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EDITOR’S NOTE

The so-called Yalte Agreement which was reached omn
February 11, 1945 and made public February 11, 1946, exactly
one year after, has given rise to comments and reactions
from all circles. The most authoritative and therefore most
representative of the reactions on the part of the Chinese 13
from the Foreign Office Information Chief, Mr. Ho Feng-shan
who said in a press conference held on February 20, 1946:

“As China i3 not a party, she was and is not bound by it
in this connection, but the Sino-Soviet Agreement of August,
1945% is binding on both Russia and China.”

An Associated Press news despatch of February 13 from
San Froncisco carried the events from the day the agreement
was reached leading um to its publication and added the two
questions that remain unanswered. We take the liberty to repro-
duce the story in full : '

The story of the yearly Yalta agreement which gives
Russia the Kurile Islands still isn’t complete.

Here is the record compiled from the Associated Press file.

The agreement was reached on February 11, 1944 during
the last day of Yalta talks involving President Franklin
Roosevelt, Premier Joseph -Stalin and Prime Minister Winston
Churchill. Under it Russia agreed conditionally to enter the
war against Japan.

Russia entered the war presumably on schedule on August 9.

The Red Army conquered the Kuriles, southern Sakhalin
northern Korea and Manchuria. Stalin in his V-J Day broad-
east told the Russian people the Soviet Union would regain
southern Sakhalin and the Kuriles, lost to Japan in the war
in 1904. )

On September 4, 1945 Secretary of State James F. Byrnes
told newsmen that the United States was not opposed to the
position of Russia on the Kuriles and southern Sakhalin—
although he said the matter would have to be settled defi-
nitely some time in the futwre.

There followed then a silence which lasted until early 1946
when Japanese reports from the Kuriles and Sakhalin said
that Russian occupation troops brought in their families and
otherwise seemed to contemplate permanent occupation. Wa-
»shington officials said the same thing.

Ses under separate cover,



On Jonuury 22 Under-Scoretory of State Dean Acheson
said he understood the Russian occupation was only temporary
wheve upon the Tass, official Soviet news agency, announced
on Jan. 25 that it had been authorized to disclose that the Yalta
agreement “clearly set out” that after the war was over the
Kuriles would be handed over to Russia and that southern
Sakhalin and its adjacent islands would be returned.

On Jan. 29 Secretary Byrnes in answering mnewsmen’s
questions disclosed that he had mo knowledge before the sur-
render although, he said, the military chiefs of stafi’ had full
knowledge of it at the time America(?) éntered the war. He
pointed out the impossibility of announcing it before Russia
entered the war and said he saw no reason why the agreement
should not be published now.

But the State Department. said that Britain and Russie
would have to be consulted about it. It was published the
other day revealing the agreement promising Russia not only
the Kuriles and Sakhalin but rights in Manchuria which in the
meantime had been formalized throngh a treaty with China.

Now the Russia newspaper Izvestia says the publication
should convince the world “once again with what scrupples and
accuracy the USSE fulfills her treaties and agreements”.

Two questions remain ununswered: First what part Ame-
rican and or British diplomacy had in making the necessarg
ayrungements with China? Second, why n8gotiation with Bri-
tain and Russia on publication were not made sooner?
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