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Foreword for President Lai’s book

I've always admired individuals behind large corporation success.
Aristote Onassis. Coca Cola's John Pemberton. L'Oreal's Eugene
Schueller. Most of them started just like million of other entrepreneurs:
so what secret recipe makes only a few self-made men become so suc-
cessful as to end up ruling empires of outlets, shops or factories(depend-
ing on their specialty)?By revealing his secret in this book, isn't Presi-
dent Lai taking the risk to see an army of new competitors arise and steal
Mentor's success?

I don't believe so. However well written, a book won't bring good en-
trepreneurial fortune to those who don't have it. Neither am I going to
leave my job as general manager of professional products division of
L'Oreal Taiwan to take my own chance after reading it. I don't believe
many self-made men met their destiny by reading a book at all.

So why this book then?

Because entrepreneurial success is seldom a lonely success. It all relies
on the ability of a man to rally others to his cause and enterprise; sharing
the vision, sharing the values, making them universal. That's the secret
behind self-made men's success; they open their success to others.

Over the years, President Lai has not only thrived to build Mentor
Group; he has also strongly contributed to the development of the hair-
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dressing industry in Taiwan. This is the passion that President Lai is
sharing in this book. This is a dream we feel totally in line with at L'Ore-
al. President Lai is now leading his Group to international development.
It is likely that Mentor become a major player in the world of Chinese
hairdressing. I think many readers will feel proud and motivated to join
strengths in such endeavor and form wishes for further success.

June 2004

Vianney Pivet
General Manager

L'Oreal Taiwan Professional Products Division
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