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Guide to Xi’an of the *Serial Guidebooks to Tourist Attractions in Chi-
na” will soon be brought to readers in dual version of English and Chi-
nese. For this, I feel very pleased not only because of that Xi'an is
one of the seven ancient cities and one of the spotlights in the tourism
industry in China but rather due to that it has given me a chance to
fulfill my long-cherished wish, to offer in some small way my contribu-
tion to the tourism industry and its development in China.

As a tourist worker I have worked for almost thirty years in China
International Travel Service Head Office, the leading travel agency and
a large one in China. In the meantime, I ofien saw that the reference
materials about China in the hands of foreign tourists were written and
compiled by foreigners whenever I took groups from alien lands a-
round. At the moment something indescribable always nagged at my
heart, a sense of pride or inferiority I couldn’t tell for certain. But also
at that moment an idea began to loom large in me; Can the Chinese do
their own travel materials as have done the foreigners? Sure they can.
Since the Chinese nation is a great nation in the world, and their pre-
decessors have already created a bright and brilliant civilization of over
5,000 years in the past their successors are sure to surge forward along
the road already traversed by their forerunners. I, as a tiny drop in the
great ocean of the Chinese nation, am at the declining years though,
vet I, an old steed by the manger still bearing a lofty aspiration, would
like to offer what I have piled up in my life-long work to the develop-
ment of travel industry in China, thereby paying off in such a small
way what I owe 1o it as a very tiny grass on the vast soil of China.

It was intrigued by this idea that I began to compile the book and
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put it into English a few years ago. And whenever 1 met some difficul-
ties in the course of compilation the aforesaid idea offered me a motive
force, urging me to carry it forward to the finish. A proverb goes like
this “where there is a will there’s a way.” In the forthcoming book,
Guide to Xi’an of the “Serial Guidebooks to Tourist Attractions in Chi-
na” in the form of questions and answers has dealt with the geograph-
ical location, history of the city, museums, historical and cultural
sites and other key scenic attractions, giving them all a relevantly ex-
quisite explanation and interpretation. And I believe that this book will
be the one integrating plenty of knowledge and things interesting into
one whole, and it is also a book quite readable for visitors at home and
from abroad coming to Xian for visit. Meanwhile, this book will do
some good to those colleagues of mine who are now engaged in tourism
or serve as reference to interpreters and tour-guides working in the
forefront of China’s tourism industry.

Now under the great support of China Travel & Tourism Press the
book Guide to Xi'an of the “Serial Guidebooks to Tourist Attractions in
China” is about to see the light. By taking the chance I would like to
make it clear that part of the source materials for this book were re-
ferred to the travel references formerly compiled in Chinese by the
CITS Head Office, which I pieced together and put into English. So I
would like to express my sincere and heartfelt thanks to those col-
leagues Zhao Feng, Qiu Haiyan, Xia Ling, Liang Xin and Chen
Qiaoying who have made great efforts in the compilation of the refer-

ence material in Chinese.

Author
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EETHRGEA  SYnopsis of Xian ity -« w-wswseeseresmsmesnnes 8

s FAT4L? “R PR BT E? g
Where lies the Xi’an Municipality? Whence came the

name of Guanzhong Region?
BETHERRAEXR? Avd )7 AP FTE R

AT B B2 e e 8
How large is the total area of Xi’an Municipality? And

what’s the total population? How large an area does

the city proper cover and what is the population

inside the city? »
T G AT A AEIRAE [ L P oorerrerr et nrree s et e 9
How many districts and counties are under the

administration of the Xi’an Municipality?
BRGFRGELSV? FH AR BEELS S e 5
How is the elevation of the Xi’an City? What is the

annually average temperature and precipitation?
W TG ARG AT AT HE B2 oo s 10
What is the special feature of the layout in the surrounding

areas of the Xi'an City?
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Serial Guidebooks to Tourist Attractions in China

LA Guide to Xi'an

R FUE . FAAH LT T L EREAT roieemnne 10
What is the City Flower and the City Tree that

represents the Xi'an City? What forms the City

Emblem of the Xi'an City?
Why is Xi'an considered as a historical and cultural

treasure house in China?
How many major categories do the historical and

cultural sites and relics in Xi’an and its

surrounding areas fall into?
5 3 %‘-ﬂrs SEIR M RE? e 12
What are the ruined cities in Xi'an?
What are the dynasties that ever established the capital

in Xi'an? And how many years in all did these

dynasties last?
BEMATRAEKE"? HEEAALHALITH

B 1 I 13
From when was the city of Xi’an called “Chang’an"?

