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Abstract

It is a comprehensive and systemic study of the national question
in Yugoslavia by the ways of several subjects. “Yugoslavia” that men-
tioned in the book means the terntory of the Socialist Federal Republic
of Yugoslavia (SFRY) from 1945 to 1991.

Yugoslavia is the convergent territory of different civilizations, so
the national question is very important and complex. This book focus
on analyzing the cultural and institutional origins of the national crises
in Yugoeslavia, considering the interaction relationship between the his-
tory and reality, the domestic and international factors, trying to an-
swer these questions: 1) Why did the nationalism become the persis-
tent factor menacing and destroying the unity of nations in Yugoslavia?
2) What are the ultimate reasons of the misstep of League of Commu-
nists of Yugoslavia (LCY) dealing with the national question? 3) The
relationship between the national question in Yugoslavia and the inter-
national politics after the Cold War.

The author’s main views are listed following:

The first, the whole Yugoslavia had divided into three parts: the
Catholic Civilization in West Europe, the Orthodox Civilization of the
Slav and the Islamic Civilization of the Turk from the 16th century.
The differentiation and the amalgamation among the nations made the
national culture more complex, inducing the national and feligi‘ous con-
flicts which were of long history and hard to be resolved. It’s the cul-
tural fault zone, the intrinsic cultural origin of the national question
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why it existed for so long time in Yugoslavia.

The second, B. J. Tito lead the Communist Party of Yugoslavia
(CPY) reconstructing Yugoslavia into a united federalism state, with
understanding the situation of Yugoslavia well, especially the national
question. The national question in Yugoslavia became acute during the
period of SFRY, the reason was that on the way of the reform of Yu-
goslavia autonomic socialism, Federalism decentralized excessively,
emphasized absolute equality of the nations, and this “confederaliza-
tion” misplay of institutional leaded the national question in Yugoslavia
to coming out again,

The third, later in the 20th century, Yugoslavia had lost the es-
pecial strategic advantage during the Cold War. Moreover, with the im-
pact from the upheaval of Soviet Union and Fast Europe, her system
occurred profound transformation, together with politics and economy
conjuncture, leading to the state abruption, which caused a series of
conflict and threatened the safety and stabilization of the Balkans and
Europe. In the same time, the great powers and intemnational groups
with their respective interests, intervened the situation in Yugoslavia,
even became mediator to participator and leader. Thus, the national
question in Yugoslavia in 1990s took on internationalization’ s character
and trend, became the prism refracted the complex international rela-
tion and the world system after the Cold War.

The basic structure and contents of the book is as followed:

Part 1 (two chapters): the national question in Yugoslavia before
the middle of the 20th century.

In chapter 1, the book describe the geostrategic, national, reli-
gious, cultural and historical bases on which the national question in




Yugoslavia is formed with regarding Yugoslavia as the convergent terri-
tory of the civilizations. It shows that the national question in Yu-
goslavia is complicated and exists long enough is greatly related to the
fact that Yugoslavia lies in the convergent territory of the Balkan civi-
lizations. Yugoslavia lies in the southem part of European civilization
fault zone in which the Catholic civilization in West Europe, the Ortho-
dox civilization of the Slav and the Islamic civilization of the Turk exist
together. Several nation civilizations mingled and collided, which is
the internal cultural root of the long existence of the nattonal question
in Yugoslavia.

In chapter 2, the book concerns about the nation — identity and
nation — collision of several nations in Yugoslavia from the 16th century

to the end of World War II. With the development of the West powers’ -

intervention in the Balkans, the modem nationalist movement of Yu-
goslavia developed gradually. Though World War I made Yugoslavia
build a united nation state, the great Serbian nationalist in the kingdom
disregard neither those interests of the ethnic groups except the Serbs
nor their requests of federalism which made the national question in
Yugoslavia more acute. During World War II, the Fascists suborned
the ethnic groups to kill each other which greatly strengthened their gulf
and enmity.

