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Prelude

The Most Ancient
Gods and Goddesses

In Modern English,
chaos means the disordered
mass. In Greek mythology,
Chaos was the formless
primeval emptiness of the u-
niverse before things came
into being. In other words,
Chaos was the primordial
state, 1. e. the onginal void
preceding anything else. Out
of Chaos came Erebus (god
of darkness) and Nyx (god-
dess of nmight). Chaos also
pbore Gaea ( goddess of
earth), and Tartarus (god of
underworld). Later, Uranus
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(god of sky) and Oceanus
(god of ocean) sprang from
Gaea. Uranus’s duty was to
protect his mother Gaea,
however, the two eventually
became a couple and ruled
the world jointly.

Uranus and Gaea had
twelve children known as the
Titans. The father mpns-
oned all his off — spring for
fear that they would perhaps
challenge his authority when
grew up. Gaea, grieved by
the sufferings of her chil-
dren, gave her youngest son
Cronus a sickle, with which
he cut off his father’ s geni-
tals and shut him away in
Tartarus.

Consequently, Cronus
took over his father’s throne
and married his own sister,
Rhea.
Crornus himself became a fa-
ther, and the very same fear
that haunted his father came

As tme went by
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The Most Ancient Gods and Goddesses( A& 22 #)

to torment him as well: he
considered his children as a
He
solved this problem by swal-
lowing them soon after they
were born,

threat to his throne.

However, what goes
around comes around. Once
again the mother decided to
She
managed to save her young-

protect her children.

est child Zeus by offering
Cronus a stone wrapped In
Zeus’ s clothes, which he
took for the infant and swal-
lowed.

Zeus was then brought up
by the nymphs n the i1sland of
Crete. As Zeus entered man-
hood, he got a powerful we-
apon, the thunderbolt,
his grandmother Gaea. He

from

was now very strong, militant
and fearless.

With the help of his
mother, Zeus gained access

to his father and tricked him
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into  swallowing a special
medicine made by Metis,
daughter of Oceanus, and
that medicine caused Cronus
to vomit up the brothers and
sisters of Zeus. With the as-
sistance of his liberated sib-
fings, Zeus succeeded In de-
throning Cronus.

After the overthrow of
Cronus, Zeus drew lots with
his brothers Poseidon and
Hades for the shares of the
world. Zeus won the draw and
became the supreme ruler of
the gods, the lord of the sky.
Poseidon’ s prize was the sea,
therefore the lord of the sea.
Hades had the worst draw and
was made lord of the under-
world.

The new generation of
gods chose Olympus, the
highest mountain in Greece,
as ther home. They ruled
not only Mount Olympus but
also the whole world.
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4 Chapter 1 L B

A The Olympians B AT I % 3

The Olympians refers to the twelve major gods and

7 goddesses dwelling on Mount Olympus. This mountain 1S
' |ocated in the northern central part of Greece. According 2
to the blind balladist Homer, the summit of Ofympus was %

supposed 1o be the highest point on earth and therefore z

v the logical home for the gods.

Each Olympian had certain attributes that were ei- %
ther admired or feared during those times. Each and ev- 4

% ery single god had their own domain, whereas Zeus was
4 an omniscient god, and in a sense, the god of all gods.
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1. Zeus

Zeus was the god of
sky, the supreme god. He
was called the father of both
gods and men. Zeus was al-
so the god of thunders and
storfns, and generally of the
weather and everything that
had to do with the sky, Be-
sides, he was the protector
of cities and home property.

Zeus never enjoyed a
peaceful ife. He was faced
with the danger of being
swallowed by his father upon
the very moment of his birth.
When he grew up he had to
fight his own father and final-
ly deprive him of his crown.
After marriage, he seemed
to be always at odds with
his shrewhke wife.
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The Olympians (EAITILE f#)

Zeus was well known
for his passion for pretty
women. He had innumerable
adulterous affairs, In order
to achieve his lustrous de-
sires he frequently assumed
animal forms, such as that of
a cuckoo when he seduced
Hera, a swan when he rav-
ished Leda, or a bull when
he carried off Europa. Leg-
end had it that Zeus changed
himself Into a bedraggled
cuckoo. Hera felt sorry for it
and held 1t to her breast to
warm 1t. Zeus then resumed
his true form and took ad-
vantage of her. Zeus had
many lovers and uncountable
offspring, either mortal or
immortal. He was the most
unfaithful husband among all
gods and humans.

There are temples of
Zeus everywhere In Greece,
in art, he was represented
as a bearded, dignified and
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