of tobacco products.

¢, promoting good health habits.

. d, enforcing strict air-quality controls. ,

3, If a person passes the match teat, he can assume that he

a, must have an examination.

b, . need not worry .abnﬁt lung disease,

¢, is in good physical health,

d, has no obvious lung problems.
4, Underline the topic sentence.

Exercise 2

'Nb single adjective is adequate to describe the size of the blue
whale, and few people realize how it compares with other mammals.
Ey any standard, it is the largest creature known -tu man. To be spe-
citic, one of its fins, called a fluke, would fill .the cargo space of
the average dump truck. Although its skull is the size and weight
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of & car, its brain is only the size of a carburetor. Its heart iz so
Iarge that five strong men would be necded to lift it, while its .skit'l-
could be used as a tarpaulin to cover half a football field. Every
person in Boston could be supplicd with a whaleburger, and a pretty
good one, toc, from the meat of one blue whale. Combine the weig-
hts of 100 horses, 100 dairy cows, and § Indian elephants, and you
would arrive at the weight of one female blue whale. Fortunately
for the whale, its watery environment has protected it from the
extinction suffered by the dinosaur millions of years ago.
-1, Which sentencc best expresses the main idea?
a, Although the blue whale is enormous, its brain is wvery
small. .
b, The meat of the blue whale is one of the tastiest meats
known to man. .
¢, Female blue whales are larger than males.
c.l._ The blue whale is one of nature’s largest and most fascina—
ting wonders. . :
2, The author develops his main idea~-the great size of the” blue
" whale-by: _ :
e, giving the reasons for its emormous growth,
b, using descriptive ad:cctwes.
¢, comparing its size to known ob]ects.
d, defining its watery enwronmcnt.
3. The paragraph could be ._et_xtl_tled
g, A Close Look at’ the Blue Whale.
b, Userul Products from the Blue Whale,
Mammals of the Deep )
d, The Survival of tke Blue_ Wtale.

4, Underline the topic sentence of “the paragraph
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Exercise 3

If you were planning to buy a television set, the following
advertisement would certainly attract your attentlon, “Color TV, only
$79. Two day sale. Hurry.” However, when you go to the store rea—
dy to buy, you may discover that the advertised sc?s wevsold out.
But the -salesman is quick to reassure you that he has another
model, a more reliable set which is ®Just right folr you.” It costs
$350. 'This sales tactic is called “bait and switch.” Buyers are bai-
ted with a sales offer, and tﬁen they are switched to another more
costly item} Buying items on sale requires careful consideration of
the merchandise and the reasons for the sale. '

1. Which sentence best expresses the main idea?

&, The customer must be on his guard when purchasing items

on sale. )
b, Color television sets which sell for $79,00 are sold -out
quickly. . '
<. Many stores use the “bait and switch® tethnique to attrace
customers., ) I
d, Anyone planning to buy & television set ghould look for &
sale. o '
2, The paragraph could be entitled
a, Buyer Beware, ¢, Crime Pays.
}_ Closeout Sale. d, Buying a TV 'Set.
‘s Which of the following supports the main idea?
a, A good lic for its own sake is always plcasing to honest men.
b, You may prove anything by figures.
¢, Words of his tongue can no man trust.
For in his heart there 1s deceitful thought.

d, The creative genius of the salesman is rarely matched on the



stﬁse.
4, Underline the sentence which clearly illustrates the main idea,

Exercise 4

The influence of advertising is felt in every phase of, American
iife. The adve}tiscr made the cisal;ettc synonomous with mascyline
virility and suave sophistication. He gave birth to the muylti-mil-
lion dollar chewing gum industty by promising to double the public's
pleasure and fun. Brand names for toothpastes, soaps, detergents,
and deodorants have, through his efforts, become houschold expres=
sions. Perhaps a publi: service was performed when advertisers were
asked to convince the American p;ublic that it should eat horse mac—
kerel. The advertising industry met this challenge by changing the
horge mackerel’s name to tuna 'Iish.

+1, Which of fhe following expresses the main jdeay

a, Advertising molds public opinion.

b, The American public lacks taste.

¢, The Federal Government should control advertisers.

d, Advertising increases the cost of living.

2, The advertiser is to the consumer as

a_ strategy is to promotion.

b, fish is to water.

c, profit ir to business.

d, suggestion is to action.

3, The authot develops his main idea by

a, demonstrating how brand names become household expfelﬂon!- o

b, giving examples from the advertising warld.
¢, warning the public about certain unfair advertising techni=
ques.

d, demonstrating how advertisers perform a public service.
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4, Underline the key word in the topic sentence.
Exercise §

The days of guesswork and sticky fingers are gone. Conféction-
ers have golved the problem of identifying a choco ate's contents
by shaping letters atop each piece. For example, a “V® 'represents
vanilla, a large °C* chocolate butter cream, a small “O® cordial
cherry, an “OT orange, a “P” pineapple, and an “R® raspbefry cream.
Besides the letter clue, the shape of a chocolate is also an indica-
tion of its contents. Creams are round, caramels square, and nougats
oblong. The ability to interpret a few shapes and markings eniblc_l
the chocolate lover to select his favorites with confidence.

