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Lesson One

TYPES OF GREEN PLANTS

There are thousands of different green plants, You
will have seen lots of them already. They can all be
separated into two main groups.

The first of these groups is called the seed-planis.
All the plants in this group produce seeds. The other
group is called the non-seed plants. These plants do
not produce seeds. A seed coniains a young plant that
is not active. It is said fo be dormani. A seed also
contains a store of food in the seed-leaves.

THE SEED-PLANTS

These plants are very common. They may produce
large, brightly-coloured flowers such as the rose and
the tulip. It is the flowers that make the seeds. Many
of the common trees belong to this group. The flowers
of the horse-chestnut and the cherry are very pretty.
You will have to look carefully to see the flowers of
the oak or sycamore as these are green and quite small.
You may have seen the acorn of the oak or the keys
of the sycamore. These were ail made by the flowers.
The flowers of the grasses are not easily seen either
but you have probably seen their seeds.

Some plants such as the pine tree produce seeds in
cones. The cones are brown and woddy when they fall.
They do not look iike flowers. They ar¢ common on

» 7 &
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the ground under pine trees. The cones may take as
long as three vears to make. When they are very
young they are small and green. When the cone is
ripe it dries out and the valves open. The seeds often
have wings. This is because they are spread by the
wind.
THE NON-SEED PLANTS

The ferns are green plants that have no flowers.
Their leaves look as if they are made of lots of tiny
leaves. Leaves which look like this are called compound
leaves. On the shaded underside of the leaves are smalil
dots. These turn brown in the autumn when they are

Moss plant
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dry. They then release spores. The spores are very
small and light in mass. If they land in a damp place,
they will grow to form a new fern plant,

THE MOSSES

Another type of green plant that makes spores is
the moss. These plants are usually small and grow in
damp places. They are also common in gaps between
paving stones. They make their spores in special little
containers called capsules which are raised on stalks
above the moss plants. When the capsules are ripe the
end breaks open. The very small spores are then car-
ried away on the wind.

THE ALGAE

If you look at a building with an old tile roof you
may see that some of the tiles are no longer red. They
have turned green. This is because lots of tiny single-
celled plants are living there. These plants are called
algae. Many tree trunks are also green. If you rub
your hand on the green you will rub off a damp green
powder. This is algae cells. They usually grow on the
shaded side of the tree trunk. These are some of the
smallest plants that grow on this planet.

The seaweeds are also algae. They grow on the
rocks around the sea-shore. They are much larger than
the algae which grows on tree trunks and some can be
as long as 5 metres. Some of the seaweeds are green.
Many of them are brown and some are red. They are
all really green plahts but in the brown and red ones

L I
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Seaweed

you cannot see the green colour. It is there but it is
masked. They make their food in the same way as all
the other green plants. We can make a table from all
these facts as follows:

1

L I - =T B o}

Plants making seeds from flowers — Flowering
plants \
Plants making seeds from cones — Coniferous plants
Plants making spores on leaves — Ferns

Plants making spores in capsules — Mosses

Plants not making seeds or spores — Algae

— Adapted from A Course in Environmental
Bislegy — Looking ol Life, Stage 2 by
J. A. Cameron (Thomas Nelson and Sons,
Lid, London, 1972}
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NEW WORDS

seed n. FhF

active [“wktiv] o {EEID

dormant ['do:ment] a. IR

rose n. F{H &H; NF

tulip [‘tju:lipl o, fF&F

horse-chestnut
['ho:s'tfesnat] n. MR
(Aeacuius)

cherry ['tferi] n. 2
(Cergsus}

oak n. ¥, £ (Quercus)

sycamore ['sikemu:] #.
FoA i, L, (B R
(Acer pseudoplalanus)

acorn ['eikan] n.
WE, G, B TR

key [ki:] ». @E

grass [gra:s] = SRR FLHE S
HILHEREFTNE)

pine n.

cone n. IRG

valve [veelv] no (A BH

wing =, 3 B

fern n. B, BEAHY,

PHRASES AND

. green plants & H%

2. seed-plants b~ kit

non-seed plants J:FfF %

20

30
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compound ['kompaund] ¢. &

i
shaded ['[eidid] a.
B Ay, TR A
mnderside [andasaid] #.
W, T
spore n. 3§
mass [me=s] o FiE
moss = A, HEHHEH
capsule ['keepsju:l] n.
GERERM) B
stalk [sto:k] u. #H
alga |'wlge] n. (pl. algae}
[wldgi:]) 3
single-celled ['singl-seld)
a. HEHIMERS
cell ». ZEKE
trunk n. BT
seaweed ['siwid] = BE
mask [maisk] »f. %
coniferous [ko'nifares] a.

