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Foreword

Audiology, as a profession, is in its infancy in China. This book represents a major landmark in
the advancement of the field. Unlike the United States where I live and teach, most Chinese hearing
aid dispensers are without formally professional training. The medical doctors must make the appro-
priate referral and/or recommendations for such non — medical management, a role that falls to audiol-
ogists in many other parts of the world. With over 24 million people suffering from hearing loss in a
country of 1. 3 billion inhabitants, the current training efforts are both necessary and commendable.

As a teacher in the first graduate program in this country (China), I feel I have been educated
more than I have educated. Many of my students are long - time ENTSs seeking advanced training in
hearing and hearing aids. Their interest, enthusiasm, and effort have been remarkable; their re-
sources have not. The undertaking represented here is the first in an effort to make necessary infor-
mation available in Chinese, so that students and practitioners have access to current understanding
and issues in such areas as basic acoustics, auditory physiology, audiometric testing, hearing aids,
and aural rehabilitation. Each of these sections contains many details that will be useful to dispens-
ers, directors, technicians, and other related professionals.

I consider myself to be a rehabilitative audiologist. Most of my teaching and research is focused
on hearing aids. That focus should not detract from the bigger picture of our role as audiologists:
Management of non -~ medical hearing problems. As the field of audiology matures in China, more and
more of the rehabilitative management will fall to non - medical professionals. It has been very excit-
ing to watch as the field has become recognized and emphasized in the past five years. Dr. Hua
Zhang, the author of this textbook, and many other leaders should be commended for their insistence
that the best care be provided to all persons with hearing loss. That level of care is only possible if the

training is progressive, intense, and available to all professionals. Enjoy.

Ruth A. Bentler, PhD, CCC- A,
Professor of Audiology
Department of Speech Pathology and Audiology
The University of lowa, USA
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