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Introduction

A group of top-grade scholars who keep up with the reform;
A great cross-century epic of transforming China;
A long prosaic interview by a senior reporter;

—This is just the basic framework of this book.

These interviews include more than ten very famous leading economists, such as Wu
Jinglian, Dong Fureng, and some influential people in the circle of management science,
sociology, psychology, public administration study. In the interview by Yang Linlin, a
senior reporter of the Economy Daily, and a columnist of the Linlin’s View, they take the
angle of their personal experience and the study of development course to review incisively
and vividly many great and powerful scenes during the most important and most splendid
25 years in Chinese modern history from the third plenary session of the 11th CPC Central
Committee to the third plenary session of the 16th CPC Central Committee. They also re-
view some importan historical moments in the way from the planned economy to the market
economy, which make our country strong, and many contexts of the important economy
and society transformation. And they review why we put forward greater aim and more sci-
entific view of development after we carry out the world-shaking economy system reform,
which abandoned the idea of centering on the class struggle, while focused on economic
construction.

The interviewees of this book are all influential in their study fields. Some of them
used to act as the president advisor of foreign countries, ( Dong Fureng who passed away
not long ago is an example); some are scholasic officials who drafted out the document of

the CPC central meeting for many times, (such as Gao Shangquan etc. ); some got many




times the Sun Yefang Economics Award, which is called Chinese Nobel Economics
Award, (such as Wu Jinglian, Xiao Zhuoji, Wei Jie and Chen Donggi); some put forth
their unique and right opinions in allusion to the defects in the policy for many times,
which are adopted by the high policy — making body and become new policies, (such as
Wang Jue, Chang Xiuze, Pan Chenglie, Tang Min, Li Qiang, Wang Ming and Liu
Fuhuan etc. ); some come from the Center and South Sea (Zhong Nanhai), and go direct-
ly deep into the economy activity, (Zhong Pengrong is an example); some were invited to
the CCTV to be interviewed during the SARS epic, and played a very important role in
setting at rest the public’ s mind(Zhang Kan is an example) . They either have many
works, or get many awards, or do dozens of job, or are invited to be an advanced advisor
for many provincial and municipal governments and large-scale enterprises. So the height,
depth and extent of their opinions and feelings expressed in the interview are unmatchable
for common scholars.

Another highlight is the interaction of the interviewees and the interviewer. You can
appreciate how the interviewer frequently inspires the interviewees’ thinking by putting
forth the right questions at the right time in the right way, which makes the interview pro-
duce new ideas and dialogue highlight. And you can appreciate the opinions and thinking,
and some interesting stories and incidents, revealed by these scholars in a fit of interest,
which they never expressed before. Among them, there are a lot of scoops, penetrating
judgments, sagacious measures and feasible suggestion, which almost cover every lines of
the book, for example, Wu Jinglian talked about putting forth of the Market Economy ex-
periences what a devious course. Dong Fureng says that in the early 1980s he led some
people to Wenzhou to carry out research and attracted the foreign leaders, who then invit-
ed him. Wang Jue says why he thinks the basic thing for the socialism is to resume the
personal property right of the laborer. Xiao Zhuoji points out the important revelation we
can get from the Marks works. Gao Shangquan reviews how “the combination of the labor
of the laborer and capital is the new realization form of the public ownership of means of
production”  was written into the 15th National Congress of the CPC. Li Qiang, a social-
ist, points out why it is the biggest problem confronting us and need to be solved that the
social policy is yet to benefit most of the people. Wei Jie says affirmatively that the
non-public-owned economy will become a very important part in China. Pan Chenglie

pointed out unreservedly that if we “said nothing but Harvard” , we would never realize




the great revival of China. Chang Xiuze puts forward uniquely why only when the “labor
force” and “management” are also brought into property right, will our “property
system” be more complete. Zhang Kan, a psychologist, thinks that we shouldn’ t take
the “competition” and “the best survive” as only state of our activity, because the

“intimate relationship” and “co-existing” is inseparable for everybody. Wang Ming,
an expert of the public administration study, says that a healthy and complete society can’t
do without the non-governmental organizations. Tang Min analyzes why it is better for the
RMB exchange rate to be stable than to be unstable. Zhong Peng rong points out that the
"administration power” is more powerful than the “property right” . Chen Dongqi takes
measure for the “going out” strategy. He says that what should first “go out” is the o-
verseas investment to get resource. Liu Fuhuan points out incisively why the “enclosure

of land” problem is so difficult to solve.

This book is not restricted to the economy field only, which also connects, reviews
and forecasts many omnibearing pictures of the reform, the critical moment and the bright
future, by talking about the hard, brave and creative exploitation and the achievements of
the scholars in all the important social and economic fields. This involves the rugged way
before and after many important policies are issued. It also involves the effects that the
unprecedented great “transformation” of the economy and society bring to every Chinese

career, life, interest and fate, which will continue.

When reading these interviews, the reader will review and think unconsciously: why
in the 1980s China was determined to  “transform”  the system? What transformation has
we experienced? What need to be transformed now? Why some transformations were suc-
cessful? And what are the deep and superficial reasons that some failed? What are the new
chances and topics that the transformation has hrought, is bringing and will bring us? What
are the contradiction and problems that still exist? What are the new ideas, opinions and
system problems that still need exploiting and solving? What are the fresh idea weapons,
wisdoms and skills that the readers can use for reference to know better about the trans-

forming of China and take chance 1o get new achievement?

This interview is oriented to the future. [t exploits what fields are to be further and




better transformed in the future, after we have transformed greatly and make the world -
shaking progress and development, such as how the local government, city, countryside
each should further transform? How the state enterprise and non-governmental enterprises
further transform? How the scholar, boss worker and farmer worker should transform? How
the bank, interest rate, tax system, the trade strategy both domestic and overseas, prop-
erty right structure and social insurance and medical treatment system further transform?

How the hospital, college and university, agency non-governmental organization further

transform? How all these transformations benefit the civilians best? All these problems

of public attention are covered in these interviews purposively or unconsciously.

So these interviews not only cater for the interest of the experts and scholars in the a-
cademe, but also make the enterprisers, social workers, officials and even the journalists

broaden their minds, for the interesting and beneficial parts for them.

Because of the large amount of information, critical thinking, stronger sense of histo-

ry, high reference value, to some extent, these interviews provide the reader a “senior

counselor” and “advisor expert” with charge free.
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