ARED

EXPRESSIONS



seed-leaf Fp

brightly- coloured flowers 53 884 fy3E
belong to &+

compound leaf 1}

paving stones ifi¥ETi

tile roof 7L g2 T

10. single-celled plants H2F il K%

11. shaded side ¥, 75w

12, flowering plants I fE ¥4

i3. coniferous plants IR LK%, $Hnt 4%

I

NOTES TO THE TEXT

1 You will kave seen lots of them already. (= You have probs-
biy seen lots of them already.)
PR RE Lt AP i B i,
HBIR T ERMNERR” BHOUR T By oET T
B A s o3t BLAE RO BLAEAT A b HE S, MR EENA AR AR —
B MR, R '
He must be there now.
(U8 R4St 210612
He musé have been there vesterday.-
RER LA A,
She may be a doctor.
BAERMELE,

She may have been & doctor.
bl BB S BR A,

This will be the bull yon are looking for, |
XK EROB LA,

The guests will kave arrived by now.

EANIEESAET,
A 18 fr“You may have seen the acorn of the oak or
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the keys of the sycamore, (#7878 RIEIGH A SRR FILH
B0 " 2 O A,

It iz said to be dormant. (= We say that it is dormant,)

EM BT RRR &,

X say M—FRHMESR, BEEREN A ERNAEEES
EREEBEXR AHAREAEE FEAMIBHAF A HIEHE. &
WA AR A B A A, WA TE{E we say it to be dormant
REERMT, BET 5,

They say that he is a good student. (zh)
It is said that he is a good student. {(Hzh)
He is said 1o be a good student. (¥
Ph oL AT,
They say that he has been here before. (F =D
It is said that he has been here before. (¥Ezh)
He is said to kave been here before. (¥kzh)
g uRich B e at L
A seed also coniains a store of food in the seed-leaves.
M- BETFHERESR M,
brightly-coloured 38485
B8 HATAWET S5 iR TR,
1) “Biid + a2k 5rid”
newly-published $HHREN badly-written SHRWEEN
well-known ¥ &) widely-read HE B B
2) “BEII+HIH+ -ed”
white- haired {73 RA broken-hearted =488 57
warm-hearted .0 Bl single-celled Hfmiupg
TEATTRIR S, XREAMOXERE L, FE—— i,
You will have io look carefully to sce the flowers of the oak
or sycamore as these are green and guite small.
GIMTRME TR DR SR BRRVTE, FOVX SRS AN, WaAR

e
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b4

“will have to” S &7hif must & have to M#HER, BEBE
“Y¥paamt, Bl
You will have fo come every day, I'm afraid.
AR KH,
There is no more sugar left. F'm afraid you'll have fo
drink the milk without sugar today.
RBEAET. RFHRSTHGINIRYT .
Some plants such as the pine tree produce seeds in cones.
fobh Z BB AT RTERR E,
The cones may take as long as three years to make,
WA REWESEZATRBRK,
Their leaves look as if they are made of lots of tiny leaves.
LA R &L EFeEHRIT 2N IR,
as if BF 3| R A4 3hial A B AR LS A, (7B IR M1l p, B3
£1¢ looks as if 1 seems as if FR{LEMEFRIER. Hane
It looks as if 1t is going to rain.
EHFKETH,
It seems as if she is wovking hard at her English.
BT IRE T,
On the shaded underside of the feaves are small dots.
WmmE LA £,
L —- Ty EeE 4, LIS small dots, AT LF CBRER. B
5 =4 @YX AR ST i
1f they land in a damp place, they will grow te form a new
fern plant.
T PR AR Ty, SRR SRR,
They make their spores in special little containers called cap-
sules which are raised on stalks above the moss plants.
LR 7L B TR A B M A 2, RSRICRE RS
Fita4th z |,
If you rub your hand on the green you will rub off a damp

g »




green powder.
HrgE-Fo+ LG AGHIREBT - RRENS AR K,

§7 These are some of the smallest plants that grow on this planet.
2B e R ER 10 R — S B A

this planet Hi#Z “W{BEPMITR", H R,

67 We can make a table from all these facts as follows:
Lif & R R SR A Bl R

EXERCISES

I. Maitch the following words with their proper definitions:

1. seed-plants a.
2. dormant b.
3. non-seed plants c.
4. gap d.
5. seaweed e.
6. underside f.
7. Breen g-
8. ripe h.
9. release i.
10. compound leaf Jje
11. mosses k.
12. ferns

13. light m.
14, buildings n.

plants that do not proeduce sceds
plants making spores in capsules
planis that produce seeds

the colour of growing grass

a leaf consisting of two or more leaf-
lets on the same leafstaik

fully developed

houses. schools, factories or other
structures

plants making spores on leaves

a break; an opening

any sez plant; any alga growing in
the sea

altow to go: set free

rot having much weight

living but not actively growing

the side that is underneath

1. Insert the two words into their proper places:

I.

Mosses can be found gaps the paving stones,

a) in

b) between

2. Seaweeds make their food the same way all the other green

« 9 .



