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ABSTRACT

Focusing on the period from the late Qing Dynasty to the
early Republic of China, this book discusses the responses of all
circles in modern China to foreign railway loan, and tries to
determine its nature veraciously. At the same time, I will explain
specifically the mutual relations between public opinions on the
issue of foreign railway loan and the policies of the government
on it,

Foreign railway loan in modern China always had a super-
economic characteristic, its meaning beyond the problem of
loaning and repayment of the capital and interests. Modern China
was in a difficult dilemma when dealing with the relation between
borrowing foreign loan and protecting native interests and rights.
Stimulated by the semi-colonial status of China in the world, the
opinions and practices of using foreign capitals often begot
blames, and the idea of refusal to foreign loan generally was the
main trend of public opinion and became more and more popular
with the rising of modern nationalism. But this refusal was not
enough to change the reliance of modern China on foreign railway
loan, and it was definitely true that foreign loan was the main

source of Chinese capital for building railways. In modern China,
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public opinions on foreign railway loan were diversiform and
changeful. So, I need a concept that was much closer to the
characteristic of common mentality to explain and judge this
phenomenon, and “Views on Foreign Railway Loan” is a
right one.

Views on Foreign Railway Loan is the basic understanding of
foreign railway loan, concluding opinions of the functions of
foreign railway loan from aspects of economic development,
native political situation, and relationship between China and
forcign countries, as well as money borrowing, mortgages and
guaranties, purposes and repayment, and some other essentials
of foreign loan, Its meaning is beyond any simple economic and
diplomatic thoughts, but the integrative reflection of economic,
political and diplomatic conceptions. With the meanings and
extensions of Views on Foreign Railway Loan as the main
discussing point, this research tries to outline the basic
developing process of Views on Foreign Railway Loan, and
explore the rich history information of some cases. Thus I can
make a precise summary of the inherent limitations and
conditional factors of Views on Foreign Railway Loan, and
explain why the nation at that time was in a dilemma between
borrowing foreign loan, accepting occidental economic ideas and
protecting rights, dealing with relations home and abroad. From
this point, this book will enrich the understandings of economy,

politics and diplomacy, and some other research realms of the
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nation from the late Qing Dynasty to the early Republic of China.
By studying this influential task of Views on Foreign Railway
Loan, I want to reveal the impact of lowly international status of
modern China on the ideas of utilizing foreign capital, and to
remake a more reasonable theoretical framework and thinking
pattern of explanation for the way of modernization of
undeveloped countries.

This book consists of three main objectives:

Firstly, by examining some concrete cases of foreign railway
loans, it reveals how the modes of loaning for railway building
are searched and applied in modern China.

Secondly, based on the public opinions, this book studies
reviews various responses from those concerned in the cases and
all circles, as well as the basic standpoints of the government and
the public on foreign loan for railway building. Thus it reveals
the true motivation and value tendency hidden behind.

Thirdly, combining the domestic situation with the changing
relationship between China and foreign countries, this book
examines the super-economy meaning of Views on Foreign
Railway Loan for in modern China.

With temporal dimension and according to the characteristics
of different periods, my research mainly discusses several
problems as follows:

1. The Early Form of Views on Foreign Railway Loan in

Modern China. The discusses about the issue of foreign railway



