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BT, WABEARRZLIE. We all have to eat, no matter how busy.
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_ Qin YOUg U O ( Professor,Dean of School of Architecture, Tsinghua University.)

LS S

“Foodscape Beijing” is one of the studio design courses of undergraduate School of Architecture, Tsinghua

University. It is one result of series reforms in our teaching program in recent years.

The School of Architecture in Tsinghua University has its educational objective, insisting on a wide-
range training which covers from city planning, architectural design and landscape design,emphasizing

the combination of the science and art, encouraging the creativity and problem-solving capabilities of
the students.

The school is now switching to a new educational system, under which part of students will get their
master degree after a 6-years’ continuous study. For such an objective, teaching reforms have been
carrying out, especially in the courses of architectural design.

In the third year’s program, we set 4 different design studios in 2003. Four teaching teams were formed
according to the teachers’ specialties and interests. Four different themes and schedules were raised and
fully discussed in the teaching forums of the whole school. After the 4 teaching schemes were explained

in the first class, students could have their free choices in the 4 different studios.

At the same time, the training of the “concept design” was planned to add to the traditional teaching
goals. Students are encouraged to choose their sites, probe on the existing, discover the key problems,
work out the design task themselves, and finding the solutions. In this way, the students were aroused
to be enthusiastic and confident, together with the rationality and creativity.

“Foodscape Beijing” was exactly among the above 4 studios. Frankly speaking, when | first hear the
name of the studio, | was some curious about the final results under such a theme. However, when |
joined in the final review, | was really touched by the students’ works, especially their broad visions,
their serious attitudes, and their rich and colorful designs. Although there are still some defects in the
works, the acuity and imagination are deserved to be appreciated.

The other 3 studios have their own characteristics and were successful too. The educational reforms of
our school are still in the process, we need to summarize what we have done for the future actions. In
this sense, the studio works “Foodscape Beijing” will be helpful.
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— Zhu WenYi ( Professor,Deputy Dean of School of Architecture, Tsinghua University.)
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Tolerance - Choice - Situation
about ” Foodscape Beijing ” Stadio Works

Studio works “Foodscape Beijing” is one of 4 studios of the third grade design courses in the school of Architecture in Tsinghua University.

The course is designed to train students to discern social phenomena from architectural perspective, to express social phenomena in
architectural way and to have teamwork with fellow students.

From the submitted works, I'm first impressed by the tolerance of the topics. Based on the design topics provided by teachers, students
deducted them logically by themselves so that complicated social problems are simplified and abstracted logically and finally presented
in a way that is in accordance with the knowledge structure and experience of students. “Tolerant” design topics contribute a lot to this

aspect. The “Foodscape Beijing” faculty advisor led by Shan Jun and Zhang Yue made wise effort to achieve this result.

Secondly, grade three, which is a connecting period between the previous and the following 6-year design courses, is a crucial period for
students to digest the design concepts, grasp design techniques and choose the specialization of future development. In a word, “choice”
should be emphasized in the teaching of the grade three. From the teaching of the whole grade, teaching plans provide students with
studios of Architectural design, Urban design, Landscape design, Protective design and so on. The architectural design studio specializa-
tion is including the multiple choices of concerning industrial products, ecological and social problems. “Foodscape Beijing” is one
choice in this specialization. From it, | can see that beneath the high enthusiasm for design are the students’ unconstraint interests. In
the process of learning, students made choices subliminally. Some display a stronger architectural ability, some are interested in macro
problems, some are fascinated by the details of design, some naturally turn out to be the facilitators, and some like to be alone, some
exhibit acute ability to discern social problems, some are good at oral expression, some are highly interested in pure techniques like
computer assisted design and so on. Despite of the principium of the choices made by the third-year students, which even cannot

foresee the direction of future development, this period offers students an opportunity to make choice which will undoubtedly indicate
the future development in some way.

Thirdly, “Foodscape Beijing” studio is a kind of conceptual design, which shows students a way into the intensively “infectious” design
situation. In this situation, students are like wearing pairs of “architectural glasses”, things smelt and saw are especially architectural.
They have high design enthusiasm which generate abundant and various productions. in the final review of students’ works, | could feel
students’ inward pursuits for knowledge and the mutual inductance between students, faculty advisor and judges experts on some
impulsive points in the designs. This requires the advising faculty, in one way, to try to build a design circumstance and, in another, to

strictly control this circumstance lest it go astray. In works of "Eating Stories of Beijing”, skilled teaching techniques of the facuity
advisor are prominent.

Studio, a way of teaching, is prevalent in the teaching of Architectural Design, graduate design courses abroad. In Tsinghua, combined
with the 6-year educational system reformation, we are carrying out a variety of attempts in studios teaching and trying to explore a
teaching mode that fits the situation of Tsinghua University. “Foodscape Beijing” represents a nice production in this exploration. As
the Deputy Dean in charge of teaching in the School of Architecture, | hope that the publishing of “Foodscape Beijing” —the students’

works— will enrich the styles of design courses and boost the course reformation. At the same time, | hope that teachers would sum up

lessons and experience and make progress,
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Foodscape Beiling - Course Introduction
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Theme

—

Beijing as an Urban Context

Beijing is unique in the world.

This uniqueness is not only for its profound culture and history, but also for that the coming
2008 Olympic Games has brought the city remarkable changes, which is making Beijing the
biggest construction site in the world.

The rapid expansion of the city built area and the carrying out of many large architectural
projects, has drawn a world-wide attention onto this changing city. Beijjing has been a

spectacle in contemporary world city development.

Beijing is unique to those who live here too.

Compared with New York, Paris, Tokyo, Cairo or even Shanghai and Guangzhou, Beijing
exists not only in our historical memories, but also in our contemporary daily life.
Just as Feillini’s “Roma” for Rome, W.Alen’s “New York Stories and Jane Jacobs” “The

Death and Life of Great American Cities” for New York, for Beijing, we have the passion to
tell the stories of her.
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Theme

Foodscape

Eating is a basic necessity. Eating places appear with the highest frequencies in our urban
space. The patterns of such places deeply affect the environmental quality of the city, and

further, will have huge impacts on the lifestyle of the people live in.

Therefore, under the situation that the academia and the mass-medias are ardently
discussing on new Beijing landmark buildings, our studio works contrarily focus on “the

stories of eating and its urban context”, which is also called “Foodscape”.

Compared with the elaborate design of those large urban projects, those eating places in
Beijing are always self-grown, rough and short-spanned. They seem to be isolated from the
urban planning and regulations, and are almost ignored by Chinese architectural academia.

However, they show the essence of city lives most directly and vividly.

The theme of the studio, “Foodscape Beijing”, is just to show such a humanistic care for

our urban lives, and the process of the studio itself is a wonderful experience of Beijing city.