And when did the name of “Xi'an” begin

to be used?
What are the “Eight Scenic Attractions in Guanzhong”

referred to? What is there to say about them?
TR “BE L 7 BB77 v e e e 15
What is the “Afterglow over the Lishan Mountain”?
IR A — F Ui ME? e 17
Could you brief us something about Drinking Bout with

cups floating along Qujiang Pool?
PR BAH A LA BT 18
Is there anything to say about Sounding the Morn-Bell

at the Wild Goose Pagoda?
“téiﬁi’",{%j?’*‘*{-}l? ...................................................... 21
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Does the Snow-clad Peak of Mt. Taibai look very

magnificent?
“&Fa#;}i"i@}/ E’J*? ............................................................ 24
What is that Ancient Ferry at Xianyang really about?
%—]‘—“_ﬁ_&{‘;‘*"ﬁ,ﬂ— AEDLPE 7 e i e 26
Is there any tale to tell about the Immortal’s Palm Peak of

Mt. Huashan?
“j_imx"é@*&iﬂ-z? ...................................................... 28
What’s that Hazy Mist Spiraling over the Thatched

(Chaotang) Monastery?
X T B ECEH A LA L oo e 29
What does the Flying Willow Catkins at the Ba Bridge

really signify?
B & B RW TS G Bk $ S

A EEE BT e e 31
When was the existing city wall of Xi’an built?

What is its circumference? And how large

an area does it cover?
CEREERRMHANBRE AT AMELATHT? onenenees 31
When did the Xi’an Incident take place? And how

many memorial sites related to it are

there in Xi’an?
HREEM X~ TPHELEL —BHELLGHADGT? oeommemns 32
Could you say something in brief about Huashan, the

Western Sacred Mountain, one of the Five Sacred

Mountains in China?
ik HE—TF BEAFER AR KIFE? e 33
Could you tell us something about the imitated ancient

ceremony for welcoming guests into the

city of Xi'an?
AR —BLRLMEBBT RS R H A E L DEDL? ooeemee 35
Could you say something about the tour by electric

powered mini—~abs on the ancient city

walls of Xi’an?
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How about the present situation of the Ancient City
Wall of Xi’an?

What are the major scenic attractions and historical sites
in Xi’an?

7 22 ) & A 77 Cultural and Historical Sites

What are the main Buddhist temples in Xi’an region that

can be visited by tourists?

When was Daci‘ensi built? Why was it called Daci’ensi?
BFAHTRAEXBTR? REFXBTB/AGHBIS

Why is there always a “Daxiongbaodian” in every Buddhist
temple? What are the statues seated in the hall here
in the Temple of Great Benefaction?

When and why was the Big Wild Goose Pagoda built?

Do you know something about “having one’s name
carved on the Big Wild Goose Pagoda”?

KEBFHETTH? 427 KBEFT7 e

ﬂiﬁ-z{*v .....................................................................

“RBB"Z B REAEREY? v s
Whence came the name of the Big Wild Goose Pagoda’
By T Y W T P R PP 2 SR
What are the two stone tablets erected on both sides at the
bottom southern gate of the Big Wild Goose Pagoda?
TR I THABEER? FEJE BT AT cooomeremrear e
What Buddhist Sect did Xuan Zhuang set up? Where was
he buried after his passing away?
i doill “FRIBFE BT AGAE BB e
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Can you say something in brief about Monk :'
Xuan Zhuang? \
iR — TR F AL F AT BT o 47 E
Please say something about the specialty of the location '
of the Small Wild Goose Pagoda? i
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Whence came the name of Jianfu Monastery? E
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How large a size was the Jianfu Monastery at that time? E
And what’s the relationship between the monastery and |
the Small Wild Goose Pagoda in nowadays? E
NSRS A I F B R H AT e 48 |
Please say something about the history of the Small Wild i
Goose Pagoda? f
NFREE G EE M EFED oo e e 49 :1
What does the structure of the Small Wild Goose Pagoda N
look like? .
SREEBF T 8V RBEGEIR? i 50 )
How many times of earthquakes has the Small Wild Goose a
Pagoda suffered up to now? H
Bt RS 8 DRI B L EAET? e 50 E
How does the Small Wild Goose Pagoda look like after H
being repaired? E
To which famous monk of the Tang Dynasty is the Small E
Wild Goose Pagoda related? '
U AR A IR B FTARD e 51 ':
What contributions did the famous Monk Yi Jing make? ,
FRERETTE? REMH—FTFI? e 52 ‘:
When was the Qinglong (Blue Dragon) Temple built? !
And what sort of a temple was ir? E

i

'
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E How does the Blue Dragon Temple look like at the

E present moment?

