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Brief Introduction

Shanghai modern architectures are precious mas-
terworks in the collection of world architectural arts.
By introducing modem publics in Shanghai, this book
demonstratesd their designing charateristics and
artistic styles. Meanwhile, it articulates Shanghai’s
profound traditions through exploring the history of
the buildings and anecdotes of their former residents,
hence enables our readers to learn more about the
city of Shanghai and love it more. In concisce and
vivid language with many pictures of the buildings,

and English introductions for some parts, the book pro-

vides enjoyable readings for Chinese and foriengers a-
like, especially the young people.
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The coming Expo 2010 will draw the attention of the
wolrd to the city of Shanghai.It's a great mission for us educators
to introduce to the world the history and nowdays of Shanghai.

“Architect is the epic of stone”, said a famous
philospher.In human history, especially before the scientific age,
only architecture faithfully records the changing history,reflects
the developing society,and spreads the power of science and
technologies.

During the 1920s and 30s,Shanghai saw an unprecedented
upsurge of unburn development, as a result of the city’s superior
natural and cultural enviroment, along with the rich culture
formed through generations of communicating and merging
between the eastern and western philosophies, as well as the
northern and sounthern regional customs.Especially in the field
of public buildings, there are a great deal of invaluable cultural
legacy.Today, there is no other city in the world,where you can
find snch a great number of stylish and highly technical
contemporary architects as the building at the bound.The
purpose of compiling the book entitled Interesting Old
Houses:Shanghai modern public buildings history,is to introduce
to the readers the essence of the modern architectures in



Shanghai,while helping them discover the underlying theme
and meanings of shanghai’s architectural heritage, and develop
the architecture design now in Shanghai.

Each excellent mordern building in Shanghai has its own
stories, which reflects the history of Shanghai and even the
China.During their construction, maintenace and protection,
many of the buildings have close connections with shanghai's
cultural and economic development.Therefore another purpose
of this book is to help our readers know more about Shanghai
and Chinese modern history.

The book as the third part of series entitled Toward Expo
2010 The architectural culture series.Extensive positive
feedbooks are received on the first two volumes of the series.So

we believe this book will be welcomed and appreciated by our

readers too.

Guo Chao
23/9/2004
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