Part 2 (four chapters): the relationship between federalism and
the national question in Yugoslavia. '

In chapter 3, the book concerns about the development of the na-
tional question in Yugoslavia before the end of the Cold War. With the
guidance of the national policy “brotherhood and unity” and after Tito

led CPY to obtain the success of the national liberation wat, a miiltina-
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tional untied state was built in the way of federalism. Historical nation-
al contradiction and confliction was also once alleviated. But with the
development of the reform of autonomic socialism, national relationship
in Yugoslavia was in a crisis from the middle of 1960s to the early of
the 1970s. Under the background of the economic crisis in 1980s, the
Albanians tempest in Kosovo remarked that the national question in Yu-
goslavia had sharpened again.

In chapter 4, the book concems about the evolvement of federal-
ism in Yugoslavia and its effect of the national question with the view of
constitutional reform. Federalism as the form of the state structure in
Yugoslavia was at first used by CPY to balance between the state unity
and the region diversity. But federalism in Yugoslavia evolved and at
last got into the trap of “confederalization” . So the collapse of SFRY
was quickened with the imbalance between power — division and
power — centralization.

In chapter 5, the book concemns about the negative influence in
the national question by the evolvement of SFRY’ s economy system.
With the guidance of the theory of elimination of the state economic
function, the economy system showed the abuse of excess power — divi-
sion which not only made the central government lose necessary power
to intervene, but also divided the united market into several isolated
regional economy systems that the economic base on which movements
of economic nationalism and splittism developed was formed.

In chapter 6, the book analyses the error of national theory and
policy. Though it seemed that the national policy was fair, in fact CPY
made absolute national equality and difference. With the guidance of
the wrong idea_“ Yugoslavia begome strong with a. weakling Setbia”,



the leaders of CPY such as Tito carried out the routine of suppressing
Serbia. That error was also indicated by the confusion of concepts of
nation. For example the national group of the Bosnian Muslims were
made artificially. All of these are roots of the national crisis in Yu-
goslavia.

Part 3 (three chapters): the intemationalization of the national
question in Yugoslavia after the Cold War.

In chapter 7, the book concerns about the collapse of SFRY. The
tremendous change of the Soviet Union and East Europe led to political
pluralism. As the central leading part of the united federal state, LCY
was the first to disorganize, then every republic state was replaced and
at last SFRY was disorganized with the movement of national splittism.
Two wars in Slovenia and Croatia broke out. External powers inter-
vened in the crisis in which the main part was the European communi-
ty, especially Germany and Austria.

In chapter 8, the book concemns about the Bosnian War, the first
European large — scale war after the Cold War. The collapse of SFRY
directly resulted in national, religious and territorial conflictions that
together led to the war. Besides wars among three religious and ethnic
groups, the Serbs, the Croats and the Bosnian Muslims) political pow-
ers of Serbia and Croatia extended and U.S, Russia, EC, the Islamic
countries and UN intervened. All of these elements made key affects on
the war and its result.

In chapter 9, the book concems about the Kosovo Crisis and the
Kosovo War. In retrospecting to the contradiction between the Serbs
and the Albanians, the book describes the history of the Kosovo issue.
The Kosovo issue gradually developed into an international crisis from
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domestic national conflict. The Kosovo War, a case of new interven-
tionism war, reflected some information about the international relation
and world system after the Cold War.

In the epilogue, the author explains backgrounds and characters
of the recent national question in the world politics and indicates his
own comprehension about some theories concerned.

The systemic study of the national question in Yugoslavia not only
do help us study the history of the Balkans (include Yugoslavia) and
their situation, the intemnational relations after the Cold War and the
world national questions, but also has an important role in probing into
the road of national solidarity and prosperity during the process of mod-
ernization in a unitary multi — national country. It is also important in
how to solve the national problems validly in the globlization era.
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