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Congratulations on the publication of “STAMPS OF OLYMPIC GAMES”

Splendid World Stamps  For

the Glorious Beying Olympiad

He Zeng Liang
September,2002
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PREFACE

Beijing has succeeded in her bid for hosting the Olympic Games!

After missing the clance of hosting the 2000 Olympic Games by two votes,
Beijing, a city with a long history of 3000 years, stood out among the five
applicant cities and obtained the sponsorship of hosting the 29" Olympic Games
in 2008. The holy torch, which symbolizes world peace and friendship will be
lighted six years later for the first time on the land that has cultivated 1.3
billion Chinese people.

When at 10:12 pm. July 13, 2001, Mr Samaranchi, Chairman of
International Olympic Committee announced the news in a calm and steady
voice at the World Trade Center, Moscow, all the Chinese in the world became
excited. They feel happy wholeheartedly and hail jubilantly. For we have been
waiting for the moment to come for a long, long time.

The Olympic Games was originated in Athens, the home place of Western
civilization. On November 25, 1892 when the first meeting of the International
Olympic Committee was held in Paris, the Frenchman Coubertin mentioned in
his famous speech that “what we should restore is a sports meet like this---just
like the ancient Olympic Games, aiming at unity, peace and friendship and

unrestricted by nation, region, race and religion --- He proposed formally
running a modern Olympic Games. His proposal was approved unanimously by
all those present. A decision was made that the first Olympic Games be held in
Athens in 1896, thus opening a new era of modern Olympic Games. At the
closing ceremony of the fourth Olympic Games held in London in 1908,
Coubertin used his motto that “participation in the competition is more important
than winning a medal” and made a more comprehensive explanation of the
principle of fair competition. Afterwards, the motto has been accepted. In the
spirit of “higher, faster and stronger”, athletes from the five continents in the
world have strived hard under the flag of five rings and created new records
continuously.

From the very beginning, the Olympic Games has set up a unbreakable tie with
stamps. When the first Olympic Games was held in 1896, the hosting country Greece,
in order to cover the shortage of financial resources, issued a set of 12 stamps that



took the history of the Olympic Games as the theme. The stamps were sold at
a price higher than the face value. The income was used to support the
Olympic Games. Thus, it became well-known that “sports stamps saved the
Olympic Games”. Since then, besides the hosting country, other countries
followed suit. Up to the present time, more than 200 countries and regions have
issued such stamps.

Mr Samaranchi, ex-Chairman of the International Olympic Games, made
great contributions to the reform and development of the International Olympic
Games during his term of office. Under his proposal, the first exhibition of
Olympic stamps was held. Afterwards, the Olympic Games and stamp exhibition
are held simultaneously and without a stop. The stamp exhibitions enable more
stamp collectors to understand and love the Olympic Games, and the Olympic
spirit to be more deeply-rooted in people’s minds.

We edit and publish this collection of stamps of Olympic Games in order
to carry forward the Olympic spirit, to popularize the knowledge of the Olympic
Games, and to raise the reader’s awareness of the Olympic Games. By the
publication of this collection of stamps, the colorful stamps will become a
picture of time and space and show to the reader the history of the modern
Olympic Games in more than one hundred years. It will welcome the coming of
the splendid gathering of athletes and promote the development of sports stamp
collecting. We sincerely hope that this volume will add to the delicate and
valuable collections of both stamp collectors and sports workers. We also hope
that this collection can promote the development of the sports enterprise of our
country and encourage the Chinese people to compose the most magnificent
chapter in the history of the Olympic Games.

May the Olympic flag of five rings become brighter!

Editor
April 2002, in Fuzhou
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PRINCIPLE OF SELECTION

1.This volume collects 3113 stamps of different sizes. They are the
stamps issued in the period from the first Olympic Games in Athens in
1896 to the Sydney Olympic Games in 2000, and from the 1932 Pulley
Winter Olympic Games to the 2002 Salt Lake Winter Olympic Games.
They were officially issued by 225 hosting and other countries and regions
in memory of the Olympic Games. (All the stamps issued by hosting
countries are included.)

2.This volume is divided into two sections. Section One includes the
stamps issued from the 1% to the 27" summer Olympic Games. Section
Two covers the stamps issued from the 1% to the 19" winter Olympic
Games.

3.The sets of stamps are arranged in the temporal order of the
Olympic Games. The stamps of the hosting country are put at the
beginning, and those of other countries are arranged alphabetically. Stamps
of each country are arranged temporally.

4.When the whole set of stamps includes both the summer and the
winter Olympic Games, each will be put in the corresponding section.

5.Each set of stamps is given the information about the sequential
number of Olympic Games, name of the country, date of issue, version,
perforation, number of stamps, face value, design description, size, and the
quantity of some stamps issued. Explanation is also given to stamps with
water marks or attached tax.

6.Abbreviations are used to refer to different types of stamps: W for
water mark, P for perforation, P[] for no perforation, Q for quantity (ten
thousand per unit), * for both the summer and the winter Olympic Games,
SS for sheets, MS for miniature sheets, and LS for sheetlets.

7.The words in the lower part of each page are “the one-hundred-year
history of the Olympic Games”.

8.All the stamps in this volume are exact reproduction, and are
printed in their original color. Some are reproduced in reduced scales.

9.Except for the description of stamp design, the explanation is made



both in Chinese and English.
10. References include the following:
Scott, Stand and Postage Stamps Catalogue, USA,
Stanley Gibbons, Stamp Catalogue, UK.
Yvertet & Tellier, Catalogue de Timbres - Poste, France.
Olympics, Olympic Encyclopaedia, Dictionary of Sports
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