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In ¢. 220 B.C., under Qin Shi Huang, sections of earlier fortifica-
tions were joined together to form a united defence system against inva-
sions from the north. Construction continued up to the Ming dynasty
(1368-1644), when the Great Wall became the world’s largest military
structure. Its historic and strategic importance is matched only by its
architectural significance.
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| he Great Wall stretches from the east to the west for 10000 Li, and the
construction project has gone on for over 2000 years. To get some idea of the
splendid sights, tourists climb up precipitous cliffs where ordinary passers-by
rarely set foot in. People can imagine the hardships the ancient builders had
experienced. The imposing graceful bearing, the aesthetic value, and the de-
fensive functions which show the military strategies are all rarely seen in cul-
tural legacies of the world. Being a miracle of the world, it is highly admired
and praised by peoples of all countries.

As early as the reign of Emperor Xuanwang of the Zhou dynasty, cities
were built to ward off the frequent harassing activities of the cavalries of the
northern nomad tribes. In The Book of Poems is the sentence “City is built in
the north™, referring to individual fortresses. Construction projects of the Great
Wall began in the Spring and Autumn/Warring States Period. At that time,
dukes and princes of various states had sections built to carry on wars in con-
tending for hegemony. The first section was built by the State of Chu. Ac-
cording to The Annals by Zuo Qiuming, in 656 B.C., the State of Chu had a
square city built to defend the attacks of Duke Huangong of the State of Qi. It



WA\ k0, B EE
High Summer, Badaling is Covered with Greenness
Cooling off the Air

with Gentle Breeze

S AR L R, s D nligs i S HUERSE . TmEEA s UhIX
(ZF4 TIIFCIR R KRB, IREEE A RS, K huin i i m;
Py L fidentagdbis, MMl kAR, FENX T2 i%‘”
V. FHMERILE T 0K, AR ILE T :WS K,
A A ZEINGE T HE IR E ok, Jeatr R RE T |
SO F . 7ER B R B X R . AR UL LR S
2 FTAILEU KRR T AR b . B AT, EREn B
PRAL N /LUSL/J‘?IUMU\MHJ AEAbRr, PO, AN, ‘

SRR b, ATEMRKE . EagE, AERINIMERERLIL, HERW .
g, A NHARTT A — R IH@HJ“JH zdat, thiF, FAICLECHSFXA )
L AR, IR DS, (AR TR T 2
), T T TS0 BRI, (I HE AR, AR ERIA R
MRS 17, AOUERA 2P ERMER, A FRINERKRE,

7RI IR,

LSS RIP Y op R

2

i



Introduction

was a century before Confucius was born. Soon afterwards, the States of Qi,
Wei, Qin, Zhao, Zhongshan and Yan all had sections of walls built in their
boundaries. After unifying the whole country, Emperor Shihuang of the Qin
dynasty had all the sections in the north linked up. Thus came the “10,000 Li
Great Wall”. A dozen of succeeding dynasties had Great Wall built as well.
The largest project carried out in the Ming dynasty brought about the climax
of the development of the Great Wall, and the unique construction was
completed.

The Ming dynasty had its capital set in Beijing. To protect the Capital
and the imperial ancestral mausoleums, the regime attached importance to the
construction of Great Wall in Beijing Area (referring to the Prefecture of
Shuntian in the Ming dynasty). In the said district, forts and watching towers
were densely and solidly built with brick-and-stone covered surfaces. To the
north of Beijing, precipitous peaks and cliffs tower all around the winding
and rolling Yan Mountains. Both the 2,116-meter WulingMountain in the east
and the 2,303-meter Ling Mountain in the west are several hundred meters
higher than the famous Tai Mountain, which is 1,524 meters high. Great Wall
in Beijing Area meanders in front of these mountains. In strategically located
places, towering passes and forts were built. Qi Jiguang, the famous general,
had said that of all the frontiers, Ji (ancient name of Beijing) was the most
difficult of access. Thus, along the whole length of Great Wall, the section in
Beijing is the most magnificent, most alarmingly dangerous and most solid
one. It is no wonder that tourists throng toward Great Wall in Beijing all the
year round. They are sure to get the best view of the ancient construction
there.

Standing on the Great Wall, people can see spring flowers, autumn moon,
summer clouds, winter snow, the boundless mountains inside and outside of
the Great Wall, and the incessant withering grasses. Whatever comes into the
eyes will make people spontaneously muse over things of the remote past. We
might forget the sounds of flutes and drums and the flashes of swords over the
innumerable ancestors who had engaged in the construction project of Great
Wall through a long period of more than 2,000 years. Their astonishing wisdom,
their unswerving determination and their creativity not only amaze us greatly,
but provide us with much inspirations as well.

The Great Wall is an architecture.

The Great Wall is also the spirit.
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The Long Standing Great Wall




