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Preface

Information industry has undergone a tremendous develop-
ment since the invention of the first computer in the United
States in 1946. As we embark on the 1990s,this information rev-
olution wave ,which is characterized by the construction of the
Global Information Superhighway Network, will fundamentally
change people’s way of life and manufacture, in addition to cre-
ating great society resources.

Experiencing great innovation in science and technology ,the
world is heading towards an information age. The information
wave has become a powerful accelerator in developing society and
national economy at an unprecedented speed. In modern socicty,
information is a vital resource and a top priority. The earth will
be like an intelligent brain,through which people in every corner
of the world can obtain information and conduct live communica-
tion.-

Now ,the heated topic of Information Superhighway lasts for
a long time in all the world ,indicating that all the world hopes to

embrace the critical opportunity in the turn of the century to ac-



Preface 5

celerate the construction of the national information infrastruc-
ture and catch up with thc developed countries. Information Su-
perhighway is to utilize comprehensively communication, infor-
mation network and multimedia technology to send multimedia
information such as written langages. sounds. graphs, images,
ete. , to offices. companies, insitutes, schools, hospitals, families
through the user telephone.computer. telerision and telephoto-
graphy ,throngh woldwide optical fibers and satellite communica-
tion network and through the combination,extension and expan-
sion of communication, computer, cable television network. It is
just like constructing a superhighway for the vast varied informa-
tion of the world. so that people,whenever they are and wherev-
er it is,can transmit information and contact each other over long
distances twenty-four hours a day. Once in the network,there is
no longer the restriction of time and space. All you want to know
and all you want to do can be done at home. Accordingly,
people’s way of working,living and learning and the appearance
of society will also be drastically changed. Information Super-
highway will become a focus in the competition for world power
in the next century. On top of that, Information Superhighway
will be the most precious gift we present to the 21st century!
Unlike books of this kind,crammed with technical terms and
mathematics formulas, my book aims at introducing to readers
the knowledge of Information Superhighway in a simple and suc-
cinct language. After reading this book,in addition to having a
good understanding of the concept of Information Superhighway
and a more far-sighted and practical view ,readers will be capable

of employing a more scientific and down-to-earth strategy in de-
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cision-making. It is a book designed to give to cadres,managers
and technicians a good command of information literature which
is needed to suceessfully solve most Information Superhigyhway
and market problems.

Finally, I would like to thank the many people who have
provided useful help,although the list is far too long to acknowl-
edge everyone here by name. I am especially grateful to Wang Xi-
ading . Zhang Wenbiao. Lin Qiang.Gan Zixian, Su Yixiang. Cao
Hongyan, Zhang Jinjing,Lin Zaiming and Hao Huiwen, without
their exceptional help,this book might never have been finished.

I welcome comments and criticism of the work, especially

suggestions for improvements in future editions.
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