1, The main idea of the paragraph suggests that chocolate markings

a, solve a problem for the candy lover. '

i:. have always been used.

c, are difficult to recognize and interpret.

d, are more reliable than snapes.

2, The main idea also.suggests that
8, cinfectioners atre eager to demonstrate their talents.
b, old-fashiontd chocolates were more attractive than today’s
" chocolates, )
¢, ¢asy identification is important to those who love chocolates.
d, chocolate loversiprefer soft over hard centers. '
3, The author develops the main idea by . .

2, listing an as sertment of the more popular kinds of chocolates.

b, ¢xplaining the coding system used by confectioners. '

¢, solving the problem of chocolate identification.

d, satisfying the demands uflchécolnte lovers.

Underline the topic sentence.
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Exercise §

The Cherokee Indians, who considered themselves the *real peo-
ple,” established their villages along the streams and tivers of what
are now the Carolinas, Georgia, Virginia, and Kentucky, The build-
ing methods used by the Cherokee people reveal a unique- civilizas
tion. The walls of their houses were constructed with large sturdy
posts planted at three-foot intervals. Smaller posts were used to fill
in the intervening spaces. The posts were held in place by twige agd
long grasses interwoven to provide strength and protection. To  insu- '
late against the wind and cold, the woven walls were plastered with
& mixture of. grass and clay. This process also improved the appea-
rance of the house and kept the posts from rotting. Many 'historlans
feel that these building tcl.chniques Ipl.ace the Cherokee at the fore-
fron} of early American Indians, '

1. Which sentence best expresses the main idea? )

a, The Cherokee Indians considered themselves superior.

b, Most Indian tribes built permanent homes. .

¢, The architectural skill of the Cherokee Indians represents sn

advanced civilization. S
d, Today’s his erians are impressed by such advanced buillding
techniques. - *
2, The Cherokee Indians
‘a, were inventive builders.

b, were peaceable hunters.

c. built strong fortifications.

d, built comfortable homes.

3, Which is the best title for the peragraph

a, Eerly American Architects

b, Life among the Chérokees :
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¢, Modern Indian Structures
d, Early Indian Culture
4, Underline the topic sentence.

Exercise 7

Mt. Mckinley's eternal snowcap towers 20,320 feet—the highest
point ‘on the North American continent. Wide valleys, worn by such
- meandering streams as the Kuskokwim and the mighty Yukon, are
filled with unique and colorful plants and animals. Big game hunt-
ing and figshing are unparalieled. Moose, béa_t,‘ Dall sgheep and cari-
bou are plentiful, Arctic grayling, salmon, and spectacular trout
. abound in lakes and rivers. About 95 percent of Alaska is still public
domain, where adventure can be enjoyed on a grand scale. Alaska,
home of the Eskimo, Indian and Aleut, remains untamed. '
1, Which sentence best expresses the main idea?

a, Big game hnnting' and fishing are Alaska’s primary tourist
attractions, o ‘ .

b, ﬁ'raveling through Alaska is difficult since much o it is

untamed, . )

¢, Alaska, a vast wilderness, offers thrilling oppottunities' for.

adventure.

d, Alaska, home of moose, bear, and caribou, is noted for -iu.
_ lakes and rivers. '

2, The paragraph could be entitled

‘a, Migrations of Arctic Animals,

b, Big Game Hunting and Fishing. .

¢, The Umameri Giant.

d, Arctic Explorations.

3. The main idea of the paragraph suggesis that Alaska would
appeal to
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a, thrill seekers. c, tourists.
b, skiers, d, mouptain climbers. '
4. Underline the topic sentence.

2, ¥ & ki ( Making a Judgement )

TFARHWE? XEHABREDFLNREBEHNE
FIZEOERNEN. BFEATEE., BAYNTR—BLE
AR AR, YRBEYXBROBREERTUELRE
CHR— MM R IE R, MWL ARLIELGKE, KARAE
o B, ERHANE, —BEUTEAEE. (1) EHENRFR
BUROEL () RMBHERELHTONEES () fEH Y.

RIRTFHEX:

Pollution is a real concern of many people., They are
alarmed by the poor quality of air and water and bother-
ed by people whe pollute and don’t carec, Concsrned citi-
zens are prepared to fight the battle against pollution
with every legal weapon they can use. A final solution
will only come, howeiver, when more citizens become con -
cerned, ,
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