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ABSTRACT

The history of study of Sanqu is a new concept and a new
subject. The study of Sanqu emerged before the birth of the
study of drama, but the former was enguifed by and reduced
to a mere handmaid of the latter.  This made it a blind spot
in the history of study of the drama and a missing link in the
critical history of the study of poetry as well. Contrary to all
the history books and theses on the study of drama, this book
takes the study on Sanqu including the theory on Sanqu, its
music, regulation , rhythem as well as the branch of its an-
thology etc. — as the only object, on the purpose of exploring
and describing the history , clue , internal stucture and prin-
ciples of the study of Sanqu, the author of the book has gath-
ered all the documents and reference materials available in an
all — around way and sorted out the terminology and proposi-
tion of Sanqu researchers of all dynasties , analyzed their
mode of thinking. It is true that this book is an explanation on
explanations, criticism on criticisms as well as an research on
researches.

The first chapter Introduction , as the outline of the
whole book, based on the difference between the mode of
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thinking and the theoretical pattern, divides the history of
study of Sanqu into the classical and the modern two stages,
and takes Ren Zhongmin’s A Research on Sanqu pullished in
1920s as the demarcation. Furthermore, the first stage
(classical) is divided into 3 periods: the period before Yuan
dynasty, the period during Yuan and Ming dynasties and the
period from the end of Qing dynasty till the beginning of The
Republic of China (1912—1949). This book concentrates on
the classical stage of Yuan and Ming times and takes further
steps to divide the study of Sanqu in Yuan dynasty into “Ini-
tial”, “Climax” and “Ebb” three periods and the study in
Ming dynasty into another three periods: a) the study of San-
qu monopolized by the nobles in the beginning of Ming dy-
nasty, (b) the study of Sanqu made by orthodox school of
poets and writers in the mid — Ming dynasty and (c) the study
of Sanqu made in the late Ming dynasty when free develop-
ments of different forms and styles in the arts came into be-
ing. The book used both the forms of chronicle and biography
to build its own writing structure. First, the critical writers
were introduced in the order of birth successively to form a
clue for history. Then a general survey of the studies of Sanqu -
by dynasty was made to get a complete picture of the issue in
discussion. Last, some important criticses of all stages are
discussed one after another to get the rich connotation of their
academic research and inherent mode of thinking. The author
managed to build a three — dimensioned cognitional structure
in dots, lines and planes so that they can make up for the
losses of each other mutually.
2
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The forming of a new angle of view on the history of the
study of Sanqu has contributed to the discovery of new refer-
ence materials, the new explanation to old reference materi-
als as well as the restoration of hiotory itself. Take some crit-
ics for examples. The full texts of Liu Shizhong and Cao
Jian’s prefaces to Zhang Kejiu’s selected works of Sanqu
have been uncovered for the first time in this book; Yang
Chaoying’ s criticism on Sanqu and Lu Qian’s A History of
Sanqu (Sanqu Shi) and other works have been firstly re-
viewed in this book. Similarly, this book has made some new
discoveries and breakthrough in discussing the nature of the
books On Songs (Chang Lun), The Rhythem in Zhongyuan
(Zhongyuan Yinyun) etc. in the connotation and evolution of
such terminologies as Sanqu, Yuefu, Ciyil, Qingqu, Yer ,
Taoshu etc. and in researching such basic problems as Chen-
Zi, Rupai Sansheng, and Pingfen Yinyang. The essential
task of this book is both to clarify some facts and to discover
principles, it takes authentic proof and distinction as the ulti-
mate aim in order to reach a scientific standard.

This book has won acclaim from some experts in the
same field. The writer’s supervisor and the defence commit-
tee have given their comments on this book, which consider
it “has filled the gaps in the study on the history of theory of
literature and arts in China and has profound , constructive
significance in establishing the modern subject of study of
Sanqu.” They have also said that it “has rendered great ser-
vices to have synthesized the opinions of our predecessors
and is abundant in creative views”, and that “this book is a
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breakthrough and a new development in the field of the study
on Sanqu and has greatly improved the research of the is-
sue.”

In this paper, special emphasis is laid on hard problems
in the study of Sanqu. The author dialogued with the experts
at Sanqu directly. Aiso it is hoped that the experts and
scholars specialized in the history of Chinese classical litera-
ture, the history of Chinese classical music and the modern
phonology and all the other lovers of the study of Sanqu will

acquire a clear and accurate knowledge from this book.
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