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PREFACE TO THE CHINESE EDITION

Although on the opposite sides of the earth China
and the United States have much in common. Each
is struggling toward the light of a full-orbed democracy.
If each could profit more than at present by the ex-
periences of the other, the day of world destiocracy
would be hastened. ~

We of the United States are deeply interested in
the Chinese people, their history, and their problems.
An increasing percentage of our people are manifesting
a growing unselfish interest in China. It is also well
that the Chinese are giving earnest consideration to the
social problems which are arising in youthful America,
-and to the contributions to social progress which are
being made in the Western Hemisphere. .

The last few decades have seen such a marvelous
development in means of communication that through-
out the whole world a common consciousness is begin-
ning to arise. The technique for making possible a
. world community of spirit is at hand. The develop-
ment oi 2 world community is hindered chiefly by an
unawakened world consciousness. Education, particu- -
" larly education that is sociologically sound, is under-
mi.ing false racial prejudices and creating an unselfish
aiu widespread interest in a world social order.

Human society which arose out of small local
groups, which became provincial, and then national in
spirit and organization, is now prevented from express-



ing its world unity hy the divisions of the world iato
the Fastern and Western hemispheres. The next main
step in social evolution will be the uniting of the Orien-
tal and Occidental civilizations into a world civiliza-
tion—a precess which will take decades and probably
centuries. Fach of these civilizations possesses pecul-
iarly valuable gifts, which have been produced by the
interactions of peoples and environing conditions.
There is no ultimate reason why these two differing
civilizations may not coalesce and unite in a functioning
whole, or unit, in a same way that the uniting of the
centripetal and centrifugal forces have produced a
uni-verse.

Although of many racial stocks and diverse tradi-
tions the peoples of the world need to study each other.
consistently, not with the idea of making some selfish
gain but in order to be of unselfish help. A world
civilization may well remain diverse in racial composi-
tion while becoming one in culture, in outlook, in
spirit. We of the earth are after all one people. If
the Chinese translation of this /ntroduction to Sociology
helps even slightly to create a more just, harmonious,
and codperative spirit in the world, and especially be-
tween China and the United States, the labors of the
translator, Mr. Chii Shih Ying, will be rewarded.

EMory S. BOGARDUS.

September 1, 1921,
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