A ZHEAF A BB LT AR FZL T oo 55
i Why is the Blue Dragon Temple considered the one for

' the cultural exchanges between the two countries of

X Japan and China?

BB AR R AN, B W s 5 T = A

X EAALARE? i e e 55
E Friendly exchanges between China and Japan were very

' frequent during the Tang Dynasty. And in whose

E memory were the three tablets erected for three

' Japanese in Xi’an?

i K EFAITRAF LGB F? . § 7
i Why did the Daxingshan Temple become a famous temple?

PR RN AEE? TEMAR? aﬁ#%‘TM#‘”L*H

' ,&]‘]—,}-Hj_}_’fﬂﬁ;&i%? ceseareesereiainias ceeee §7
i What does that “Famen” mean? Which county is the

E Famen Temple located? What attractions can visitors

: see there? And what are the cultural relics excavated

E from the temple?
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Could you give us a briefing about the Great Mosque?

HBL— B TR M ILEF L7 e 6]

Could you brief us something about the Bell Tower?

WA — T M A HE DLAF 7 e 62

Could you brief us something about the Drum Tower?
Eﬁftg‘m&mﬂ ............................................................................. 63

‘Ancient Palaces & Ruins

! /3"*1!311‘. *9{’“113]}. KeAETHE A, 7"13":"“111.11’.%1%
| Whlch dynasties do the ruins of E’fang Palace, Weiyang

I'I Palace, I>2aming Palace and Xingqing Palace

' respectively belong to? And under which

1

district administration are they?
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How did Li Shimin, the 2" emperor of the Tang Dynasty

come to the throne?
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What's that “Reign of Zhenguan” about?

And what are the main contents of it?
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When was the Daming Palace of the Tang Dynasty built?
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When are the ruins discovered in the Huaqing Palace of the

Tang Dynasty? And what are the ruins that have been

excavated now?

Can you say something about the evolution of the

Huaqing Hot Spring in history?
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‘Whence came the name of the Lishan Mountain?

‘What scenic attractions are there around the

“Lishan Mountain” area?
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‘What are the scenic attractions inside the Huaqing Palace

compound that had things to do with Emperor

Xuanzong of the Tang Dynasty and his Imperial

Consort Yang Yuhuan?
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Do you know the love-stories between Emperor Xuanzong and

his Imperial Consort Yang of the Tang Dynasty?

LAY RRSAMEST WA AR REA ST e 77
What kinds of minerals does the hot spring at Lishan contain?

And what sorts of diseases are they good for?
“5#-/*;@4"4’%%—‘&}*%5“&%¥i”%—*? D N 4
Which is the building in the Huaqing Hot Spring, that has

something to do with the “Xi'an Incident”?
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What is that “Xi’an Incident” actually about?
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How does the “Remonstration Arbor by Armed Forces

come about?
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Major Museums in Xian
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How large an area does the Mausoleum of the First
Emperor of Qin cover?

hioif B4t F oA R A ZAEG?

Do you know how it looks like inside the tomb-cavity of

the First Emperor of Qin?

E Y Rl L Y R DL L By L R

How does the Mausoleum of the First Emperor of Qin
Dynasty look like so far as the layout as a
whole is concerned?
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How high is the original and existing grave mound of the
Tomb of the First Qin Emperor? And where does the

earth come from?
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How were the Qin Terra—cotta Warriors and Horses
discovered? When was the Terra—cotta Museum
built and completed?

PN RS T SRS & SN T SR

How was the “Qin Terra—cotta Warriors and Horses” reputed
as the “Eighth Wonder of the World”?
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Is it that the terra—cotta figures came into appearance in the

reigning period of Emperor Qinshihuang?
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What is the respective size of the three pits for the Qin
Terra—cotta Warriors and Horses?
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When were the pits for the Qin Terra-cotta Warriors and

Horses constructed?
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What is the array of an army? How was the array of the
Qin Terra-cotta Army formed?
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