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Chapter 1 A Remembered Island (1)

Among the many hallowed places, Mecca is one of solemnness and holiness of Muslims. On an adopted day when
pilgrims,  travel-worn and weary, gather from far and near and prostrate themselves before the prophet Mohammed,
looking through the vast crowd, you will be shocked. You feel something, like tide, rising from the earth core, surging
and approaching.  This ix the power of faith, the one that we also find today in Meizhou Island on the coast of
Fujian. The Ancestral Temple here is the Holy Place for Mazu believers all over the world. The incessant incense
burning in the island represents their various emotions.

——— Excerpted from The Handwritten Note

Chapter 2 A Deified Woman (51)

She was originally a common woman, brave, clever, benevalent and filial to her parents. It is her such virtues that
dispel our conventional concept of time and render her life immortal.  And it glisters when she is worshiped on the
altar. The light she held for those in danger on the sea lit up hope in fishermen and merchants. I is a legend. But
eyes full of hope illuminate her light. And when all of them look into the same direction, there rises the goddess-

——— Exeerpted from The Handwritten Note

Chapter 3 A Brilliant [mage (113)

All deities are human, but in a different sense. The coming-into—being of our deities could not justify itself
though. it follows a logical train of thought. Mazu is not only The Goddess, The Goddess of Sea and The Goddess of
War. but also The Fairy, The Holy Lady, The Heavenly Concubine and The Heavenly Empress. All that entitled by
the emperors demonstrate her humanity. She could not be parted with earthly homage. just as clouds with water and
oceans with land--+

—-— Excerpted from The Handwritten Note

Chapter 4 A Spiritual Link (157)

The word  “ Where the boats go, there follows Mazu” portrays the spreading of early Mazu belief. And Zhuang
Junyuan, a poet of the Qing Dynasty, pictured the broadness of the belief as “ Nowhere now on and by the sea, that
does not bum respectful incense”.  Simple and short the sentence is, it illusirates a certain hardship, bilerness,
gratefulness and reverence.  Something in my heart spreads out like mist hefore condenses and coagulates. Mazu is a
god. but she is one that comes from our homeland. Who would say what the believers worship every day in the shrine
is not their emotion? Perhaps whorshiped also are the craftsmen that invented the deck and sail--

——— lixcerpted from The Handwritten Note
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Chapter 1 A Remembered Island

~ Among the many hallowed places, Mecca is one

of solemnness and holiness of Muslims. On an
adopted day when pilgrims, travel -worn and
weary, gather from far and near and prostrate
themselves before the prophet Mohammed, looking
through the vast crowd, you will be shocked. You
feel something, like tide, rising from the earth
core, surging and approaching. This is the power
of faith, the one that we also find today in
Meizhou Island on the coast of Fujian.  The
Ancestral Temple here is the Holy Place for
Mazu believers all over the world. The incessant
incense burning in the island represents their
various emotions.

——— Excerpted from The Handwritten Note
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On the 23rd day of the third lunar month, the Mazu in Xiaozuo of Huian
goes back to the Ancestral Temple in Meizhou to offer incense.
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S h NG, 1SR T —Fbid AT HHNS R Mysterious and imposing is the tour along the shore
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ummit of the island.
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Looked from the sea, Mazu is far but firm.
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Gleaming in the mist, the is




